





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via ACP  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Journal of Clinical Pathology]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	75th Anniversary
	For authors
	About
	Call for Papers

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	75th Anniversary
	For authors
	About
	Call for Papers



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via ACP  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 69, Issue 9 
	Stool consistency: no hard and fast rules for the diagnosis of VTEC infection


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    PostScript


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Correspondence


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Stool consistency: no hard and fast rules for the diagnosis of VTEC infection
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Shirley Ross1,2, 
	Isabelle O'Callaghan2, 
	Rachel Jermy2, 
	Liam Blake2, 
	Daniel Corcoran2, 
	Roy D Sleator1, 
	Brigid Lucey1

	
1Department of Biological Sciences, Cork Institute of Technology, Bishopstown, Cork, Ireland

	
2Department of Clinical Microbiology, Cork University Hospital, Wilton, Cork, Ireland


	Correspondence to
 Dr Roy D Sleator, Department of Biological Sciences, Cork Institute of Technology, Bishopstown, Cork, Ireland, T12 P928; Roy.sleator{at}cit.ie





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/jclinpath-2016-203792

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	BACTERIOLOGY
	GASTROINTESTINAL DISEASE
	STOOL CULTURE MEDIA

Verotoxigenic Escherichia coli (VTEC) is a serious gastrointestinal pathogen associated with significant morbidity and mortality in developed countries1 and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends that the ideal stool sample for the detection of VTEC is community-acquired diarrhoeal specimens.2 However, we consider that the processing of samples as high or low risk according to stool consistency is likely to result in underdiagnosis and under-reporting of VTEC infection. Apart from stool consistency, underdiagnosis may also be attributable to the methods for the detection of VTEC employed by diagnostic laboratories, often being biased in favour of the O157 serotype, particularly where the method of detection is culture based, thus resulting in the under-reporting of non-O157 VTEC serotypes. In order to capture all … 
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