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        The mystery behind never-smokers being more prone to lung cancer is unlocked with regard to smoking status and sex

      
    

      
      Never-smokers with lung cancer constitute an understudied and under-represented subset of patients. Although there have been hints that never-smokers can be afflicted with lung cancer,1 especially among Asian Chinese women,2 it is only recently that attention has turned towards this much ignored group of patients. Sparking the attention was the finding that somatic mutations of the epidermal growth factor receptor (EGFR) were consistently more common among lung tumours of never-smokers,3 and that these mutations could possibly explain the higher response rates to single agent gefitinib.4,5 The attention was further intensified by media reports of a non-smoking wife of a celebrity who developed lung cancer.



  





      Most studies on never-smokers with lung cancer have emerged from Asia, as the smoking prevalence rates in Asia are lower compared with the West. In Singapore, where the population is predominantly Chinese, the smoking prevalence in the general population is 24.3% in men and 3.6% in women.6 About 10–15% of lung cancers occur in a lifetime among never-smokers in the West,7 whereas about 30–40% of patients with lung cancer are never-smokers among the Asian countries.8 Whether this represents a higher risk of lung cancer among never-smokers in Asia or is a mere reflection of the higher numbers of never-smokers at risk is unclear at present. A recent large prospective study by Thun et al9 may help to put things in perspective. The study among African Americans and Whites provides estimates of mortality due to lung cancer among never-smokers, with rates of 17.1 and 14.7 per 100 000 person-years among men and women, respectively. These figures highlight that the burden of lung cancer among never-smokers is fairly significant among … 

      
    


View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	
        
          Published Online First 17 August 2006
        

      
	
        Competing interests: None declared.

      




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via ACP  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via ACP  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: The Association of Clinical Pathologists]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Top cited articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	JCP Education
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1472-4146Print ISSN: 0021-9746

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & Association of Clinical Pathologists. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


