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Tropical Sprue and Megaloblastic Anaemia
Wellcome Trust Collaborative Study (Pp.
xxii + 318; illustrated. £4-75.) Edinburgh
and London: Churchill Livingstone. 1971.

This book records the experiences of a
number of groups studying tropical
sprue. These workers are Drs S. J. Baker
and V. I. Mathan in Vellore, India, Dr
F. Klipstein in Haiti and New York,
Colonels W. O'Brien and N. W. J.
England in Singapore, and Drs C. C.
Booth and D. L. Mollin in London. In
addition East Africa is represented by
Drs H. Foy and A. Kondi. There is a full
account of both the endemic and epidemic
forms of the disease in South India with a
wealth of biochemical and haematological
detail in individual patients and a further
account of the disease among the native
population in Haiti. The manifestations of
sprue in immigrants to an endemic area
are described in relation to British
servicemen in Singapore, and finally the
manifestations in patients who have once
lived in an endemic area and returned to
temperate zones.

This full account of an important and
puzzling disease should be on the book-
shelf of everyone in the field of gastro-
enterology and will also be of absorbing
interest to all pathologists.

1. CHANARIN

Recent Advances in Cancer and Radio-
therapeutics: Clinical Oncology Edited
by Keith E. Halnan. (Pp. xi + 412;
illustrated. £6-00.) Edinburgh and Lon-
don: Churchill Livingstone. 1972. Long-
man Group Ltd.

The 13 chapters are divided about equally
between radiotherapy and other aspects
of clinical oncology, ranging from prac-
tical down-to-earth things such as 'After-
loading methods in radiotherapy' to
interesting speculations on 'Transplan-
tation and cancer'. The book brings the
reader up to date with the main lines of
progress in radiotherapy-neutrons, hyper-
baric oxygen, the use of computers,
and the applications of radiobiological
theory. It also contains excellent authori-
tative chapters on chorioncarcinoma,
childhood leukaemia, and Burkitt's lym-
phoma, and there is a critical look at the
recent history of the treatment of breast
cancer by McWhirter.

The chapter on chemotherapy, however,
is somewhat unbalanced considering the
vast amount of work to be surveyed and,
conversely, it may be doubted whether
immunotherapy, which does not yet
exist as a clinical operation, deserves a
chapter to itself.

This attempt to present a current grow-
ing point in medicine-clinical oncology-
is to be welcomed. It is a subject in which
radiotherapists will inevitably have much
to say but which has a much broader
scope; and the future will demand more
physicians and pharmacologists in partic-
ular to be included in its multidisci-
plinary structure. Future editors, please
note.

H. E. M. KAY

Pregnancy Nephropathy 2 Vols. By John
Sophian. (Pp. xv + 531 and xi + 585;
illustrated. £20-00 cased.) London: The
Butterworth Group. 1972.

This book represents the author's experi-
ence over a period of approximately
50 years. It is a massive work in two
volumes and quoting about 3000 refer-
ences.
The main subject of the book is

pregnancy from the point of view of its
renal complications: it emphasizes toxae-
mia, eclampsia and hypertension, but
there are long sections on the physiology
of the kidney in health and under stress,
on the circulation with special emphasis
on renal aspects, and on hormones affect-
ing renal function. The topics are discussed
largely on the basis of the numerous
references quoted by the author. It is
not always easy to follow the analysis
of these references. This is partly because
of difficulties of style. One also has the
impression that ideas which may have
been very clear to the author are not put
across with the same clarity to the reader.
It is doubtful whether such a fundamental
discussion of topics not immediately
related to the subject of the book needed
to be discussed in such detail. Not that
the main subject is thereby forgotten-
far from it. The sections on toxaemia and
eclampsia are an apologia for the theory
that these diseases are caused by the
uterorenal reflex. The evidence is con-
vincingly presented and with great
enthusiasm. At times the enthusiasm
seems to have anticipated the evidence.
A number of experiments performed by
the author amongst others are described
which seem to corroborate the theory

and there is an interesting section on the
haemolytic uraemic syndrome. The facts
as presented certainly give cause for
thought. The world at large does not
seem to accept this theory with the same
single mindedness as Mr Sophian which
does not mean that he is wrong.
The book's price at £20 is high and will

probably severely limit its readership. It
will probably be of greatest use as a
reference book.

ANTHONY EISINGER

Clinical Hypersensitivity Disorders By
Gunnar Bendixen. (Pp. ix + 163; 4 figures.
$13.25.) Springfield Illinois: Charles C.
Thomas. 1971.

This book is one of a series whose laudable
object, when disentangled from the meta-
physical superlatives of the editorial
preface, is to present the chemical basis of
clinical practice. 'Chemical' is clearly
used in a catholic sense and in this volume
means the pathogenesis of disorders due
to hypersensitivity. The reader is taken
to be an interested clinician and the
approach is general rather than detailed.
While this leads to errors of over-
simplification these are compensated for
by the readability.
The basic mechanisms are each des-

cribed in turn and their role in clinical
conditions indicated. The three types of
hypersensitivity mediated by antibodies
are given names which, though slightly
strange, convey the principles involved
better than the numbers sometimes used.
Cellular hypersensitivity is divided into
categories according to the sort of antigen
involved, eg, microbial, transplant, etc.
Though this destroys the unity of the
concept of the cell-mediated response it
can be justified pragmatically. In view of
recMtadvances in the field the limitation of
the chapter on microbial antigens to
tuberculosis and epidemic parotitis is
deplorable.

Because of its brevity, though not its
price, the book could be useful to some-
one wishing to get a quick outline of
the subject but a serious study would
need something more rigrous. The Eng-
lish translation is good though idiosyn-
cratic in places.

A. A. GLYNN

Progress in Allergy Vol. 15. Edited bv
P. Kall6s, B. H. Waksman, and A. de
Weck. (Pp. xv + 485; 33 figures; 40
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