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autoradio- This volume is one of the monographs on
Lemistry, and pathology of the International Academy
available for of Pathology. The main editor is a dis-
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ogical labora- tion of platelet function. The quality of

the chapters varies considerably, both in
IAN DAWSON writing and in content selection; this is

inevitable in such a collection. Some con-
tributions, particularly on more funda-

S. Andrews. mental aspects, do not relate confirmed
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Glycoproteins of Blood Cells and Plasma
Edited by G. A. Jamieson and Tibor J.
Greenwalt. (Pp. xii + 307; illustrated.
£9.00.) Philadelphia and Toronto: J. B.
Lippincott Co. Oxford and Edinburgh:
Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1971.

Modern methods of purification and
identification have put the chemistry, bio-
chemistry, and chemical pathology of the
glycoproteins on a sound basis. This
volume records the Proceedings of the

Fourth Annual Red Cross Scientific
Symposium dedicated to Professor Neu-
berger, who has continued to make major
contributions to the subject since he
isolated a pure glycopeptide from albumin
more than 30 years ago.
Although the Symposium was mainly

concerned with glycoproteins as they
occur in the blood cells, and, among other
topics considered, immunoglobulin struc-
ture, surface membranes, and glycopeptide
hormones other glycoproteins also re-
ceived attention, eg, those of epithelial
secretions, connective tissue interfibrillary
matrix, and collagen. Not surprisingly
this volume will, therefore, be of interest
to a wide group of workers including
haematologists, immunologists, oncolo-
gists, endocrinologists, virologists, and
biochemists. It defines present knowledge
as well as lack of knowledge of these im-
portant compounds. The publication
within one year of the contributions of
experts and their discussions make the
volume a useful, up-to-date account of the
subject.

C. H. GRAY

The Pneumonias By Hobart M. Reimann
(Pp. + 215; 29 figures; 14 tables. £7-40.)
United Kingdom, Europe, and British
Commonwealth: Adam Hilger Ltd. Rest
of the world: Warren H. Green, Inc., St
Louis, Missouri. 1972.

This book gives a comprehensive list of
agents causing consolidation of the lungs.
A brief description is given of the nature
of the agent, its laboratory isolation and
confirmation, the clinical features, and
treatment.

Sadly the problems associated with the
pneumonias are almost totally omitted.
For awhole book devoted to the subject of
pneumonia, there is only passing reference
to pathogenesis or to discussion upon the
various ways in which invading organisms
may initiate 'pneumonic' inflammation in
the lung. The practical aspects of the
problems of managing the acutely ill
patient with a pneumonia are also largely
ignored. There is, for instance, no in-
formed discussion on the choice of anti-
biotics before bacterial identification, or
the criteria for assuming that the sputum
culture results reported from the labora-
tory, do or do not reflect the causal agent.
The chapter on allergic pneumonias is
particularly disappointing in that its
excessive brevity has resulted in a number
of misleading statements.
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