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Monocytes, Monocytosis and Monocytic
Leukemia By L. Kass and Bertram
Schnitzer. (Pp. ix + 109; illustrated.
$16.75). Springfield, Illinois; Charles
C. Thomas. 1973.

This is a well illustrated monograph
consisting of six chapters about the
monocyte and its disorders. The best
part of it is a review of the historical
aspects which contains reproductions of
early work on the subject. One important
aspect missing from the book is a dis-
cussion on the current concept of the
'mononuclear phagocyte system' which
considers the development of the mono-
cyte in various stages, from its origin in
the bone marrow (promonocyte) to its
ultimate destination in the tissues (histio-
cyte). A result of this omission is the
use of a somewhat confusing nomen-
clature, eg, hemohistioblast, histiomono-
blast, histiomonocyte, myelomonoblast,
histiocytoid lymphocyte, reticulum cell,
etc. This is obvious in the chapter on
monocytic leukemia where the effort to
blend the old with the new ideas results
in the use of different names to describe
what sometimes seems to be the same cell.
The description of subacute myelomono-
cytic leukaemia is good and reflects the
accumulated experience of the authors.
The chapter on the spectrum of

reticuloendotheliosis goes a good way
towards clarifying this classically obscure
subject. In this respect the separation
of 'hairy' cell leukaemia from the histio-
cytic disorders and from the leukaemic
phase of reticulum cell sarcoma is useful.
Unfortunately, we cannot say the same
of the chapter dealing with the relation-
ship between disorders of erythropoiesis
and those of monocytes; if such a re-
lationship exists it is not clear from this
chapter. At this point the introduction of
the concept of a common origin for
erythrocytes, granulocytes, and mono-
cytes would have helped in the discussion.

This book is well illustrated with
drawings, black and white and colour
photomicrographs and electronmicro-
graphs, and will be useful to consult
as it also contains numerous references to
the literature on this developing subject.

D. CATOVSKY

(Pp. ix + 280; illustrated. $15.75.)
Springfield, Illinois: Charles C. Thomas.
1973.

The avowed intent of the authors of this
volume is selectivity - a precept, un-
fortunately, rapidly lost, with the book
falling between numerous pairs of stools.
True, it is not 'a comprehensive manual
on the spleen and its disorders' but the
ground covered (anatomy, immunology,
pathology, clinical, investigative, and
surgical aspects) is wide indeed. As a
result, I find myself in doubt as to the
target of the book. It is certainly not
sufficiently detailed to be a reference
work on library shelves, yet I cannot
imagine any single individual requiring
both thirty pages on the immunology of
the spleen and also detailed instructions
on its removal.
The book is beautifully produced and

lavishly illustrated, especially in the
anatomy and pathology sections. There
are some interesting electronmicrographs
but many of the photomicrographs,
being presented in monochrome, re-
produce inadequate detail and tend to
lose their relevance. The approach
here, unfortunately, is not functional
but morphological (do we still require
photographs of macroscopic sections?)
which I find anachronistic.

Certain chapters, for example on
investigations in splenic disorders and
prognosis after splenectomy, are useful
and concise. On the other hand, much of
the surgical section is out of place in a
book such as this and there is surely little
justification for devoting a chapter each
to rupture of the spleen and aneurysm
of the splenic artery.
Had the authors confined themselves

to detailed discussion of a few topics
only and referred to others, this would
have been a much more valuable work.
Instead, the result is superficial and
disorganized and, in my opinion, presents
insufficient useful material to justify the
cost.

IAN D. C. DOUGLAS

Malabsorption in Clinical Practice By
M. S. Losowsky, B. E. Walker, and
J. Kelleher. (Pp. vii + 318; illustrated.
£8-00.) Edinburgh and London: Chur-
chill Livingstone. 1974.

Hospital, Leeds, is packed with infor-
mation about virtually every aspect of
malabsorption. After a brief general
introduction it begins with a chapter on
the physiology and biochemistry of
intestinal absorption which summarizes
modern knowledge of the mechanisms
involved. Next follows a useful chapter
on the bacteriology of the small intestine,
in which both normal and abnormal
conditions are discussed. The various
methods of studying the structure and
function of the human small intestine by
biopsy, fat balance, radiology, xylose
absorption, and indican excretion are
well covered. There is an exhaustive list
of the causes of steatorrhoea together
with useful and heavily documented
accounts of all the pathological conditions
mentioned. Finally there is a chapter on
the organization of a metabolic ward.
Although the book is well written, it

does not represent easy reading, if only
because of the mass of references which
are cited. At a rough count, they totted
up to 1750, which is a formidable number
when the text (including the lists of
references) only amounts to 300 pages.
However, this is a relatively minor
inconvenience which is far outweighed
by the virtue that the original sources of
the information are invariably given.

It is safe to say that this book will
prove to be most valuable for all of us
who deal with diseases causing mal-
absorption, whether we be clinicians,
histopathologists, or biochemists. The
authors have performed a most useful
service in classifying a great mass of
information in a logical way and by
presenting the results clearly and
concisely.

S. C. TRUELOVE

The Spleen By A. I. S. Macpherson, This monograph from the University
John Richmond, and A. E. Stuart. Department of Medicine, St James'
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