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that the three grade system should be aban-
doned in favour of a simplified version.4 For
the working party to ignore this objective
evidence and to propose complicating further
the CIN system with an additional "bor-
derline" group we regard as astonishing! The
diagnosis of CIN I in the presence or absence
ofviral changes or inflammation was correctly
made by both the Scottish and the Welsh
groups only slightly more often than would
have occurred by chance. Therefore, the
addition ofan extra low grade category "basal
abnormalities of uncertain significance"' can
only increase this confusion. The present
working party has not suggested any new
diagnostic criteria nor has it suggested any
additional techniques which might be used to
clarify this diagnostic difficulty. At the
moment there is no way in which to deter-
mine the "correct" answer in any individual
case. We would be very interested to know
whether the members of this expert group are
carrying out an objective study, similar to the
ones done previously, of the "robustness" of
their new classification.
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Glomerular Pathology. W Lawler. (Pp
208; £60.) Churchill Livingstone. 1991.
ISBN 0-443-04062-1.

This monograph consists of a series of short
chapters with concise text and numerous

illustrations covering the various types of
glomerular changes encountered in renal
biopsy material. Instead of detailed referen-
ces there are lists of additional reading
material at the end of each chapter. In the
preface we are told that this book is aimed at
the junior histopathologist and, certainly, the
text would seem appropriate at this level of
experience and training. My only real quarrel
with the text is that in chapter 11 the author
fails to explain the difference between those
types of focal proliferative glomeruloneph-
ritis which have developed on a background
of diffuse mesangial disease as in IgA disease,
lupus, etc.) and those which have not (micro-
scopic polyarteritis and Wegener's etc).

In the individual chapters the author places
the "clinical features" section at the end

which I consider inappropriate because the
whole approach to diagnosis should be based
on the clinical setting in which the renal
biopsy specimen has been obtained. My par-
ticular concern is that the clinical data should
not be regarded as unimportant which is the
most likely conclusion if it is placed at the end
of a chapter. So often nephrologists do not
appreciate how valuable clinical data can be to
the renal pathologist faced with a difficult
biopsy specimen.
The final point about this book is that the

illustrations of light microscopy are generally
poor with a rather "foggy" appearance. They
lack the sharpness, which is essential for
demonstrating the finer aspects ofglomerular
changes. In some cases the staining technique
appears less than ideal but, regardless of this
problem, the photographic technique appears
to be quite poor. In contrast the electron
micrographs are of good quality.

DR TURNER

Cytokines. MJ Clemens. The Medical
Perspectives Series. (Pp 122; paperback
,£11.95.) BIOS Scientific Publishers. 1991.
ISBN 1-872-74870-8.

This book offers a straightforward introduc-
tion to cytokines, covering a wide range of
topics such as cytokine structure and func-
tion, signal transduction, oncogenes, cyto-
kine gene expression, the biological roles of
cytokines in both health and disease, finishing
with a chapter on cytokines as potential
therapeutic agents.
The chapter on signal transduction is

especially good, providing a simplified yet
detailed description of a complicated subject,
as is the coverage of oncogenes. Throughout
the whole book the authors include tables of
basic yet useful scientific properties such as
molecular weights, exon numbers, chromo-
sone location of genes, affinity constants as
well as biological data such as cytokine net-
works, and principle producing cells under a
wide variety of stimuli. This combination of
basics with detail makes this an excellent book
for researchers and students new to the
cytokine field, as well as established re-
searchers who may need specific details or
who would like to broaden their knowledge,
to related areas. On the negative side we feel
that the authors overuse the Interferons in
examples, and could have sometimes used the
Interleukins as an alternative.

Overall, this volume is excellent and suc-
cessfully approaches an extremely diverse
and complicated field in a straightforward
manner.

CA MCINTYRE
RC REES

Biopsy Pathology of Muscle. 2nd ed. M
Swash, MS Schwartz. Biopsy Pathology
Series 15. (Pp 237; £50.) 1991. ISBN 0-412-
34880-2.

This is the second edition of this volume on
muscle biopsy pathology. As with other
books in the series this is a bench book,
intended for the use of the diagnostic his-
topathologist who receives muscle biopsy
specimens, and for trainees i4 neuropath-
ology and histopathology.
The book has 11 chapters, and starts with

the structure of normal muscle and the
indications for performing a muscle biopsy.

A methods and techniques section follows in
which the biopsy procedure is described with
a detailed account of the treatment of the
specimen in the laboratory. The characteris-
tics of normal muscle, including morpho-
metric features, are followed by the his-
tological appearances of disordered muscle
under the headings: inflammatory myopath-
ies; muscular dystrophies; "benign" myo-
pathies of childhood; metabolic, endocrine
and drug induced myopathies; and neuro-
genic disorders. For the sake of completion
there is a chapter on tumours. The book is
well illustrated throughout with light and
electron micrographs.
The publication is timely as there are few

books to guide the practising histopathologist
in the interpretation of muscle biopsy
specimens. It is up-to-date and practical, and
is likely to serve most of the needs of the
readership for whom it is intended.

M HONAVAR

Thymus Update. 4 The Thymus in
Immunotoxicology. Ed MD Kendall, MA
Ritter. (Pp 360; no price given.) Harwood
Academic Publishers. 1991. ISBN 3-7186-
5113-0.

This book is fourth in a series on aspects of
the thymus which has previously covered the
thymic microenvironment, T lymphocyte
differentiation, and its role in tolerance
induction. All very sound and predictable,
but this next volume sounds rather un-
promising. Do not be put off by the title,
however, immunotoxicology appears to in-
clude not just dioxins and organo-tin com-
pounds, but acyclovir, cyclosporin, and
FK506, even trauma and stress. We all know
the effects of thymectomy, and how the
thymus changes in size with disease and
involutes with age. Most of us have heard of
thymic education, apoptosis, and the
programmed death of lymphocytes. Fewer
are familiar with concepts of autoimmunity
arising from the effects of thymus damage.
And it is only the international cabal of
thymus researchers who grapple with the
finer detail of the effects of drugs on the cells
and ultrastructure of the thymic micro-
environment. Fascinating but esoteric stuff.
The preoccupations of this international

community then fill what is essentially an
upmarket hardback newsletter-what the
crucial citations are, which PhD theses are
worth reading, where to submit your thymus-
related manuscripts, which were the good
conferences and where they will meet next.
More and more of us need thymic education,
and the insight this book gives into the state of
the art make it a useful library buy-but the
other volumes will be needed too.

RS PEREIRA

Biopsy Interpretation ofLymph Nodes.
Biopsy Interpretation Series. SH
Swerdlow. (Pp 412; C110.00.) Raven Press.
1992. ISBN 0-88167-840-6.

This is the first book on the interpretation of
lymph node biopsy specimens to give full
recognition to the role ofmodern techniques,
including immunohistochemistry and mole-
cular biology, in making the correct diag-
nosis. The book is set out more or less in the
traditional manner except that it begins with a
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