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There were several errors in the abstract to
this article. The correct abstract is published
below.

Abstract
Aims-To audit the information content
of pathology reports of colorectal cancer

specimens in one National Health Serv-
ice region.
Methods-All reports of colorectal can-

cer resection specimens from the 17
NHS histopathology laboratories in
Wales during 1993 were evaluated
against: (a) standards previously agreed
as desirable by pathologists in Wales;

and (b) standards considered to be the
minimum required for informed patient
management.
Results-1242 reports were audited.
There was notable variation in the
performance of different laboratories
and in the completeness of reporting of
individual items of information. While
many items were generally well re-

ported, only 51.5% of rectal cancer

reports contained a statement on the
completeness of excision at the circum-
ferential resection margin and only 30%
of all reports stated the number of
involved lymph nodes. All of the previ-
ously agreed items were contained in
only 11.3% ofreports on colonic tumours
and 4.0% of reports on rectal tumours.
Seventy eight per cent of colonic carci-
noma reports and 46.6% of rectal carci-
noma reports met the minimum
standards.

Conclusions-The informational con-

tent of many routine pathology reports
on colorectal cancer resection specimens
is inadequate for quality patient man-

agement, for ensuring a clinically effec-
tive cancer service through audit, and
for cancer registration. Template pro-

forma reporting using nationally agreed
standards is recommended as a remedy
for this, along with improved education,
review of laboratory practices in the
light of current knowledge, and further
motivation of pathologists through their
involvement in multidisciplinary cancer

management teams.

In the same article reference 14 should have
read: Jass JR, Love SB, Northover JMA. A
new prognostic classification of rectal cancer.

Lancet 1987;i:1303-6, and not as published.
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