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and clearly set out. Tables and diagrams are
plentiful and complement the text
admirably. References are up to date, run-
ning up to 1992.

In summary, this is a useful addition to
publications on pulmonary pathology,
marred by some poor illustrations. I would
certainly be happy to have this on my shelf
as a guide to both surgical and necropsy
diagnosis, but there is very strong com-
petition from some of the alternatives, such
as Professor Corrin's contribution to
"Symmers".

J VAN DER WALT

Pathology in Gynecology and
Obstetrics. 4th edn. Eds C Gompel, SG
Silverberg. (Pp 700; £135.) JB Lippincott.
1994. ISBN 0-397-51226-0.

This new edition has an international list of
contributors, ranging from Belgium through
the USA to Japan. The book is intended for
both pathologists and practising clinicians
in obstetrics and gynaecology. It has a chap-
ter on each part of the female tract and, in
keeping with its European and American
origins, also covers the breast. It has
chapters covering ectopic pregnancy, extra-
genital pathology, and new technology
being used in pathology. The style of each
individual entry follows a short introduction
and then macroscopic and microscopic
appearances with a differential diagnosis as
the concluding paragraph. Occasionally
there are short paragraphs on clinical
behaviour and treatment. Presentation is
generally glossy, with numerous macro-
scopic and microscopic pictures. There are
a number of colour pictures to supplement
the text, which is well referenced with
entries as recent as 1992. The style of writ-
ing is occasionally amusing, particularly the
comment on the causes of air embolism
where there is an association with aberrant
sexual activity when "the history must be
carefully ferreted out".

It is not entirely clear at which group of
doctors and at which level this book is
aimed. It seems to cover considerable areas
of clinical management, some of which
would not be thought appropriate in the
United Kingdom.

In conclusion, I feel the general obstetri-
cian and gynaecologist will find this a help-
ful pathology textbook in studying for
MRCOG and beyond, but I doubt whether
a pathologist would have more than a pass-
ing interest, as the pathological detail seems
to be somewhat superficial.

R CRAWFORD

Clinical Application of Leukocyte
Depletion. Ed S Sekiguchi. (Pp 239; £35.)
Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1993.
ISBN 0-632-03726-4.

The title of this volume is rather misleading,
because only the last of its four parts is
devoted to the clinical aspects of the subject.
In toto, it represents the proceedings of a
symposium held in July 1991 but published
in 1993. A fair amount of leucocyte depleted
fluid has passed under various bridges since
the date of the symposium, but the publica-

tion nevertheless provides a useful summary
of the production aspects and laboratory
evaluation of leucocyte depleted red cells
and platelets. There may be a little too much
emphasis on these technical details for some
readers, but coverage of the mechanism of
leucocyte filtration and evaluation of the var-
ious types of filter will provide useful back-
ground for those indulging in component
production. The vexed question of accurate
counting of residual leucocytes in depleted
components is naturally given some atten-
tion, the various authors seeming to con-
clude that routine quality control can be
achieved by the use of large volume count-
ing chambers, with techniques such as flow
cytometry and PCR being reserved for the
evaluation of new filter types. An intriguing
suggestion is thrown out, however, that flow
cytometry combined with the use of ever
more specific monoclonal antibodies may
permit precise analysis of which filter per-
mits just which cells to pass through. The
thesis is that pursuit of this line may enable
accurate matching of the type of filter to be
used with the exact clinical requirement of
individual patients.
The book also presents a useful summary

of the immune response as a prelude to the
mechanism and prevention of alloimmuni-
sation to the HIA series of antigens.
The cost effectiveness of leucocyte deple-

tion of blood components is addressed in
the clinical section of the book, though not
in any great detail. Even here there is a
reflection of the healthy controversy which
continues in this subject, the authors basing
their cost calculations on leucocyte reduc-
tion to a level which would plainly not be
acceptable to authors of the other chapters.
An important point in these calculations,
however, is that they are based on bedside
rather than blood bank filtration, and one
wonders how long the increasing require-
ment for guanosine monophosphatase will
permit bedside filtration to continue.

With the intense interest surrounding this
subject, it is inevitable that some of the pre-
sentations recorded here are already out of
date. However, the book may form useful
background material for transfusion medi-
cine specialists involved in all aspects of
component production. Clinicians may find
it worth their while to peruse the contents,
if only to prove to them that there is no
such thing as simple filtration and easy
results.

W WAGSTAFF

If you wish to order, or require further
information regarding, the titles reviewed
here, please write or telephone the BMJ
Bookshop, PO Box 295, London WC1H
9TE Tel: 071 383 6244. Fax: 071 383
6662. Books are supplied post free in the
UK and for British Forces Posted Overseas
addresses. Overseas customers should add
15% for postage and packing. Payment can
be made by cheque in sterling drawn on a
UK bank, or by credit card (MasterCard,
VISA, or American Express) stating card
number, expiry date, and your full name.
(The price and availability are occasionally
subject to revision by the Publishers.)

Cardiovascular Pathology
Academic Medical Centre, Amsterdam

March 2-3 1995

The two day meeting organised by the
European School of Cardiovascular
Pathology will include clinicopathologi-
cal case presentations, invited lectures on
topical issues in cardiovascular pathol-
ogy, video presentations of normal and
abnormal cardiac structure, and poster
sessions. The meeting should be of inter-
est to pathologists and clinicians with an
interest in cardiovascular disease.
Pathologists in training are especially
welcome. There will be no registration fee.

For further information and to
register, please contact: Professor AE
Becker, Department of Pathology,
Academic Medical Centre, Meibergdreef
9, 1105 AZ Amsterdam-Zuidoost, The
Netherlands (tel: 31 20 5665646; fax: 31
20 6914738). Further details can also be
obtained from Dr PJ Gallagher,
Department of Pathology, Southampton
University Hospitals, Southampton
S016 6YD (tel: 01703 796664; fax:
01703 705580).

Continuing Medical Education in
Europe: the way forward through

European collaboration
March 30-31 1995

Organised by the Fellowship of
Postgraduate Medicine, in association
with other bodies with an interest in
medical education, this conference
brings together the leaders of medical
education in Europe. The programme is
designed to be comprehensive and cover
all specialties. It will explore areas of
concern including finance, implementa-
tion, assessment, and re-certification.
Speakers have been invited from all
European Union countries and from the
United States, Canada, and Australia.
There will be ample opportunity for free
discussion and small group work. The
conference language is English.

For further information, please con-
tact: Mrs Jean Coops, Conference
Office, Fellowship of Postgraduate
Medicine, 12 Chandos Street, London
WIM 9DE (tel: 0171 636 6334; fax:
0171 436 2535).

Contemporary questions in
thoracic pathology

A one day course and slide seminar
presented by members of the
Pulmonary Pathology Club

John Radcliffe Hospital, Oxford
Thursday 30 March, 1995

Numbers limited to 30; Course fee
£60. For further details and application
forms please contact: Professor B Corrin,
Brompton Hospital, London SW3 6NP
(fax: 0171 351 8435).
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