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Although there is some unevenness in the
chapters, most are excellent, and I strongly
recommend that all diagnostic laboratories
should have access to a copy.

ELIZABETH SHAW

Aspiration Biopsy. Cytologic Interpretation
and Histologic Bases. LG Koss, S Woyke,
and W Olszewski. (Pp 502; £72 25.)
Williams and Wilkins, 1985.

The introduction to this book covers funda-
mental principles and techniques, including
a helpful account of relevant imaging meth-
ods. The book then divides into two major
sections, one dealing with palpable lesions
and the other with lesions accessible only
with the aid of imaging techniques. Al-
though the authors modestly say the "book
has many gaps," it is, in fact, remarkably
comprehensive. For each site the text gives
an account of pathological and clinical
problems followed by a detailed description
of the cytological findings. Written mainly
by the senior American author, the text is
eminently readable and supported by an ex-
cellent bibliography. The illustrations,
largely provided by the European authors,
consist predominantly of black and white
photomicrographs of the cytopathology
with relevant histopathology, and they are
of a consistently high standard. While ap-
preciating their reasons, one regrets the au-
thors' decision to exclude air dried
Romanowsky stained material. Despite this
minor reservation the book should be
warmly welcomed as an essential addition to
the library in any department working in
this rapidly developing field.

HELENA E HUGHES

Human Prenatal Diagnosis. Clinical and
Biochemical Analysis. Vol 18. Ed Karen Fil-
kins, Joseph F Russo. (Pp 424; $90.00.)
Marcel Dekker Inc, 1985.

This volume on human prenatal diagnosis
introduces, investigates, and clarifies diag-
nosis, genetic counselling, and intervention;
new and experimental techniques are
presented and a wide range of topics are
covered. In some places the book contains
useful recommendations for current
practice-for example, listing five sets of in-
dications for amniocentesis for cytogenetic
disorders. These recommendations are
qualified as "sufficiently established for rou-
tine clinical applications," other indications,
although considered are "not sufficiently es-
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tablished." In other chapters, such as ultra-
sonography: first and second trimesters, no
such useful summary is given. This is under-
standable as the knowledge in that area is
not as well established as that of cytogenetic
abnormalities. The book is thus uneven,
sometimes addressing the non-specialist,
and sometimes the research worker and
those at work in referral centres. There are
even hints of this uneven quality in the wise
and comprehensive introduction by Ku-
shnik. One recurrent theme is the current ex-
tensive work being carried out to "prevent"
a small percentage of disabling genetic
diseases.
Despite being at the beginning of prenatal
diagnosis we are already confronted with the
problems of the cost effectiveness of "pre-
venting" rare diseases. This north American
book does not help a hard pressed team plan
their allocation of resources. In part this
arises from the difficulties of distinguishing
between research and standard clinical prac-
tice. Most of this book seems concerned
with the evolution of a possible future.

This is a useful book for referral centres
for zenetic and con.en.ital disease however-
because it contains a very wi
view articles.

1985 Year Book of Patholog
Pathology. Ed KM Brinkh(
£43.) Blackwells, 1985.

Yet another volume of this pei
peared, and it is just as inter
and more attractive. The for
changed to mark the 85th ann
original Practical Medicine Ye
this volume is the 38th annual
series. To provide over 250 a

pithy relevant observations 1
accompanying most abstrac
journals have been screened,
only pathology and clinical p
nals but also clinical and pure
nals.
The first part on pathol

nearly three quarters of the
tains 16 chapters. The first ch
eral pathology, is subdivid
sections, one of which is a n
perinatal and paediatric path
abstracts. The other 15 chapte
to systemic pathology. The s
the book, comprising seven ci
to clinical pathology. These
ical pathology, toxicology ar
itoring, microbiology, parasi
banking, haematology, qualil
voted mainly towards clinical

haematology), and clinical applications
(with references to SNOP and SNOMED).

In all parts of the book the increasing ap-
plication of polyclonal and monoclonal an-
tibody techniques is evident. Quite apart
from the book's usefulness with respect to
specific problems, it is a useful text to
browse through during a tea break. It is so
difficult these days to keep abreast of the ad-
vances within one's own discipline, that one
tends to avoid learning about advances in
other disciplines; but the effort should be
made nevertheless. This book provides an
opportunity to do just that.

In addition to a subject index the book
has an author index. At first glance £45
seems to be quite a lot to pay for this book,
but at roughly 10p per page or 17p per ab-
stract it is good value for money.

JF BOYD

Immnunoassay. An Introduction. R Edwards.
(Pp 162; soft cover £11-95.) William Hei-
nemann Medical Books Ltd, 1985.

e range of re- This book provides a very useful account of
the various immunoassay methods in cur-

RA HARKNESS rent use in laboratories. There is a brief his-
torical introduction, and the basic concepts

y and Clinical of the various assay methods are explained.
us. (Pp 456; The book is well laid out and the figures are

a model of clarity. It assumes little medical
knowledge and is an ideal book for those

rennial has ap- wishing to learn the basics of immunoassay.
resting as ever There are individual chapters on methods
rmat has been such as radioimmunoassay, enzyme labelled
iversary of the immunoassay, and particle agglutination.~ar Books, and The book ends with a good overview of theof the current laboratory application of the various assay
Ibstracts, with methods.
by the editors The book seems to be aimed at students of
ts about 87 biochemistry, technicians, and perhaps med
in'cluding not ical students taking intercalated degrees. It
athology jour- is not well suited to the needs of post
scientificjour- graduate students due to insufficient tech-

nical detail and few references. All in all,
Logy, occupies however, it would be a good starting point
text and con- for the undergraduate who wishes to learn
apter, on gen- about immunoassay methods. I shall cer-
led into nine tainly recommend it to any student who
ew section on wishes to have an introduction to immu-
ology with 10 noassay methods.
-re ar.a A.PwMat. CHW HORNE

;econd part of
iapters, relates
include chem-
nd drug mon-
itology, blood
ty control (de-
chemistry and

Science Writing for Beginners AD Farr.
(Pp 117; paperback £5.80.) Blackwells. 1985.

Anyone who reads this book will find it both
interesting, easy to read, and amusing. In
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addition to comitting to memor
many eponymous quotations fo
casual use at carefully stagema
sions, few, if any, of us can fail 1

the advice given, some of which
return to old fashioned value
should have a subject, verb, ar
that writing needs a beginning, a
an end, or that mispelling matte
is new fangled, especially the ck
literary and technical strengt]
itations of writing with the hel
processer.

This book has been written 1

of a scientific journal that is to
all our laboratories, and it tell
write correct English useage an

ture, and complete a thesis,
paper, or a book. We are urged
that Rudyard Kipling's brainc
honest men "What and Why
How and Where and Who" is s
as it represents a reader's uns
tions that the author must answ
sentences and paragraphs impr
hension and impact; that a clat
theses (such as these) should be ,

on its own. Finally, this book te.
to negotiate the payment in a
contract, the procedure for c
rejection, how to review a book
and proof read to avoid the ver
and mistakes that often creep ii
writing, including this review.

Shorten the above review by I
rect the errors, or buy this boo

Sarcoidosis. 2nd ed. JG Scadd
Mitchell. (Pp 704; £55.) Chaprr
Medical. 1985.

With the addition of a second a
an updated version of the
retaining many illustrations,
references as before. It is ma
dealing with each system and a
siderable length, with quotatic
literature comprising 20% of ti
authors do not accept the I
Committee's description and de
osis as "a disease characterised
logical finding of multisysten
though willing to diagnose "ir
that tubercles are present withc
typical clinical situations. Thi
quate accounts of newer techniq
nosis, immunology, and aetiol
overemphasis on the Kveim
pathologists may object to the u

y some ofthe
)r subsequent
Lnaged occa-
to learn from
i comprises a
-s (sentences
ad object, or
a middle, and
rs); but some
iapter on the
hs and lim-
lp of a word

by the editor
be found in

Is us how to

cle" instead of "granuloma" and find that
pathology differential diagnosis is rather
inadequate. The book will deservedly be on

the shelf ofmost clinical sarcoidologists as it
provides an exhaustive review, particularly
of the older literature.

W JONES WILLIAMS

Burkitt's Lymphoma: A Human Cancer
Model. IARC Scientific Publications No 60.
Ed GM Lenoir, GT O'Conor, CLM
Olweny. (Pp 484; £20.) Oxford University
Press. 1985.

d plan, struc- This book comprises the proceedings of a
a scientific symposium held under the auspices of the

not to forget International Agency for Research on Can-
-hild, the six cer (WHO) to mark the 25th anniversary of
and When, the first publication by Dr Dennis Burkitt on

still relevant, the tumour which now bears his name.

poken ques- Dr Burkitt himself writes the first chapter,
er; that short which should be read again and again by
*ove compre- basic scientists who too often denigrate
se in paren- "simple" clinicians. Without Burkitt's astute
able to stand observations scores of epidemiologists,
aches us how pathologists, virologists, immunologists,
l publisher's cytogenetecists, and molecular biologists
contesting a would be without ajob, for such has been the
,how to edit impact of the discovery of this fascinating
hbal prolixity tumour. No other tumour has been so thor-
nto so much oughly and successfully investigated, and no

worker in cancer research, whatever the
half and cor- field, can afford to be without this book.
k. The symposium brought together a wide
RAB DRURY variety of experts from all over the world,

and each contribution to those proceedings
is a concise summary of an aspect either of
Burkitt's lymphoma itself or the Epstein-

Ling and DN Barr virus and its related conditions. Each
ian and Hall chapter is a precise highly readable account

of first class scientific research and is fol-
lowed by a well balanced and, fortunately,

author this is not overlong list of references.
1967 text, At £20 this is a very modestly priced book

Tables, and and I recommend it enthusiastically.
Linly clinical, PG ISAACSON
irgan at con-
)ns from the
ie book. The
International
:fine sarcoid-
by the histo-
n tubercles"
n the belief"
)ut biopsy in
ere are ade-
lues for diag-
logy, but an

test. Histo-
se of "tuber-

Interferons. Their Impact in Biology and
Medicine. Ed Joyce Taylor-Papadimitriou.
(Pp 148; £20.) Oxford University Press.
1985.

This book has been planned and edited by a

scientist who made important contributions
in the early days of interferon research and
is still active in the field. She has successfully
arranged it to present the field as it appears
in the 1980s. It starts with readable descrip-
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tions of the genes and of their regulation and
control. There is a good chapter on the effect
of interferon(s) on virus replication in vitro
and a judicious chapter on the interactions
with the immune system. It continues with a
condensed but readable account of how
interferns participate in the production of
infectious diseases and may be used to treat
them, one day! Finally there is a chapter on
interferon and the treatment of cancer,
which shows that in certain tumours inter-
feron(s) treatment confers enough benefit to
justify full phase III studies.

The authors are all international experts
but write for the general reader of biology or
medicine. The contributions are adequately
referenced but only a few citations are for
1984, presumably a late chapter! There are of
course competing books on interferons but
this seemed to be a good one; it would be
valuable to someone new to the field who
had a little background, or to update some-
one who had not time to read the original
papers or the "heavier" reviews.

DAJ TYRRELL

Recent Advances in Streptococci and Strep-
tococcal Diseases. Ed Y Kimura, S Kotami,
Y Shiokawa. (Pp 369; £48.) Reedbooks.
1985.

The participants in the IXth Lancefield
International Symposium on streptococci
and streptococcal diseases, together with the
editors and the publishers, are to be congrat-
ulated on producing the proceedings of the
symposium so quickly and to such a high
standard. This book contains nearly 180
abstracts on comprehensively diverse
aspects ofstreptococci and streptococcal dis-
eases. It is not, therefore, a book to be read
through, but it is so packed with interesting
information that it will appeal to both expert
and amateur alike. Many of the sections
such as the epidemiology, identification of
streptococci, clinical aspects, and effects of
antibiotics, can be recommended without
reservation to the general reader. This in no
way detracts from the other excellent sec-
tions that deal with more specialised matters
such as cellular components, extracellular
products, genetics, immune responses, and
so on. This comprehensive collection of
recently presented pieces of work makes a
most useful up to date source of reference,
and, like its predecessors from earlier sym-
posia, should find its way not only on to
library shelves but on to the book shelf of the
busy laboratory where much of the informa-
tion contained therein will be both useful
and pertinent to the daily round.

DM JONES
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