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A. G. SIGNY
Editor, Journal of Clinical Pathology, 1944-1972

Gordon Signy, Editor of this Journal since its inception, died on Friday 23
June. He was 67. His countless friends, for they are indeed legion and
cosmopolitan, mourn the passing of one of the noteworthy scientific editors of
twentieth century medical literature, whose contribution to his chosen field-
clinical pathology in its widest sense-must surely remain unique.
Gordon was born in London on 1 January 1905 and went to Raine's School

and Guy's Hospital, from which he qualified in 1926, a few months after his
21st birthday. Immediately after qualifying he served for a year as assistant
bacteriologist at his teaching hospital and thence, for 10 years, as assistant
pathologist at the Hospital for Sick Children and at the London Fever
Hospital. During these formative years he first acquired his interest in
hospital sepsis, cross-infection and the problems of sterilization, at a time
when the study of these topics was in its infancy; he also held a Medical
Research Council grant to study rheumatic fever in childhood. He was set to
become a paediatric pathologist and just before the war moved to the
Westminster Infants' Hospital, but his career was changed abruptly by his
wartime service as a sector pathologist in the Emergency Medical Service.
After the war, from 1946, he served continuously, first at St Mary Abbot's
and then, after the Chelsea and Kensington Group was formed, at St
Stephen's Hospital, Fulham. As group pathologist for 23 years, until his
retirement, he developed his department into one of the finest, most modern,
and best equipped in the country.
He took an active part in the Regional Board and his own hospital ad-

ministration, serving incisively and enthusiastically on countless committees.
In the latter years his interest in postgraduate education led him to develop
an offshoot of the DCP Course in parallel with that held at the Hammer-
smith Hospital, and this interest he carried with him after his retirement when
he transferred his vitality and exuberance, first as Regional Postgraduate
Dean for the South West Metropolitan Board and then as Assistant Director
of the British Postgraduate Medical Federation.
Gordon Signy's particular contribution to his profession was to champion

the emergence of the separate disciplines, choosing haematology for his own
specialty, yet remaining a staunch advocate in the multidisciplinary approach
of the true clinical pathologist. And this he was able to do through the medium
of the Journal he founded with Hugh Clegg and Sidney Dyke in 1944 at
once his legacy to pathology and his monument. No one will surpass his
period as Editor: in keeping with the modern idiom, the editorial chair is
henceforth to be of limited tenure, and so Gordon's 28-year stint has been
unique. Many of its facets have been recorded in the festschrift prepared for
his 65th birthday-a volume to which 20 of the outstanding pathologists of
the day contributed as a token of their affection and esteem. If Gordon's own
scientific career began in the infancy of clinical pathology, his editorial
career and the influence of his Journal spanned the crucial postwar years
during which the specialty advanced to its present stature. Throughout,
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Signy's imprint has been writ large-incisive, and economical of words, but
catholic in taste and wide in coverage. That the Journal leads in its field is
widely acknowledged, and the editorial flair that produced such results, both
scientific and commercial, is clearly discernible: ably and loyally supported
by a distinguished Editorial Board-let there be no mistake, Signy ran it and
controlled it, with the tireless Gunilla Liddle as his alter ego. His international
reputation, enhanced by his delight in peregrination, grew with the years, as
other countries followed his lead in the medical journalism of clinical pathol-
ogy.
Gordon Signy's influence was not limited to the pen: he was an inde-

fatigable adviser at Ministry level and, on the social-scientific scene, mentor
and guide to the Association of Clinical Pathologists, of which he was
President in 1962 and Council Member for 29 consecutive years-another
unique record. But what to him was most satisfying was his pioneer role in
the formation of the Royal College of Pathologists: as a foundation Vice-
President, under the aegis of Sir Roy Cameron, he served on its Council, save
for a short break, for the initial nine years and, as Chairman of Examiners
in Haematology, established the system of specialty training and examination.
On the wider scene, he was an Executive Bureau 'member at large' of the
World Association of Pathology Societies, speaking cogently, even pungently,
on international standardization and quality control, or on postgraduate
training. His steadying, sympathetic influence on the professional develop-
ment of medical technology, recognized by the Institute's electing him to an
Honorary Fellowship, culminated over the last 10 years in his membership
of the State Registration Board of Medical Technicians and of the Joint
Higher National Certificates Committee responsible for the current edu-
cational programmes.
Nor should we overlook the other aspects of his bewildering versatility:

bon viveur, raconteur, lover of ballet and opera, and a Londoner through and
through, Gordon was a notable athlete and Captain of the British Foil Team
at successive Olympic Games in Tokyo and Mexico City, never tiring of
encouraging youngsters in the sport in which he excelled.
From his first marriage, both son and daughter qualified in medicine. He is

survived by Vivienne, his charming second wife, and two sons, the elder just
about to go up to Oxford and the younger still at school.
We, his friends, salute Gordon Signy.
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