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preparations can be made by drying the stained section in
air and then mounting in Fluormount (E. Gurr, Ltd.),
though this treatment sometimes causes a reduction in
fluorescence.

COMMENT

The freeze-dried sections are equally suitable for identify-
ing the autoantibody against thyroglobulin (Figure 1),
and the CA2 antibody first described by Balfour et al.
(1961) for which immunofluorescence provides the only
known method of detection. The technique is also
sufficiently reliable for use in reverse, so to speak, for
studying the reactions of thyroid biopsy material with
autoimmune sera of known specificity.

Because of the excellent preservation of stored sections,
there is clearly no necessity for all laboratories interested
in the detection of autoantibodies to thyroid to carry out
the freeze-drying, embedding, and microtomy themselves.
It should be possible to have embedded blocks or mounted
sections prepared commercially for routine laboratory
use.

This research programme has been supported by grants
from the Medical Research Council and the Scottish
Hospital Endowments Research Trust. We also wish to
thank Dr. Deborah Doniach and colleagues for con-
firmatory tests with our stored sections in routine
applications.
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CORRECTIONS

We regret that in the paper by J. A. Campbell and
A. H. Cruickshank on 'Cystadenoma and cystadeno-
carcinoma of the pancreas' (J. clin. Path., 15, 432-436)
the legends to figures 8 and 9 on page 436 have been
transposed.

Dr. Small regrets that there was an error in the third
modification of the technique he describes in his paper
on 'The determination of 3 methoxy-4 hydroxy mandelic
acid in urine' (J. clin. Path., 15, 388). It should read as
follows:

3 Extraction into aqueous solution is brought about
by shaking with 25, 15, and 10 ml. portions of a phos-
phate buffer, pH 7-6 (50 ml. 0-2 M KH2PO4 + 42-74 ml.
0-2 M NaOH, diluted to 200 ml. with distilled water).
Dilute this solution 1: 20 with distilled water for
use.
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ANTICOAGULANT THERAPY By A. S. Douglas. (Pp. xi +

394; illustrated. 50s.) Oxford: Blackwell Scientific
Publications. 1962.

Whenever the subject of anticoagulant therapy is
broached there tends to be an immediate thought-
transferance to the somewhat emotional and contentious
question of the long-term prophylaxis of myocardial
ischaemia. The protagonists and antagonists assume
their prepared positions and vehement pragmatism
tends to obscure the existing wide measure of agreement
on the hospital treatment of acute surgical and gynaeco-
logical venous thrombosis.

This book by Dr. Douglas, acknowledged to be an
expert with experience both as a clinician and as a meticu-
lous laboratory worker, provides a valuable and authori-
tative reference text with practical information superior
to any other currently available.
One can find in this volume all the informatioh

necessary for the clinical and laboratory surveillance of
occlusive venous disease. The selection and use of
heparin and the indanediones or coumarins is supple-
mented by a helpful and succinct review of the relevant
underlying physiological processes.

There is a review of the pharmacology and metabolism,
so far as the latter is capable of interpretation, of the
various anticoagulant preparations and, for those who
are taking a renewed interest in the clinical value of
heparin, full information concerning its therapeutic
administration, spiced with a little bit of history.
The chapter on the therapeutic indications for the use

of coumarin and indanedione drugs should be read by
all those who accept hospital responsibility for this
therapy. The first half refers to short-term treatment
upon which there is general agreement.

Dr. Douglas presents the two principal arguments in
favour of anticoagulants for acute myocardial infarction
but, here, one is moving into deep water. This book is
written by a protagonist and those interested might
usefully read Professor McMichael's critical review of it
(Brit. med. J., I; 1812, 1962) in which some of the opposing
points are mentioned. Be this all as it may, your reviewer,
when he has his coronary occlusion, will insist on receiving
heparin followed by phenindione anticoagulant screening
for the initial six weeks, unless some fresh and very
persuasive evidence to the contrary is forthcoming!
The second half of the chapter on therapeutic indi-

cations is devoted to long-term prophylactic therapy-a
subject much bedevilled by claims and counter-claims
regarding the management of coronary insufficiency.

This text-book appears at a time when fibrinolysin
mechanisms are becoming more widely understood and
thrombolytic therapy feasible. Hence, the therapeutic
approach to thrombo-embolic disease may be altered or
expanded during the next five or so years. Dr. Douglas
has reviewed the current knowledge of physiological
mechanisms in fibrinolysis, as we now understand them,
and with advice from his colleague, Dr. G. P. McNicol,
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has added a chapter on the concept of thrombolytic
therapy and its laboratory control.

This excellent book should prove to be widely accept-
able as the standard reference text in this field and can be
recommended without hesitation.

J. L. STAFFORD

WILSON'S DISEASE Some current concepts. Edited by
John M. Walshe and John N. Cumings. (Pp.x + 292 +
Index; 98 figures; 52 tables. 47s. 6d.) Oxford: Blackwell
Scientific Publications. 1961.

This book contains the proceedings of a symposium on

hepato-lenticular degeneration held in London in 1960.
The reader can find therein a very up-to-date review of
the problem by distinguished workers as well as many

important original contributions. Especially interesting
are chapters devoted to the metabolism of copper, the bio-
chemistry of caeruloplasmin, and genetic aspects of the
disease. Less thorough is the clinical part dealing mainly
with penicillamine treatment and hepatic aspects of the
condition.

There are some points open to doubt, e.g., the patho-
genetic implications of the heterogeneity of caerulo-
plasmin, but the discussion of this is very valuable and
shows the difficulties of the problem.
Summing up, it is a very stimulating book, of interest

not only to people working on hepatolenticular degenera-
tion but also to many other clinicians and pathologists.

I. WALD

THE COLOR ATLAS OF INTESTINAL PARASITES By Francis
M. Spencer and Lee S. Monroe. (Pp. xvii + 142;
232 figures. 76s.) Springfield, Illinois: Charles C.
Thomas; Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications.
1961.

This atlas is unusual in that it has been prepared and
written by interested clinicians primarily for the American
laboratory diagnostician.
The authors are to be congratulated on their obvious

industry, care, and skill in preparing the many colour
photomicrographs which are of very high quality and
have good descriptive and explanatory notes. The value
of the atlas as a practical guide is diminished by an
excessive bias towards the routine use of stained faecal
smears whereas on this side of the Atlantic more attention
is given to the general naked-eye, physical, and direct
microscopical characteristics of wet stool specimens.
Some statements, such as the necessity to take mucosal
biopsies to diagnose schistosomiasis, are too dogmatic,
and the use of eosin-saline preparations is omitted.
One plate of a saline preparation of an E. histolytica

cyst is frankly confusing as it shows two very clearly
defined nuclei and a 'chromatoidal bar' looking very

like several other nuclei. Several illustrations demon-
strate the characteristic crescentic thickening of the
nuclear membranes of E. histolytica but no reference is
made to this in the text.
The photographs have been produced to a standard

magnification but constant reference has to be made
back to one plate on which polymorphonuclear leucocytes
are used as a relative guide for parasite size. No measure-
ments are given of parasite size even in the text.

The atlas contains superb photographs and is useful
for reference purposes, particularly for the more atypical
forms of parasite. As a practical guide to copromancy it
does not attain the status hoped for by the authors.

ROGER MORTIMER

HANDBOOK OF BACTERIOLOGICAL TECHNIQUE By F. J.

Baker. (Pp. ix + 369; 73 figures. 50s.) London:
Butterworth. 1962.

Altbough at first sight the need for another handbook of
bacteriological technique might not appear obvious, this
book has much to commend it. It is concise, simple to
follow, and dogmatic, and gives a remarkable amount of
detail. As might be expected, it gives better guidance on
certain topics, particularly the identification of myco-
bacteria and medical mycology, than do either of the
other books in wide use; it also covers parasitology and,
rather sketchily, virology. On the other hand, the
theoretical basis of the serological procedures described
is only lightly touched on, and no clear guidance is given
on the value of anaerobic culture for routine specimens.

This book will undoubtedly help technicians working
for the final examination in bacteriology if supplemented
by one of the books giving a fuller theoretical background.
Pathologists will find it useful for quick reference.

H. I. WINNER

HANDBOOK OF MEDICAL LABORATORY FORMULAE By R.
E. Silverton and M. J. Anderson. (Pp. xii + 676.
90s.) London: Butterworth. 1961.

Laboratory workers all over the world will, I am sure, be
indebted to the authors of this book of recipes for col-
lecting so much useful material together.
The book is divided into four sections: Bacteriological

and Parasitological Reagents; Histopathological Stains
and Reagents; Haematological Reagents; and Bio-
chemical Tests and Reagents. There is also an appendix,
and among its many useful tables is one of saturated
solutions giving weights for solutions at room tempera-
tures (actual temperature stated) and the amount of
water required to make 100 ml. solution. This could with
advantage by expanded to include all common hydrated
salt solutions; hydrated disodium hydrogen phosphate,
for example, is omitted.

In a book of this kind theremust inevitably be occasional
errors. These are not likely to mislead unduly, however,
since references to the original methods are always
given and in many cases the source of supply of materials,
with the address from which they may be obtained, is
also included. E. JOAN STOKES

BACK NUMBERS

Back numbers for February, between 1948 and 1956,
are out of print; also those for May, between 1948 and
1950 and in 1954 and 1956, and for August 1948 and
November 1949. Issues for January 1960 and January
1961 and March 1961 are also out of print. There are a few
back numbers of other issues which may be obtained from
the Subscription Department, B.M.A. House, Tavistock
Square, London, W.C.1.
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