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HAEMATOLOGY IN DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT By M.

Maizels, T. A. J. Prankerd, and J. D. M. Richards (Pp.
336. 70s.) London: Bailliere, Tindall, and Cassell Ltd.
1968.

There is no doubt that good haematological practice
requires coordination between the clinician and the
laboratory haematologist. There is, at times, an unfor-
tunate cleavage between the two approaches, and with
this in mind the authors of the book have set out to
cover both aspects in an integrated manner. It is intended
for undergraduate students and postgraduates who are
not specialists in this field. The first sections deal with
the development and function of blood cells, and factors
of blood formation and destruction. This is followed by
sections on the use of radioisotopes in haematology,
haematological diagnosis, classification of anaemias, and
by chapters on the various blood diseases. The chapter
on the classification of anaemia is a brief one, essentially
consisting of tabulations of aetiological, morphological
and physiological classifications. In subsequent chapters
each disease is systematically described (aetiology,
pathology, clinical features, diagnosis, treatment, and
prognosis). A chapter on 'Coagulation of blood' includes
a clear and concise description of the clotting mechanism
and of haemorrhagic diseases. There are also short
chapters on blood groups and blood transfusion and a
chapter on haematological diagnosis. In this last chapter
the principles of the laboratory tests used in diagnosis are
described, and the authors do not attempt to give details
of technique. Examination of the peripheral blood is
mentioned but briefly.
To cover the practice of haematology comprehensively

in approximately 300 pages of text is an achievement for
which the authors should be complimented. Of necessity
it means that it is not suitable for anyone wishing to
study haematology in depth. It can, however, be recom-
mended to the undergraduate student who will find
especial pleasure in the well set out classifications and
the fact that a good sense of proportion has been main-
tained with little space devoted to unusual and rare
conditions.

There are some errors of omission. Thus, for example,
Table VII shows the role of vitamin B12 and folinic acid
on nucleoprotein synthesis, based on work which is now
several years old, without reference to current views.
There are errors of transcription, eg, the values forplasma
value and red cell mass are incorrectly given on p. 64;
reference to Fig. 16 is incorrectly stated on p. 66; ref-
erence to Fig. 7 on p. 104 is confusing, as it is not clear
whether the figure illustrates a patient with 'refractory
anaemia with hyperplastic marrow' or to aplastic anaemia
with hypoplastic marrow. There are some views which
may, perhaps, be considered unorthodox. Thus, iron-
deficiency anaemia is classified as an anaemia of ineffec-
tive erythropoiesis, the Haldane method for haemoglob-
inometry is recommended to the clinician as a method of
choice. There are three colour plates which attempt to
illustrate various blood cells. Undoubtedly they must
have been a significant factor in the costing of the book.

They are of very poor quality, serve no purpose, and can
but only detract from the standard of the book as a
whole. S. M. LEWIS

PRACTICAL HAEMATOLOGY 4th ed. By J. V. Dacie and
S. M. Lewis. (Pp. 568; 104 figures. 50s.) London:
J. and A. Churchill Ltd. 1968.

This well known standard British textbook on practical
haematology has reappeared after a lapse of five years in
its fourth edition and itwas inevitable that there should be
considerable changes in the material. The authors have
brought the practical side of haematology up to date
and include discussion on automation in blood counting
which has made such a difference to the volume of work
a routine laboratory can undertake. The whole range of
laboratory investigations is covered: radioisotope
methods for the assessment of red cell production and
destruction are included in a clear and well written
chapter. Throughout the book the brief discussions are
of great value, thus giving the reason for the test and the
interpretation of the results. The book has been brought
right up to date in such things as the treatment and
prevention of haemolytic disease of the newborn,
investigation of megaloblastic anaemias, automation,
including automated antibody screening, enzyme estima-
tions, monospot slide tests for screening of infected
mononucleosis, electrophoresis, and many other newer
techniques.
The book maintains the old format and is well presented

so that any technique can be quickly found. There are
a number of new illustrations, particularly of red cell
abnormalities. It is good to see them all presented at the
same magnification throughout and showing obvious,
easily recognized changes. Perhaps the only one which
is not at all clear is Fig. 7.20 which would not convince
me of the presence of Howell Jolly bodies (compare
Fig. 5.4 demonstrating Heinz bodies). It is interesting
to see that no colour plates were thought to be necessary
and they clearly are not, as all the changes described are
adequately demonstrated in black and white.

This book has been the standard book of practical
haematology in Britain since the first edition. It was first
entirely a bench book but has now outgrown this function
and is not only a practical book of haematology but an
excellent reference book fortechniques which are available
for the investigation of difficult cases. Perhaps its use,
therefore, has extended from the original intentions of the
authors as a textbook for laboratory technicians and
pathologists in training and is now the best available
textbook of haematology we have. There is no doubt it
will occupy a permanent place in every haematology
laboratory in Britain and in many countries abroad.

A. GORDON SIGNY

HODGKIN'S DISEASE By D. Molander and G. Pack.
(Pp. 212; illustrated. $15.00) Springfield, Illinois:
Charles C. Thomas. 1968.

This book on Hodgkin's disease is written by authors
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who are accepted specialists in their particular aspect of
this disease. The current opinions on clinical presentation,
immunological problems, pathological anatomy, and
general principles of therapy are discussed in detail.

Existing histological classifications, including those of
Jackson and Parker, Lukes and Butler, and the recently
modified Rye classification, are compared. In regard to
correlation with prognosis, the limitations of the Jackson
and Parker classification are emphasized, and, although
the Rye classification is an improvement, confusion will
still be experienced with some varieties. For instance,
into what category will be placed the Lukes and Butler
lymphocytic and/or histiocytic diffuse cases in which
the 'histiocytic component varies widely from scattered
individual histiocytes to a predominance of histiocytes
with only a small component of residual lymphocytes'.
Use of the term 'histiocyte' causes considerable con-

fusion to English pathologists. In accordance with Gaul's
nomenclature, American authors use the term 'histiocyte',
which is synonomous with 'clasmatocyte', for all reticulo-
endothelial cells other than the 'stem' cell which is
synonomous with the 'reticulum' cell. In the English
literature, 'stem' cells are regarded as more primitive
reticulum cells and a 'histiocyte' refers to the epithelioid
cell seen in cases of sarcoidosis or toxoplasmosis. The
reader is confused by use of the expressions, 'the changes
in the reticulum cells result in a progression of alterations
from the moderate reactive cells to large bizarre diagnos-
tic forms-they have been divided into three forms. In
the first form the histiocytes are of the reactive type,
the second type so carefully described by Stemnberg and
Reed, and the third type consists of the atypical cells
found in Hodgkin's sarcoma'.

In general, the illustrations are excellent, but in Fig. 6-7
(p 139) and Fig. 6-8 (p 140), the captions are misleading
and do not appear to correspond with the photographic
details. R. M. CROSS

ENZYME BIOCHEMISTRY OF THE ARTERIAL WALL AS RELATED
TO ATHEROSCLEROSIS By Tibor Zemplenyi. (Pp. 273;
79 figures. 90s.) London: Lloyd-Luke Ltd. 1968.

This finely produced monograph is aimed at two types
of research workers-the biochemist who may not be
quite in touch with the medical problems involved in the
study of arterial disease, and the medical biologist whose
knowledge of biochemistry requires sharpening up.
In Part One an exhaustive account is given of the enzyme
activities found in normal vessel walls, and in Part Two
the special problems of enzyme activity in relation to
atherosclerosis are studied. Much of the work sum-
marizes data previously published from the author's
department in the Cardiovascular Research Institute in
Prague and it is a great convenience to research workers
to have all this important material brought together for
them.
Although some histochemical observations and

illustrations are included, the book is primarily concerned
with chemistry in the test tube rather than on the micro-
scopic slide.

This complex field is at the stage where a great deal of
information concerning differences in enzyme activity

between vascular lesions, normal arteries, and the arteries
of animals undergoing various experimental manipula-
tions is being accumulated, but it has not yet reached the
position from which any clear pattern can be recognized
or from which the future development of the work can be
prophesied. Although of the greatest importance to
research workers in arterial disease, there are as yet no
clear-cut applications to clinical pathology.

T. CRAWFORD

AN INTRODUCTION TO HISTOCHEMICAL TECHNIQUE By
J. D. Bancroft. (Pp. viii + 268; illustrated. 58s.)
London: Butterworths. 1967.

It is emphasized both in the blurb and in the Preface that
the publication of this book has been prompted by the
increasing importance of histochemistry in the advanced
histology examination of the Institute of Medical Lab-
oratory Technicians. This emphasis on histology is
shown in part by the fact that the first quarter of the
volume is devoted to the very many different methods of
preparing sections for many types of optical microscopic
examination. Scholarly comments in an otherwise
valuable practical discussion are probably made with an
eye to the Institute's examination. But equally, the
author's basis in histology is put to good advantage in
that he gives histochemical methods which can be applied
even to routine histological material as well as to the
type of section generally preferred by histochemists.

Nearly half the book deals with the staining of struc-
tural components, namely, the nucleic acids, proteins,
lipids, carbohydrate (including amyloid), and of pigments.
About the last quarter deals with how to stain phos-
phatases, esterases, and oxidative enzymes, with brief
mention of aminopeptidase, sulphatases, phosphorylase,
and P-glucuronidase. For almost each technique the
author gives details of a number of variants; he leaves it
to the reader to choose which he prefers.
The histochemical emphasis is on how to stain for a

given substance or enzyme. One limitation of this empha-
sis, however, is that staining methods are given, for
example, for acid phosphatase but not for studying
lysosomes. Morover, although the author claims, in
the Preface, to attempt to give a simple explanation of
the theory of each method, most readers who want to
understand the theory will find that they will have to refer
to one of the major books on histochemistry, such as that
of Professor Pearse who wrote the Foreword to this
handy, practical book. L. BITENSKY

SYMPOSIUM ON DISORDERS OF
CARBOHYDRATE METABOLISM

A symposium on 'Disorders ofcarbohydrate metabolism',
which was part of the autumn meeting of the Association
of Clinical Pathologists, will be issued as a separate
supplement to the Journal of Clinical Pathology, and will
go without further payment to all members of the
Association who subscribe to the Journal. Other sub-
scribers will be able to buy the symposium at a reduced
rate. Prices will be announced in the next issue of the
Journal.
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