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Histopathology. Vol. 1. No. 1. January
1977. Edited by R. E. Cotton. (Pp. 86;
illustrated; published bi-monthly; UK
£27-00, overseas £32-50.) Oxford: Black-
well Scientific Publications. 1977.

The proliferation of medical journals
shows no signs of abating, and for many
the struggle to keep up with literature is
difficult, if not impossible. A need for any
new journal can always be made, but not
all have a distinct role to play. The aims
and editorial policy of this new journal is
'to publish original histopathological mat-
erial having clinicalapplication in thestudy
of human disease' and 'it is designed to be
of practical importance to the diagnostic
histopathologist'. During the last few years
there has been an increasing tendency for
many important histopathological articles
to be published in journals devoted to
clinical specialities and, inevitably, these
cannot be readily available in most
laboratories. Many pathologists have felt
the need for a journal devoted to critical
studies in human pathology and, judged
by the standard of the first number, which
includes such topics as chronic hepatitis,
immunofluorescence, and immuno-elec-
tron microscopy findings in membranous
glomerulonephritis, and primary lym-
phomas of the gastrointestinal tract, the
journal will soon be on the shelf of most
practising histopathologists. In a fore-
word, Dr Nathan Kaufman, President of
the International Academy of Pathology,
refers to the launching of Histopathology
as a landmark in the development, growth,
and commitment of the International
Academy of Pathology and of the British
Division in particular. Judged by the first
issue, the prospects for this newcomer are
bright.
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Symposium on the Fibrotic Process.
Annals of the Rheumatic Disease, April
1976, Supplement No. 2. Edited by
Malcolm I. V. Jayson. (Pp. iv + 79;
illustrated; £3-50.) London: British Medi-
cal Association. 1977.

wease or reti- Fibrosis is a fundamental pathological
fact immuno- response to tissue injury. Normally
sociated with advantageous, it produces disease when
how mucosal excessive; notable examples are cirrhosis,

the various pulmonary fibroses, sclero-
)gmatic state- derma, rheumatic heart disease, sclerosing
I would take peritonitis, and schistosomiasis. Fibrous
that 'metasta- tissue is collagenous, and increased pro-
submucosa is duction, diminished destruction or a
nore than one combination of each are possible explana-
eogranulomas tions. In any event, knowledge of factors
Syts, since the which control collagen synthesis or break-
vays a lipid in down is essential for investigations of these
Dwever, minor diseases.
offset by the This symposium is a complete guide to
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d (12 shows genetic collagen types, the importance of
i0 and 60 are crosslinkages to stability, soluble factors
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Ltypia at this down, and the importance of collagenase
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times excitingly reviewed. All the relevant
I. DAWSON diseases are mentioned. Possible therapeu-

tic approaches, including crosslinking
inhibitors (lathyrogens and penicillamine),

phage. Edited secretory inhibitors (colchicine), and the
xviii + 633; possible role of amino acid analogues, are
in: Academic included.

This symposium is a concise and
authoritative guide to an important field

ie patterns of and can be highly recommended.
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biopsies and necropsy material. It there-
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