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For example, no doctor faced with the
management of a patient with acute
leukaemia would end up knowing what
to do if he consulted this book. Details
of treatment are sketchy, and there are
virtually no references to recent impor-
tant work which he could consult.
Similarly in the section on Hodgkin's
disease, much is made of single agent
treatment which is now virtually a thing
of the past, but the MOPP protocol is
only mentioned in passing and no refer-
ence to it is given. The section on solid
tumours is rather better than that on
leukaemia and lymphoma, but again
any clinician referring to it would be
hard put to end up knowing what to do
about some of the tumours which are
described.

In contrast, Greenwald's book on
'Cancer chemotherapy' is an excellent
short description of the state of the art
at present. It is really quite remarkable
for the amount of information which it
contains and the bibliography is extensive
and up to date. The physician consulting
this book should have no difficulty in
obtaining enough information adequately
to manage most malignancies with chemo-
therapy. It is probably the best short book
on the subject for the occasional chemo-
therapist, and is highly recommended.

T. J. MCELWAIN

Viral Hepatitis Report of a WHO
Scientific Group. World Health Organiz-
ation Technical Report Series No. 512.
(Pp. 52. 40p.) Geneva: World Health
Organization. 1973. Obtainable in the
U.K. fromHM Stationery Office, London.

This report of a WHO scientific group
provides a general review of recent
progress in hepatitis research within
the compass of only 50 pages. The style
is clear if sometimes didactic and the
views expressed are middle of the road.
Most of the report is concerned with

serum hepatitis and Australia antigen.
The clinical section, though brief, is well
balanced but the description of technical
methods is too superficial to be of practical
use. The model code of laboratory
practice is sensible but it is surprising to
see no mention of safety cabinets for
handling high-risk specimens. The des-
cription of hepatitis in relation to blood
transfusion and renal dialysis units is
elementary but provides a good intro-
duction to the problems. On the other
hand the list of suggestions for further
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research is prosaic and already somewhat
dated.

Like most of the series, this Technical
Report can be highly recommended as
an initial foundation for further reading,
but it is too limited to satisfy the need of
the practising clinical pathologist for a
vade mecum in this rapidly moving
field.

YVONNE COSSART

Glossary of Haematological and Sero-
logical Terms By P. Samson. (Pp. 118;
3 figures; 10 tables. £1-73.) London:
Butterworth Group. 1972.

The aim of this book is to provide a
glossary of medical laboratory terms for
newcomers to the profession, students,
and ONC candidates. The author
believes that there is a need for a quick
source of reference, 'more detailed than
a dictionary', in this field.
The definitions vary in length from one

line to more than four pages, and their
quality varies over a similar range. Some
basic terms are inadequately defined.
Target cells are described, but not their
association with iron-deficiency anaemia.
More serious failings include an inaccurate
definition of pernicious anaemia, 'caused
by lack of intrinsic factor or vitamin B12.
Intrinsic factor, on the other hand, is
necessary for the binding of extrinsic
factors (vitamin B12 andfolic acid) ... and
its passage from the small intestine to the
blood stream and thence to the liver'.
Bilirubin, a 'disintegration' product of
haemoglobin, is metabolized in a some-
what bizarre fashion, with no mention
of glucuronide conjugation in the liver.
A few basic terms such as antigen and

antibody have been omitted, with some
other rather strange inclusions. 'Baghdad
spring anaemia', for those interested, is
an allergic haemolytic anaemia confined
to the Middle East!
At a price of £1-73, and considering the

wealth of good haematology texts
available, I cannot see this book as a
useful addition.

C. S. SIEFF

The Management of Musculo-Skeletal
Problems in the Haemophilias By Robert
B. Duthie, James M. Matthews, Charles
R. Rizza, and William M. Steel. Foreword
by Rosemary Biggs. (Pp. xiii + 179;
illustrated. £5-00.) Oxford, London,

Melbourne: Blackwell Scientific Publi-
cations. 1972.

This monograph is excellent and
beautifully produced. It is based on
experience gained by the authors at the
Nuffield Orthopaedic and Oxford Haemo-
philia Centre. As it is the first compre-
hensive review on this subject since the
treatment ofjoint and muscle haemorrhage
with factor concentrates became a feasible
proposition, it provides a welcome
bridge between haematologist and ortho-
paedic surgeon. After an introduction
to blood coagulation and a review of
haemophilia in general, each major
aspect of musculo-skeletal haemorrhage
is analysed with reference to incidence,
pathology, clinical features, and manage-
ment. The final chapter on reconstructive
surgery illustrates not only the advances
which have been achieved by the Oxford
team but some of the appalling de-
formities encountered. Many of these,
one hopes, will in the future be prevented
by prompt treatment. Let us hope, also,
that sufficient therapeutic material will
be available to meet the need and that
the cost of this will not be too prohibitive.

KATHRINE M. DORMANDY

Basic Immunogenetics By H. Hugh
Fudenberg, J. R. L. Pink, Daniel P.
Stites, and An-Chuan Wang. (Pp. vii +
214; illustrated. £2-20.) New York,
London, Toronto: Oxford University
Press. 1973.

The authors have selected inherited
human differences, the genetic poly-
morphisms, which they consider to be of
particular importance. The choice of
topics reflects the authors' own research
interests. The subjects covered are
immunoglobulin structure and evolution,
the genetics of the immunoglobulin
molecules, antibody variability, the cellu-
lar and genetic aspects of the immune
response and the immunogenetics of the
human blood groups. This is quite a
heavy meal in 214 pages and multiple
authorship has led to a variability in the
digestibility of the text. On the credit
side, the figures are commendable, being
clear and well annotated. The chapters
dealing with the immunoglobulins are
particularly successful and it is useful to
have all the current information co-
ordinated. It would appear that, although
the conclusion that only constant and
variable regions of the molecule coded for
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