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BORDET, Jules Jean Baptiste Vincent
(1870-1961) was a Belgian microbiologist,
bom in Soignies, who studied at Brussels,
qualifying in 1892. From 1894 he worked with
Metchnikoff at the Institut Pasteur in Paris
until he was appointed director of the newly
founded Institut Pasteur in Brussels in 1901.
His early work investigated bacteriolysis and
haemolysis, but his most important research
was into what was called "alexin", now known

as complement. He showed the diagnostic
value of complement fixation tests and an
unexpected by-product of this work was the
isolation, with Gengou in 1906, ofthe causative
organism of whooping cough, now known as
Bordetella Pertussis. In 1907 he was appointed
honorary professor of bacteriology in Brussels,
and in 1916 a foreign FRS. In 1919 he was
awarded the Nobel prize for medicine for his
work on complement lysis.
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