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Advances in Hemoglobin Analysis.
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Alan R Liss Inc. 1981.
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Automation in Hematology. What to
Measure and Why? Eds DW Ross, G
Brecher and M Bessis. (Pp 338; illustrated;
DM 78; £46-10 paperback.) Springer-
Verlag. 1981.

This is the record of a symposium held in
July, 1979 at the Institute de Pathologie
Cellulaire, Bicetre, with the objective so
concisely expressed in its subtitle. The
discussions bring out very clearly the
circularity of the process sometimes
involved: advances in technology in many
cases make possible the measurement of
properties of blood cells for which a
clinical application (if any) has yet to be
discovered, so providing the means to
answer questions which haematologists
might not otherwise have thought to ask.
It is equally clear that a heavy investment
has been made in the automation of
traditional procedures, notably the differ-
ential leucocyte count, the general utility
of which was disputed by several distin-
guished participants.
The contributions are wide-ranging and

provide a fascinating glimpse of the
technological explosion now taking place.
The book fulfils in some aspects the
organisers' hope of presenting ........ a
tentative look at the haematology of the
year 2000."

MK ALEXANDER

Radionuclide Tracer Techniques in
Haematology. CS Bowring. (Pp 140;
£8-50.) Butterworths. 1981.

This attractive, slim volume is an excellent
introduction into the basic physics and
instrumentation of radionuclide tracer
investigations used by the haematologists.
The accepted and often used techniques
such as the measurement of red cell and
plasma volume, cell survival studies, and
ferrokinetics are clearly explained. The
possible errors, common technical
problems, and ways of presentation of
results are simply and clearly discussed.
The chapters on external counting and
imaging are particularly useful and new
techniques are well described. The book
can be used as a laboratory manual even
by those not familiar with radionuclide
techniques.

It is a pity that such a neatly presented
book makes no mention of safety rules and
regulations that are of paramount im-
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