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The middle and latter thirds of the book
comprise a detailed dictionary, occupying
another 650 pages, of analytical data from
Acepifylline to Yohimbine, with MP and
Rf values, u-v maxima, i-v peaks and char-
acteristic spectra, reagent data-and a very
full bibliography. It is a remarkable book:
a vade mecum every analytical chemist
and toxicologist must have at his elbow.
It is, indeed, the only really full and
authoritative guide in this difficult field,
of equal importance to both clinical and
postmortem toxicologists. The price is
immaterial.

KEITH SIMPSON

Diagnostic Uses of Radioisotopes in
Medicine Edited by P. A. Anderson (Pp.
1040; illustrated. 15s.) London: Hospital
Medical Publications Ltd. 1969.

The journal Hospital Medicine is by now
a familiar source of general information.
This is the first book in a series presenting
contributions, brought up to date where
necessary, already published in the journal
by authors well known in their various
fields. An introductory article (H. I. Glass)
sets the isotopic scene. Other chapters
cover thyroid disorders (A. W. G.
Goolden), brain disorders (W. B. Jennett),
haematology (S. M. Lewis and L. Szur),
body composition studies (E. S. Williams),
calcium metabolism (B. E. C. Nordin),
gastroenterology (D. N. Croft), blood flow
(N. Veall), renal function (A. M. Joekes),
and skeletal scintigraphy (V. R.
McCready).
The authors succeed admirably within

the scope of 100 pages in conveying the
essentials of their subjects, and the book
is recommended to those wishing to
improve their general knowledge of
diagnostic techniques using radioisotopes.

C. B. CAMERON

Laboratory Aids in Diagnosis of Cancer
By Cornelia Hoch-Ligeti. (x + 123.
$9.50.) Springfield, Illinois. Charles C.
Thomas. 1969.

It is tempting to condemn this book
on the Editor's foreword alone: 'Cancer
is a striking process of cell anarchy
distinguished by autonomy and anaplasia
with total disregard for normal limitations
of growth, and complete loss of normal
organisation and function. The malignant
cells brutally ride roughshod.. .', but
that might be unfair on the author who
seems to have a more realistic view of
neoplasia. Certainly her aim 'to review
the main trends from 1955 to 1968 in
ancillary diagnosis of cancer' is a good
one and her conclusions are never too
dogmatic.
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Handbook of Plastic Emi
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Hardback, $5.95; paperb;
Healdsburg, California:
Publications. 1969.
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Letter to th"e Editor

Reconditioned Laboratory Equipaent
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Requests for laboratory equipment
H. E. M. KAY are now becoming more numerous as

medicine overseas develops from its
bedding By earlier somewhat primitive beginning.
2; illustrated. This development coincides with the
ack, $3.95) growing sophistication of equipment used
Naturegraph in hospital and other laboratories of the

UK, and the consequent freeing of simpler
equipment which once seemed adequate.
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IAN HUNTER

Royal College of Pathology

The College moved into its new premises
at 2 Carlton House Terrace, London,
SWI on 12 May.
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