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text. In a number of sections substantial
rewriting has been carried out since the 1st
edition eg microbial adhesion and the
biochemical properties of dental plaque.
Although the coverage of oral infections
other than caries and periodontal disease
was inadequate in the previous edition, this
deficiency has been much improved in the
present volume. Whilst the main reader-
ship of this book will be dental students, I
feel sure that many workers in the field of
human microbiology will find this a useful
and fascinating volume.

T WALLACE MACFARLANE

Topley and Wilson's Principles of Bac-
teriology, Virology, and Immunity. 7th ed.
Vol 3. Bacterial Diseases. Ed GR Smith.
(Pp 610; £65.) Vol 4. Virology. Ed F
Brown and Sir Graham Wilson (Pp 584;
£65.) Edward Arnold. 1984.

These two volumes complete publication of
the seventh edition of this comprehensive
and remarkable book. (For review of vol-
umes 1 & 2, published in 1983, see J Clin
Path 1984, Vo. 7, no 6, p 716.) Volume 3
deals with the infectious diseases-
bacterial, mycoplasmal, chlamydial, and
rickettsial that affect man and animals. It is
the practical application of the detailed sys-
tematic bacteriology of volume 2. Special
emphasis is placed on epidemiology, diag-
nosis, prophylaxis, and control. Of the four
volumes which make up the seventh edi-
tion, this volume (no 3) is likely to be the
one most often consulted by those who
work in diagnostic laboratories in human
and veterinary medical practice. Compared
with previous editions, sections on myco-
plasmal, chlamydial, bacteroides, pas-
teurella, and campylobacter infections
have been extensively re-written in the
light of much new work and in view of the
emergence of greater veterinary impor-
tance than was reflected in earlier editions.
Particular mention is made by the editor of
information on "new" diseases such as
enteritis in man due to Yersinia
enterocolitica, Clostidium difficile, and
Campylobacter; on Legionnaire's disease;
on infant botulism; and on contagious
equine metritis. Mention might also be
made of a brief reference to"fifth" disease
(p5 17) probably due to a parvovirus.
Acquired immuno-deficiency syndrome
(AIDS) was dealt with in Vol 1 (p 410).
Hospital-acquired infections not surpris-
ingly are given a chapter of their own in
which the importance of opportunist infec-

tions in patients with increased susceptibil-
ity is well brought out. Anaerobic, non-
sporing, gram-negative bacteria, and
food-borne diseases receive careful atten-
tion; and there is a welcome much-needed
chapter on epidemiology.
As in previous editions due regard has

been paid to the more important historical
aspects of infectious disease. In this con-
nection it was particularly pleasing to find
that a place has still been reserved for a
description of two of the truly classic,
beautifully simple, even amusing experi-
ments by which the British Plague Com-
mission succeeded in persuading their scep-
tical critics in Bombay that plague was
indeed conveyed to man from rat-infested
houses by the escape of rat fleas from dead
and dying animals.
Volume 4 on virology ventures a bold

approach to the subject starting with the
statement that the single most important
event in virology in the past 30 years was
the discovery that the RNA extracted from
tobacco mosaic virus was itself infectious.
Added to recent previous discoveries on
DNA-host cell relationships and on the
structure of DNA, the RNA work put vir-
ology "on the crest of a wave on which it is
still riding". Classification of viruses is now
firmly based on the chemical properties of
the viruses; and our understanding of the
way in which the agents multiply rests on
fundamental chemical knowledge. The two
chapters on the genetics and on the
pathogenicity of viruses added to the
immediately preceding one on virus repli-
cation will surely open new understandings
among most general readers who are not
specialists in this exciting field. It is
interesting-indeed it is nearly incredible,
as well as astonishing and encouraging, to
those who during the past 30 years have
actually seen cases of smallpox, yellow
fever, and poliomyelitis to realise that
these dreadful diseases are now either
eradicated or on the way out. This has not
happened without great effort. Truly the
expert epidemiologists, immunologists, and
field workers who led these successful
campaigns, and saw them to good conclu-
sions, have well served their day and gen-
eration. In their time they faced criticism,
scepticism, and real discomforts and dan-
gers; and not a few gave their lives. The
prospects of further successes that must lie
ahead-perhaps in the near future-surely
provide the impetus required to translate
into practical applications the wealth of
fundamental biology contained in this par-

ticular volume, which must indeed be a

revelation of a whole new world to non-
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virological general microbiologists.
Taken as a whole the contents of the four

volumes of Topley and Wilson must surely
place this incredible textbook among the
wonders of the scientific world.

JW HOWIE

International Review of Experimental
Pathology. Vols 24, 25 and 26. Ed GW
Richter and MA Epstein. (Vol 24; Pp 389;
£35.); (Vol 25; Pp 391; £41.); (Vol 26; Pp
283; £50-50.) Academic Press. 1983 and
1984.

These well established volumes are eagerly
awaited, and these three volumes maintain
the standard. The format remains
unchanged, each volume consisting of an
in-depth review of often a very specialised
aspect of experimental pathology. Many of
the reviews start with a clinical definition of
a condition with the essential pathological
changes, then progress to the
pathophysiology and various experimental
models that are available for the further
study of such conditions.
These volumes are highly recommended

for any active department of experimental
pathology. For the less academic depart-
ments, one would urge selection to ensure
that the main topic of interest to the indi-
vidual would be represented within the
appropriate volume. With the ever-
increasing rise in toxicology, they should be
purchased by such departments. Certainly
for a PhD or MD candidate in pathology
who had the good chance to find their sub-
ject reviewed, they would be invaluable.

Although good value, the three volumes
may prove difficult for the budget of some
departments. One is left with the feeling
that the publishers would do well to sell
reprints of these individual classical
reviews.

DA WILLOUGHBY

Bone Marrow Transplantation. Ed RS
Weiner, E Hackel, and C Schiffer. Pp 160;
$25.) American Association of Blood
Banks. 1983.

Bone marrow transplantation (BMT) is
increasingly being used as a treatment
modality for patients with aplastic anaemia
and haematological malignancies. The aim
of this book was to review those aspects of
BMT relevant to the blood bank. In fact, it
covers a wider spectrum of subjects some-
what superficially. However, included are
an excellent review of the immunogenetics
of clinical BMT and reviews on methods
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for concentrating stem cells, cryopreserva-
tion of autologous marrow, and post-
transplant immunodeficiency and its con-
sequences. Regrettably, there is little dis-
cussion of CMV infection and the CMV
status of blood product donors. The final
chapter considers T cell depletion of donor
marrow as a means of preventing graft ver-
sus host disease, and in vitro methods of
treating autologous marrow to remove
residual tumour cells.

Thus, this volume may be of greater
interest to the clinician than to blood bank
staff.

AMA ROHATINER

Practical Aspiration Cytology. D Melcher,
J Linehan, and R Smith. (Pp 230; £25.)
Churchill Livingstone. 1984.

This book is a concise and generously illus-
trated practical guide to the cytodiagnosis
of thin needle aspirates. It will be valuable
to pathologists who work in this field and
especially to newcomers. It will also be of
interest to cytotechnologists for whom
there is a glossary of relevant pathological
terms.
The text describes the essential clinical

and laboratory techniques but it is chiefly
concerned with descriptions of the cytolog-
ical appearances. These are illustrated by
numerous good quality half page black and
white photomicrographs. Six authors have
contributed chapters which include most of
the sites to which fine needle aspiration is
usefully applied. Particularly welcome are
those on the thyroid and salivary glands by
John Webb who draws on his enormous
practical experience as surgeon and mic-
roscopist. The chapter on lymph nodes is
outstanding for its lucid approach to this
difficult subject. Some over simplifications
are inevitable in a small book but they are
hard to find and amply justified by the
result.

This is an essential addition to the
laboratory bookshelf and excellent value at
£25.

ELIZABETH A HUDSON

Notices
British Society for Dermatopathology

The British Society for Dermatopathology
is holding a one day symposium on Mesod-
ermal and Appendageal Skin Tumours on
1 March 1985 at the Hammersmith Hospi-
tal, Du Cane Road, London W12. Please
apply to: Dr Robin Russell Jones, Secret-

ary of the British Society for Der-
matopathology, St John's Hospital for Dis-
eases of the Skin, 5 Lisle Street, Leicester
Square, London WC2H 7BJ.

International Symposium on the Toxicolog-
ical Applications of Cytochemistry, His-

tochemistry, and Immunhistochemistry

The Symposium will be held at Jesus Col-
lege, University of Cambridge, from 24 to
27 September 1985.
The appropriate application of

cytochemical, histochemical, and
immunohistochemical techniques to tox-
icology offers the potential to bridge the
dichotomy between cellular structure and
function, to identify early degenerative
changes, to quantitate repair processes,
and to define aspects of the biochemical
events which produce the pathological
response. In practice, however, these mic-
roscopic techniques have not, as yet, con-

tributed fully to the safety evaluation of
chemicals and the understanding of toxic
lesions. The Royal Microscopical Society is
organising a four day International Sym-
posium at which the applications of these
techniques will be presented, with a view to
improving the detection of lesions and
allowing a better interpretation of risk
assessment in response to chemical expos-

ure. In addition to keynote speakers, there
will be an opportunity for participants to
present free communications on the tech-
niques, their applications to toxicity test-
ing, and the understanding of molecular
events associated with chemically induced
changes. The closing date for abstract sub-

mission is 1 May 1985.
For technical information write to the

Scientific Organiser, Dr PH Bach, Robens
Institute of Health and Safety, University
of Surrey, Guildford GU2 5XH, Surrey,
England.

Abstract and registration forms are
available from The Administrator, Royal
Microscopical Society, 37/38 St Clements,
Oxford OX4 1AJ, England.

3rd South-East-European Symposium of
Paediatic Surgery

A symposium on Osteomyelitis and
Osteitis in Childhood will be held in Graz,
Austria, on 13-15 July 1985. The Official
languages are: German, English, and
French (simultaneous translation).

Postgraduate Course

A postgraduate course on Orthopaedy in

Book reviews

Childhood will be held in Graz, Austria on
8-12 July 1985 for orthopaedists,
paediatric surgeons, surgeons, and paediat-
ricians. The number of participants is
limited and there will be no translation.
Inquiries may be directed to: Professor Dr
H Sauer, Department of Paediatric Surgery
of the University of Graz, HeinrichstraBe
31, A-8010 Graz, Austria.

Prize Biochemical Analysis 1986

The German Society for Clinical Chemistry
awards the prize Biochemical Analysis
every two years at the conference
Biochemische Analytik in Munich. The
prize of DM 10 000 is donated by
Boehringer Mannheim GmbH for out-
standing and novel work in the field of
biochemical analysis or biochemical
instrumentation or for significant contribu-
tions to the advancement in experimental
biology especially relating to clinical
biochemistry. Competitors for the prize
1986 (conference 3-6 June 1986) should
submit papers concerning one theme,
either published or accepted for publica-
tion between 1 October 1983 and 30 Sep-
tember 1985, before 15 November 1985,
to:
Prof Dr H Feldmann, Secretary of the prize
Biochemical Analysis, Institut fur
Physiologische Chemie der Universitat,
Goethestrasse 33, D-8000 Munchen 2. If
several authors are involved in this work,
please, indicate the name(s) of the candi-
date(s).

Some new titles
The receipt of books is acknowledged, and
this listing must be regarded as sufficient
return for the courtesy of the sender.
Books that appear to be of particular inter-
est will be reviewed as space permits.
The Biochenical Effects of Drugs in Pre-
gnancy. Vol 1. Drugs Active on the Nerv-
ous, Cardiovascular and Haemopoietic
Systems. A Onnis and P Grella. (Pp 396;
£45.) John Wiley. 1984.
Blood Vessels and Lymphatics in Organ
Systems. Ed David I Abramson and Philip
B Dobrin. (Pp 771; £69.) Academic Press.
1984.
Immunogy Simpld. 2nd ed. Oxford
Medical Publications. TR Bowry. (Pp 230;
soft cover £5.95.) Oxford University Press.
1984.
Pathophysiology. Abbreviations and Alter-
ations in Function. Barbara L Bullock and
Pearl Philbrook Rosendahl. (Pp 851; US
$35.) Little Brown. 1984.
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