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Goodbye chemical pathology

Provision 2 of the Charter of the Royal College of Pathologists (RCPath) included the following: ‘In this our Charter the word ‘pathologist’ means a person professionally engaged in one or more of the disciplines of laboratory medicine from time to time recognised as being a discipline of pathology, and which may include morbid anatomy and histopathology (including forensic pathology), medical microbiology (including parasitology), chemical pathology (including toxicology), haematology (including blood transfusion), genetics, immunology, virology and disciplines subsidiary to or derived from any of these. The word “pathology”, shall be construed accordingly.’ This text incorporates Privy Council amendments to July 2000.

At the annual general meeting of the RCPath in 2013, the College establishment proposed the following as a replacement amendment to Provision 2 of the Charter following the words which may include ‘cellular pathology (including forensic pathology), medical microbiology, clinical biochemistry, haematology (including blood transfusion), toxicology, genetics, immunology, virology, veterinary pathology, clinical embryology, histocompatibility and immunogenetics, perinatal and paediatric pathology and disciplines derived from any of these. The word “pathology” shall be construed accordingly.’



  





Disquiet among chemical pathologists as a consequence of their existential obliteration in the halls of the RCPath is not surprising. Nomenclatures do have meaning, and clinical biochemists are not chemical pathologists. No amount of sophistry can change that. Registration, continuing professional development and practice differences between chemical pathologists and biochemists have been outlined recently.1


Education developments at third level in Europe aim to facilitate the recognition of degree programmes across EU member states through the Bologna Process agreed in 1999.2 It is impossible to ignore the ramifications of this agreement on policy in which 46 countries now participate. It now should feature as an indispensable component of any third level education programme which is being developed.

Qualification frameworks are dependent on specified … 
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