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Platelet levels in pregnancy

In a discussion of platelet levels in preg-
nancy Sejeny et al. (1975) found five
studies that reported no change in the
count during pregnancy, three that
reported an increase in platelets during
pregnancy, and three that reported a fall
in the count during pregnancy. The
authors themselves reported their own
experience which was a steady fall from
the first to the third trimester of preg-
nancy, and a similar pattern was noted by
O'Brien (1976).

Like the last two authors we were
unable to find satisfactory data on the
changes in the platelet count during
normal pregnancy and hence, before see-
ing the results of the studies by Sejeny et
al. (1975) and O'Brien (1976), we set out to
record platelet levels in blood samples
received from the antenatal clinic on the
Technicon platelet counter. One thousand
and fifty-two blood samples were counted
and the results, divided according to
duration of pregnancy, are shown in the
table.

tion appears to be a major component in
the decline in numbers.
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Table Platelet counts in normalpregnancy
(X 103/4l)
Duration of No. of Mean SD
pregnancy observations
(weeks)

6-10 19 288-69 96-02
11-15 162 305-80 74-26
16-20 143 293-32 71-61
21-25 67 299-18 73-23
26-30 284 284-18 77-86
31-35 261 289-35 81-56
36-40+ 116 268-49 75-23

Analysis of the data by Miss Sue Chinn
of the Division of Computing and
Statistics of the Clinical Research Centre
showed a decrease in the platelet count of
939/eu per week from a mean count of
305 000 per week at 11-15 weeks to
268 000/,ul at 36-40 weeks. The decline
throughout pregnancy is highly significant
= < 0-001).
Thus the most recent observations using

automated platelet counters are in agree-

ment-that there is a small decline in the
platelet count throughout pregnancy. The
extent of the fall is probably less than the
degree of haemodilution due to expansion
of plasma volume, but nevertheless dilu-

The Development of Microbiology. By
Patrick Collard. (Pp. vii + 201;
illustrated; £6-50.) Cambridge and
London: Cambridge University Press.
1976.

This book is based on a series of lectures
given to the Diploma of Bacteriology
course at Manchester. They were evidently
enjoyed by the students who persuaded
Professor Collard to publish them. An
attempt is made to cover almost the whole
field of microbiology from the earliest
times right up to the 1960s, and not only
bacteriology but immunology, virology,
protozoology, mycology, chemotherapy,
and antibiotics are all dealt with. Since,
having made a deduction for illustrations,
bibliographies and blank space, the text
occupies only about 130 pages of fairly
large type, inevitably aspects of the
subject do not have justice done to them.
But more serious are the factual errors,
sometimes of so gross a kind, eg, the
account of the discovery of the sulphona-
mides, that the reviewer must doubt
whether the author has read the papers
listed in his references. Thus doubt is
cast on the general reliability of the book.
This is a pity because where Professor
Collard allows himself a little more
space he gives a readable and informative
account of the subject.

D. FOSTER

The Distribution of the Human Blood
Groups and other Polymorphisms, 2nd
edition. By A. E. Mourant, Ada C.
Kopec, and Kazimiera Domaniewska-
Sobczak. (Pp. xiv + 1055; £55-00.)
London: Oxford University Press. 1976.

It has taken 22 years for the second
edition to appear, and the fact that it is
three times the volume and three times
the weight of the first edition bears witness
to the vast expansion of knowledge in the
field of blood groups and other poly-
morphisms. The range of variants now
includes haptoglobin, transferrin, beta
lipoprotein, and enzyme systems in
addition to red cell antigens.
The initial 140 pages consist of an

updated text and are virtually equivalent
to the whole of the first edition. The major
difference concerns the tables, and we
now have what must be a unique collec-
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tion of tabulated facts, figures, and maps
with an extensive bibliography. One can
only admire the patience and endurance
of the authors who have meticulously
sifted through a vast number of published
papers to give us the information at our
fingertips for day-to-day reference
purposes.

This review has been deliberately
delayed in order to put the book to work
in a blood group reference laboratory. Ex-
perience has shown the need to use the
book regularly in order to become familiar
with its layout. The subject index refers
only to the text, which is somewhat
misleading, and to find the incidence of
the rare red cell antigen, Mg, it is neces-
sary to use the list of contents, whereupon
the reader is quickly referred to the
incidence of the antigen in three different
populations. Attempts to find the incidence
of the A. and pk antigens were unsuc-
cessful but one is left with the feeling that
the information is somewhere to be found
in the book. To find the incidence of the
R. genotype in Negro populations would
take a long time and much cross reference.

This is an invaluable compendium of
tables which, when everything is in your
favour, gives answers in minutes compared
with an otherwise daunting search of the
literature. It is a necessary companion
in any blood group reference or forensic
laboratory but will probably be too
expensive for more general distribution.

W. J. JENKINS

.Colour Atlas and Textbook of Macro-
pathology. 2nd edition. By Walter
Sandritter and C. Thomas. Translated
and Edited by W. H. Kirsten. (Pp. xiv+
361; 680 figures, including 639 colour
photographs, and 14 tables; £28-60.)
London: Lloyd-Luke (Medical Books)
(Distributors for Year Book Medical
Publishers, Chicago). 1976.

The authors of this book, first published
in German in 1970, have attempted to
turn what is basically an atlas into an
illustrated textbook by using the titles of
diseases for the main headings and
incorporating the descriptions of the
lesions illustrated into the text. The text
has also been extended. This increases the
factual content of the book but it has the
disadvantage that the descriptions of the
figures tend to get lost in the text or at
least to have their impact weakened. The
effect is increased by the fact that much
of the text is in smaller print and written
in what the authors themselves call 'a

brief, telegraphic style'. Th
text is far from easy to
omission would probably
book. On the other hand, tI
of high quality and, with f4
are sharp. The colours are
and although highlights ar
prominent, they have been
careful photographic tech
distracting, at least to this
the highly coloured backgrc
A wide range of lesions

but coverage is noticeabl:
example in the central ne
Unfortunately, the index is
in that none of the page
correct, all being low by a
ranges from 2 for the lesio
part of the book to 6 for
the end of the book.

This is a costly book and
the pockets of undergraduat
pathologists. Nevertheles;
beautifully produced volun
tains a wealth of visual mort
information and is well woI
in a good library.

Histochemistry of the Ad
By C. Girod. Handbuch dei
Volume VIII. Supplemei
(Pp. viii + 325; DM 22
Gustav Fischer Verlau. 1974

This is a timely monograph on the
histochemistry of the adenohypophysis.
It will be most helpful for those concerned
with the cytophysiology and pathology of
the pituitary, for it reviews not only the
older literature, with its emphasis upon
the classical methods of cytology and
cytochemistry, but also takes into account
two subsequent trends, the first concerned
with the ultrastructure of the cells of the
anterior pituitary and the second with
their immunohistochemical identification.

This is not to say that this monograph
is any substitute for Romeis' superb
review in Moellendorff's Handbook, an
analysis still unrivalled as the source in
this field. Since 1940, however, very many
papershave been published on thecytology
of the anterior lobe of the pituitary, some
first class, but many perhaps of greater
aesthetic than scientific value.

This more recent literature Girod has
reviewed well. A particular virtue of his
book is the careful analysis of methods,
for example, in autoradiography and in
immunohistochemistry. He also reviews
in considerable detail the cytochemical
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iis part of the investigations which supplanted early
read and its tinctorial work in the late 1940s. His
improve the critical analysis of the functional sig-

he pictures are nificance of these cytochemical observa-
ew exceptions, tions is of value. What, however, is
verv realistic, somewhat lacking is any attempt similarly

*e occasionally to analyse the applicability of such tech-
minimised by niques to the experimental study of
inique. More endocrine and pathological problems.
,reviewer, are It is when one is attempting to quanti-
)unds. tate cytological and cytochemical findings
is illustrated that one most rapidly learns the short-

y patchy, for comings of individual techniques. Such
rvous system. quantitative work was pioneered by
of little value Russell and Crooke in their analysis of
references is changes seen in the human anterior
figure which pituitary in Cushing's disease, and it was

ns in the first taken a stage further when Pearse made
those towards comparable analyses in a variety of

endocrine diseases.
clearly beyond The experimental application of such
tes and trainee techniques seems, however, not to be a
s it is a major interest of Girod: his approach is
ne which con- essentially anatomical in Woodger's sense,
bid anatomical that is, concerned with a single moment in
rthy of a place a cell's physiological life.

Perhaps in further editions he could
R. C. CURRAN take more account of the pathophysiology

of the adenohypophysis and perhaps, also,
lenohypophysis of the hypothalamus and neurohypo-
r Histochemie, physis too. There are strong anatomical
nts. Part 4. as well as physiological reasons for
0.) Stuttgart: thinking in terms of a single hypothalamo-
6. hypophysial system.

J. C. SLOPER

International Code of Nomenclature of
Bacteria. Bacteriological Code 1976 Re-
vision.:Edited by S. P. Lapage, P. H. A.
Sneath, E. F. Lessel, V. B. D. Skerman,
H. P. R. Seeliger, and W. A. Clark.
(Pp. xxxv + 180; $5 00.) Washingtcn:
American Society for Microbiology. 1975.

To achieve order and system in bacteric-
logical nomenclature an internationally
accepted code is required. The present
version is that approved by the Plenary
Session of the First Congress for Bacteri-
ology, Jerusalem, 1973.

After a short chapter on 'General
Considerations', the Code is described
under 'Principles', 'Rules', and 'Recom-
mendations', the two latter deriving from
the former. The scientific names of all
taxa are Latin or latinized words and are
based on valid publication, legitimacy,
and priority of publication. All these
aspects are dealt with in detail as are the
nomenclatural types of taxa and the
appropriate method(s) of their designa-
tions. A procedure for amendments is
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