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a good balance is often difficult to achieve
and this book reflects this difficulty. The
book is based on a lecture series given
at the London Hospital, and the sections
vary from the clinical (Management of
sickle-cell syndromes, Prevention of Rh
sensitization in pregnancy) to the scien-
tific (Vitamin B2-folate interrelations,
Control of red cell oxygen affinity by 2, 3
DPG in disease). Other sections cover the
problem of red cell membrane defects,
fibrinolysis, methaemoglobinaemia, trans-
ferrin, and haemochromatosis.
The references are curtailed to adhere to

the wishes of the editors but cover recent
review articles and key references.

In general this is a useful, and, by
today's standards, inexpensive
represents good value, partici
trainee haematologist with e.
to face.

Nucleus Cytoplasm 3rd ed.
Harris. (Pp. xiv + 186; illu
£4-20; Ppr £l-90.) Oxford:
Press: Oxford University Pres

The clue to the appreciatioi
Harris's book is his quot
Robert Frost:
'Two roads diverged in a w
I took the one less traveled
And that has made all the (

So his account of molecular

very much a personal one, argued lucidly
but with the persuasiveness and methods
of an advocate. Readers beware! but do
not ignore this entertaining and instructive
book.

Since the first edition molecular biology
has progressed as is particularly noticeable
in the chapter on 'The search for the
messenger'. Here we can see that the roads
have inevitably converged again.

H. E. M. KAY

Modern Microscopy: Elementary Theory
and Practice By C. F. A. Culling (Pp. xii
+ 148; illustrated. £150.) London:
Butterworths Ltd. 1974.

,book, and This little book is intended by the author
ularly to the to fulfil the need for a complete, yet con-
xaminations cise, practical textbook on microscopy and

to diminish the lack of knowledge of the
R. J. GUYER subject by most of the users of the instru-

ment. On the whole, he has succeeded in
By Henry his first objective. However, one doubts

istrated. Bd whether the second aim, however desir-
Clarendon able, will be fulfilled, since the majority of

s. 1974. those who handle microscopes so un-

scientifically are unlikely to take the
n of Henry trouble to learn how to improve matters.
tation from The book has soft covers, but is very

well printed with good illustrations and
,ood and I- diagrams. It is full of useful basic infor-
by, mation, such as the difference between
difference' magnification and resolution, and such
r biology is information is clearly presented. The

author begins by discussing the optics and
construction of a compound microscope.
After very brief sections on the compari-
son microscope, the dissecting micro-
scope and dark-ground microscopy, fluo-
rescence microscopy and fluorescent anti-
body-staining techniques are dealt with
most thoroughly.There are also useful chap-
ters on polarizing, phase-contrast, and in-
terference microscopy. A section on photo-
micrography presents theoretical aspects
lucidly but is probably not of great
practical use. The book ends by mention-
ing the electron microscope and giving
a few recipes for fixatives, etc. The re-
viewer feels that this chapter could well
be omitted in any future edition: it is too
short (12 pages) to give any impression of
a vast and complex subject and it would
be preferable to entitle the volume
'Modern light microscopy'.
There are a few small errors in the text

(the reviewer is not quite sure what a
'per prism' is!), some illustrations are un-
necessary, and others are not referred to in
the script. The author has his own view of
the English language and seems com-
pletely undaunted by the split infinitive.
Nevertheless, this is an excellent practical
manual and is priced most reasonably. It
could be read with great benefit by all who
are about to embark on light microscopy
and, probably, by many established users
of the microscope.

A. J. SALSBURY
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