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BOOK REVIEWS
Traitement des He'morragies. By Jean-Pierre Soulier.

(Pp. 217. Fr. Frs. 1,400.) Paris: Les Editions Medicales
Flammarion. 1953.

In the first section of this book, after a brief reference
to the methods of investigating haemostatic function,
the author deals soundly and critically with the various
drugs and other preparations for which a haemostatic
action has been claimed, beginning with adrenalin and
ending with the transfusion of concentrated platelet
suspensions.
The second part of the book is concerned with the

treatment of the haemorrhagic syndromes one by one.
Here Dr. Soulier's recommendations are generally in
line with current British practice. For example, in a
discussion on the treatment of haemorrhage in haemo-
philia the need for large and repeated transfusions is
stressed; 300 to 500 ml. of fresh blood or plasma are
regarded as the minimum volumes likely to result in
any appreciable benefit in the adult. Transfusions
given at intervals in order to forestall haemorrhage are
not recommended because of their transient effect and
because of the possible danger of the formation of
circulating anticoagulants. Splenectomy is recom-
mended for all patients with idiopathic thrombo-
cytopenic purpura whose disease has lasted more than
one year and who suffer from frequent haemorrhages.
The third part of the book deals with the treatment

of haemorrhage from various sites and organs. This
section, which necessarily deals with such subjects as
the treatment of uterine fibroids and a discussion on
surgical intervention for gastric haemorrhage, will be
of less interest to the haematologist.

In all, there are 193 pages of text, and of the 98
references in the bibliography it is noteworthy that more
than half of them have been taken from British or
American sources.

J. V. DACIE.

Disorders of the Blood. By Sir Lionel Whitby and
C. J. C. Britton, 7th edition. (Pp. xii+856, 20 plates,
106 figures. 63s.) London: J. & A. Churchill. 1953.

As the authors point out in the preface to the new
edition of this standard English textbook, the task of
maintaining a textbook on a rapidly growing subject is
difficult, but the authors have managed to put into this
new edition several chapters which indicate to the general
reader the advancing line of haematology in all its
aspects. This is particularly noticeable in the new
chapters on immuno-haematology and blood coagula-
tion. The new British work on coagulation is here
given prominence, and the very adequate details of the
new tests and their evaluation should give to the prac-
tising pathologist a clearer understanding of pseudo-
haemophilia, Christmas disease, and other coagulation
defects. It is rewarding to read the clear descriptions of

such subjects as the transport of iron, haemoglobin
synthesis, the place of B,2 in haemopoiesis as well as in
treatment, and a clarification of the haemolytic anaemias
by the use of the variety of tests for haemolysins and the
survival times of transfused red cells. -On the subject
of immunology the authors take a classic stand, and an
excellent chapter on the prevention and treatment of
transfusion reactions is particularly noteworthy.
The book ends, as previously, with a section on prac-

tical methods, and here again the previous standard is
maintained with brevity and clarity of technical descrip-
tions which are easy to follow in every case. It is certainly
gratifying to see this standard textbook maintaining and
even improving upon its previous high standard and
brought well up to date with mention in the text and in
the references of the most recent accepted advances in
haematology. Unfortuniately the increase in the size of
the subject and therefore of the book from 759 to 856
pages has also meant an increase in price.

A. GORDON SIGNY.

The Megaloblastic Anaemias. By L. J. Davis and
A. Brown. (Pp. xi+113; 12 figures. 21s.) Oxford:
Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1953.

This eminently readable small monograph has been
written for the general physician rather than for prac-
tising haematologists. Even so it is noteworthy for an
admirable presentation of a difficult subject still full of
controversy, with a style which makes the clinical and
pathological aspects readily understood. The manage-
ment of patients with megaloblastic anaemias is outlined
in some detail and the importance is stressed of the
laboratory investigations before treatment is started and
adequate laboratory control in the follow-up. The seven
photomicrographs show a uniform excellence and
demonstrate normal and abnormal erythropoiesis.
Two hundred and seventy-eight references are included,
but it must be said that the price appears excessive for
a monograph of this size.

A. GORDON SIGNY.

Nature and Structure of Collagen. Edited by J. T.
Randall, assisted by Sylvia Fitton Jackson. (Pp. 269;
illustrated. 42s.) London: Butterworths Scientific
Publications. 1953.

A discussion was convened by the Colloid and
Biophysics Committee of the Faraday Society at King's
College, London, in March, 1953. Twenty-four papers
were presented. These have now been published,
together with verbatim reports of the discussions which
they aroused.
Owing to the participation of experts from almost

every branch of science concerned with fibre structure
and fibrogenesis, the volume presents a remarkably
comprehensive yet compact account of the present state
of knowledge in this extremely important field. Subjects
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delalt with at varying le-igth inclide
and micro-chemistry, collagenase, col a
relationship of reticulin to collagen.
graphy, electron microscopy, antigenic
and connective tissue polysaccharides.
The increasing use of verbatim repou

discussions is to be deplored. Much
saved and greater clarity of express
adequate editing and conversion to
The importance of this volume to all w
in the " collagen diseases " is obvious
most regrettable that two comparative
seriously affect its value as a book of
are the absence of an author index
ordinarily inadequate subject index.
however, with which the book has bee
perhaps be held to account for these c
The quality of the contributions is

and it would be invidious to distinguis
mention. The book can certainly be
providing the most up-to-date and auth
of its subject, and it emphasizes once
can be the approach to even a narrow
ledge, and how essential, therefore, a
zations designed to coordinate the work
unrelated sciences.

Dr. D. N. Nabarro
We offer our congratulations to Dr.

whose eightieth birthday is on Februar)
Dr. Nabarro was a pioneer in clinica

is known today. He was much concern
work on immunization, he opened the
fically for testing and treating childre
congenital syphilis, and in 1903, v
Castellani, he confirmed the discovery of
in the C.S.F. in cases of sleeping sickn
Dr. Nabarro is a past-president of th

Clinical Pathologists, and is Emeril
Pathology at The Hospital for Sick
Ormond Street.

International Congress of Clinica

An international congress of clinica
be held from September 6 to I l, 1954,
D.C., United States of America. The
concurrent and some joint meetings
International Conference on Geographi
of the International Association of Ml
In addition, the College of American
sponsor a half-day symposium on the I
American Society of Clinical Patholog
the regular seminar on the day after tU

histology, histo-
gen metabolism,
X-ray crystallo-

City, pro-collagen

rting of scientific
space could be

iion attained by
reported speech.
iorkers interested
. It is therefore
ly minor defects
reference. These
and the extra-

All meetings atnd the exhibils will be ait the Slhorehii
Hotel.

The progr-amme of the congress will include all
aspects of clinical pathology, and sectional meetings
will be arranged on the basis of diseases and organic
systems, such as metabolic diseases, tuberculosis,
disease of bone, etc., rather than by disciplines, such as
chemistry, microbiology, etc. The programme of the
Conference on Geographic Pathology will be devoted
entirely to cancer. The meeting of the International
Association of Medical Museums will provide an
opportunity to discuss the teaching of pathology and
the use of technical methods in teaching and research.

The rapidity, Monday, September 6.-Morning, joint opening session.
Afternoon, symposium of College of American Pathologists.n published may

Tuesday, September 7.-Morning, joint scientific session of theJefects. Congress of Clinical Pathology and Conference of Geo-
uniformly high, graphic Pathology on the geographic distribution of cancer.
.hany for special Afternoon, sectional meetings.
recoededa Wednesday, September 8.-Morning, sectional meetings.recommended as Afternoon, free for visits to scientific institutions.

oritative account Evening, Askanazy Lecture of the International Societv of
again how wide Geographic Pathology.
againr Thursday, September 9.-Morning, sectional meetings.sector Of kcnow- Afternoon, sectional meetings.

[re those organi- Friday, September 10.-Morning, sectional meetings.
zers in apparently Afternoon, joint scientific session on the geographic distribution

of diseases other than cancer.

Saturday, September 11.-Annual seminar of the American Society
L. E. GLYNN. of Clinical Pathologists.

Ample space in the headquarters hotel will be available
for exhibits, and both those who will present papers
and those who will not are urged to prepare exhibits.

D. N. Nabarro Inquiries concerning space and facilities should be
27, 1954. directed to Col. Hugh Gilmore, Chairman of Committee

il pathology as it on Exhibits, Armed Forces Institute of Pathology,
ed with the early 7th and Independence, S.W., Washington 25, D.C.,
first clinic speci- United States of America.
n suffering from A comprehensive exhibit on the world-wide distri-
vith Bruceantrypanosomiasis bution of cancer is being prepared for the Conference
ress. of Geographic Pathology.

e Association of The official languages of the congress will be English,
tus Director of French, German, and Spanish. Simultaneous trans-
tusiDirectoreaof lation in these four languages will be available at the

Joint sessions and at some of the sectional meetings.
The registration fee for those attending the congress

will be $25. This includes a programme with abstracts
1I Pathology of all papers, and tickets for all receptions, and the

tl pathology will official dinner. Registrants at the Congress of Clinical
in Washington, Pathology are welcome to attend sessions of the Con-

,re will be some ference of Geographic Pathology and meetings of the
with the Fifth Association of Medical Museums without additional

ic Pathology and registration.
edical Museums. Anyone wishing to attend should write to Dr. Thomas
Pathologists will M. Peery, Chairman of General Committee on Regi-
first day and the stration, Department of Pathology, George Washington
ists will conduct University Hospital, Washington 7, D.C., United States
ie congress. of America.
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