
J Clin Pathol 1988;41:118-120
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Autoimmune Rheumatic Disease. J Morrow,
D Isenberg. (Pp 324; £39-50.) Blackwells.
1987. ISBN 0-632-01632-9.

There are now many medium sized rheu-
matology books, but Drs Morrow and
Isenberg have written a good rheumato-
logical overview. They have gone along an
immunological pathway, concentrating
on the autoimmune aspects of rheumatic
diseases. This fills a previous void. They have
a deliberately restricted view, and focus pre-
dominantly on connective tissue diseases.
After setting the immunological scene and
outlining immunological methods they
journey through the individual diseases.
They start with systemic lupus ery-
thematosus, and then progress through
rheumatoid arthritis towards the overlap
syndromes and systemic vasculitis. I do not
consider rheumatoid arthritis or sclero-
derma as autoimmune diseases, and some of
their opinions seem rather too immuno-
logical, especially concerning the patho-
genesis of connective tissue disorders.
Nevertheless, this is an enjoyable and read-
able account of the rheumatic diseases. It is
well illustrated with understandable and top-
ical line drawings. Its tables give up to date
summaries. I was also taken with the intro-
ductions to each disease showing the mile-
stones in their history.

DL SCOTT

Handbook of Experimental Immunology.
Vols 1-4. Vol 1-Immunochemistry;
Vol 2-Cellular Immunology; Vol 3-
Genetics and Molecular Immunology;
Vol 4-Applications of Immunological
Methods in Biomedical Sciences. Ed DM
Weir. (4 volumes; £180.) Blackwells. ISBN
0-632-01499-7

This is an awesome compilation, a veritable
Himalaya of a book spanning the whole vast
subject of immunology with secondary
ranges running into many satellite king-
doms. The Encyclopaedia Britannica apart,
there can be few other volumes which would
dare to present, let alone succeed in
presenting, detailed gene sequences and
instructions for wattle grafting within the
same work. Some idea of its scope can be
conveyed by briefly summarising the con-
tents of the four volumes.
The first volume deals with immuno-

chemistry in all its ramifications. The tyro
carrying out elementary antigen-antibody

precipitation assays and the expert seeking
maps of the entire immunoglobulin gene
complex are equally well served. In guide-
book parlance the volume provides breath-
taking views of the immunoglobulin
molecule's sinuous complexities and the
seracs and crevasses of the lymphocyte sur-
face. Yet, for all the formidable concen-
tration of information, the general is set out
as clearly and succinctly as the particular.
There are splendid diagrams of techniques
such as the isolation and characterisation of
cell surface antigens and the associations
between surface glycoproteins. Indeed, it is a
feature of this book that it is not just a series
of recipes but also a guide to the knowledge
and culture distilled in the methodology.
Certainly the clarity and completeness of
each author's directions reflects their mas-
tery of this subject but equally the narrative
is interspersed with statements about the
state of their art equal to any appearing in a
purely theoretical or descriptive text. For
example, table 39.1 sets out the technicalities
of complement assays with an author-
itativeness redolent of Sinaic tablets but the
narrative in this chapter also portrays the
biological essence of the subject in full mea-
sure.

The Handbook of Experimental Immu-
nology is much more than a collection of
experimental recipes. It is also much more
than a compendium of scholarly essays. In
fact it represents an attempt to link the world
of experimental technologies in immunology
with the world of biological concepts at the
very margin of advancing knowledge. In the
field of lymphocyte responses this is very
much what is needed..." This is usually the
stuff of reviewers' rather than contributors'
eulogies. Fortunately, Gustav Nossal's
praise of his fellow contributors is fully
justified appearing in his overview of lym-
phocyte responses in the second volume on
cellular immunology. This volume is more
austerely useful but this is just what is needed
in a text on a subject so drowned in theoris-
ing over the years. This volume includes the
essential information in more compact form
than other tomes and also ventures into
newer areas such as methods for establishing
T cell clones. Only in its description of inter-
leukin assays does the volume lag behind the
times but only a daily newspaper could serve
as a vehicle for disseminating the latest infor-
mation on this subject.
The third volume boldly plunges into the

intricacies of the most recent technology to
be introduced into immunology-namely
the application of molecular biology and
particularly molecular genetics. The Editors
have shown great vision in taking practising

molecular biologists into their fold and
David Baltimore's introductory chapter is a
model ofhow to introduce scientists in other
disciplines to the logic as well as the manip-
ulations of this potentially esoteric craft.
Strategies for elucidating the molecular basis
of antibody diversity and transplantation
immunology are set out as painlessly as any-
one is ever likely to contrive. It may be that
immunologists shedding their inhibitions
and beguiled by the lucidity and elegance of
this volume may need additional technical
guidance. They would properly feel the need
for such counsel anyway on intellectual
grounds.
The final volume one felt would surely

prove too audacious even for an editorial
board with this sagacity and enterprise. Such
timorous speculation is banished by the pre-
cision with which complex technical descrip-
tion is interweaved in a broad canvas of
biological and medical applications. The sec-
tions which deal with methods for raising
and characterising monoclonal antibodies
are just as good as the many texts dealing
exclusively with these matters. It is also felic-
itous that one can proceed straight from gen-
eral descriptions to, for example, a precise
and detailed tabulation of the antigens
expressed by macrophages which can be
detected by monoclonal antibodies. Simi-
larly, the chapters dealing with "clinical
immunology" fully expound the principles
and applications of the laboratory tech-
niques immediately relevant to the diagnosis
and management of clinical problems. These
contributions are as informative in these
areas as many voluminous texts on this sub-
ject but are not superfluously padded out
with clinical and pathological descriptions
more properly belonging to textbooks of
medicine. Any example would illustrate the
point but one can cite the chapter on
immune complexes which soberly and accu-
rately sets out the practical steps and appli-
cations of the methods in a field so often
clouded by half truths and over inter-
pretation.
The first test of a book such as this is its

usefulness as a source of methods. It would
take a panel of expert referees commen-
surate with the numbers of contributors to
produce a truly informed answer but one's
own experience and that culled from imme-
diate colleagues enthusiastically endorse the
book on this score. It is a bonus but not a
prerequisite for a technical handbook to be
interesting and culturally informative. Even
shorn of descriptive methodology, these vol-
umes would hold their own in competition
with most standard textbooks of immu,
nology both basic and applied. The inter-
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weaving of structure and function in the
immunochemical section is unsurpassed.
The only quarrel one has with the editors is
the dilemma they pose to bench workers
wishing not unnaturally to take the recipe
book to the kitchen and who yet have a
respect for print and illustrations of this
quality. Only vandals would carelessly
besmirch these pages with coffee and picric
acid. A handout of copying paper and pro-
tective binders should be mandatory with
each sale.

AM DENMAN

Hexachlorobenzene Proceedings of an Inter-
national Symposium. (IARC Scientific Publi-
cations No 77) Ed CR Morris and JRP
Cabral. (Pp 691; £50.) Oxford University
Press. 1987. ISBN 92-832-1 177-4.

Some scientific topics grow by diffusion to
such an extent that only a broad review can
give perspective to their complexity. Hexa-
chlorobenzene falls into this class. Starting
from a major epidemic of human poisoning
in Turkey in the late 1950's, there have been
studies of its biochemical effects in causing
porphyria, of its general toxicity, of its ubiq-
uitous environmental dissemination and
persistence as a pesticide and as a con-
taminant, and latterly as the cause of a novel
pattern of immunotoxicity.

This book, the report of a comprehensive
conference in 1985, contains information to
excite the physician, toxicologist, and bio-
chemist interested in porphyria and enzyme
induction, to inform those who analyse and
model environmental contamination, and to
guide immunologists looking at the effects
of chemicals on lymphoid tissues.

It is a valuable compendium of clinical
and experimental studies of a compound
that is both medically interesting and a prac-
tical problem.

AD DAYAN

Pathology of the Testis and its Adnexa. Ed
A Talerman, LW Roth. (Pp 256; £43.)
Churchill Livingstone. 1986. ISBN
0-443-08351-7.

This book is by 19 authors, all working in the
United States. The chapters cover the
epidemiology, pathogenesis, morphology,
immunocytochemistry, and clinical manage-
ment of testicular tumours and related
lesions. Most of the figures are good. The

references are copious and up to date, but
the final page number of papers has been
omitted, which is irritating. The
classification used for germ cell neoplasms is
the American version, and I am told by my
clinical colleagues that the treatments
described for testicular tumours are in many
aspects different from those used currently in
the United Kingdom.

It would be easy to be dismissive, but I
think this would be wrong. There are a lot of
recent data on incidence, clinical features,
and pathogenesis; the morphology of
tumours and tumour-like conditions is
clearly set out; and there are many newly
reported lesions which have been described
in detail. Its virtues on the whole outweigh
its faults. I think you should look through
the book, and then buy it.

D LOWE

Respiratory and Alimentary Tract Diseases.
Perspectives in Pediatric Pathology. Vol 11.
Ed HS Rosenberg, J Bernstein. (Pp 218; 110
figs; $100.) Karger. 1987. ISBN
3-8055-4435-9.

This volume discusses an interesting selec-
tion of topics on paediatric respiratory and
alimentary tract disease. The first chapter is
a biography by D Bain on Agnes Rose
Macgregor, a former reader in pathology of
diseases of infancy and childhood in the
University of Edinburgh and relates to how
her career spanned neonatal pathology,
from its infancy to the established role it has
today, and the major influence her work had
on many aspects of paediatric pathology.
The respiratory chapters forming the first

half of the book start with B Roberton dis-
cussing the pahology of neonatal surfactant
deficiency, a very topical subject as much
recent research is being conducted using syn-
thetic and animal surfactants. Then rarer
pulmonary diseases such as idiopathic pul-
monary haemosiderosis and the pulmonary
changes in thalassaemia major are discussed.

In the gastrointestinal part there is a de-
tailed discussion of oesophogeal biopsy in
children and the changes seen in gastro-
esophageal reflux. An unusual approach is
taken to the normal anatomy of the myentric
plexus by BH Landing, where he uses a
maceration-microdissection technique to
demonstrate a circuit diagram of the nerve
plexus at various levels of the gastro-
intestinal tract. The final two conditions dis-
cussed, Indian , childhood. cirrhosis and
degenerative leiomyopathy are interesting

rare conditions with a distinctive geographi-
cal distribution.

This is an excellent, well illustrated book
and can be strongly recommended to both
paediatric and general pathologists and
those interested in paediatric respiratory and
gastrointestinal diseases.

HELENE C REES

Clinical Enzymology. A Case-Oriented Ap-
proach. JA Lott, PL Wolf (Pp 285; soft cover
£3050.) Wolfe Medical Publications Ltd.
1986. ISBN 0-931729-09-2.

This volume consists of in depth reviews of
individual enzymes ofdiagnostic importance
considered separately in 1 1 chapters. Each
chapter begins with a series of clinical case
studies with interpretation of the laboratory
findings. This is followed by a section on the
biochemistry and physiology of the enzyme
being considered, a comprehensive account
of its changes in disease, a critique of meth-
ods for its analysis, and a full reference list.
The volume closes with a series of multiple
choice questions for self-study.
The volume is outstandingly interesting,

well prepared, and comprehensive, and is
largely free of errors. Drs Lott and Wolf
(who prepared most of the material,
with additional contributions from Drs
Nemesanszky and Sawhney) are to be con-
gratulated on its production. The book is
clearly and attractively written and up to
date. I would regard it as a "must" for any-
one with an interest in clinical enzymology,
either physician or clinical biochemist.

SB ROSALKI

Forensic Medicine. The Criminal Law. Lib-
rary No 3. E Stone and H Johnson. Pp 216;
12 colour plates; £30.) Waterlow Publishers.
1987. ISBN 0 08 039219 9.

This book is indeed a tribute to Hugh John-
son, who died so suddenly last year. For
those of us who had the privilege to know
and admire him not only as a forensic
pathologist above reproach, but as a great
friend and colleague, he will be greatly
missed. One looks on this text as a living
memorial to Hugh and in so doing one
should compliment Evan Stone for seeing
the text to its completion.

It is designed as a third volume of a major
new series on English criminal law, primarily
for use by legal practitioners and others
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