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and the laboratory investigator’. As a result, his book
provides the clinical pathologist with a wealth of useful
and detailed information concerning biochemical tech-
niques, function tests, and clinical interpretations.

The style is simple and clear, and though there are a
few verbal infelicities, there are also some happy and
penetrating remarks, suchas, ‘adrenalfunction has become
for some the last refuge of the aetiologically destitute’.
The only substantial criticism of the book is the lack of
coordination of information dealt with in more than one
chapter; thus a subject dealt with in detail in a later
chapter may be mentioned casually in an early chapter
without explanation and without a cross reference.
However, there is a good index.

Pitman’s have produced the book well in a pleasant
type which, combined with the author’s style, makes for
easy reading. The price may seem on the high side, but
the book is well worth it, and should be in every labora-
tory which attempts to diagnose diseases of the adrenal
cortex. G. K. MCGOWAN

THEORY AND PRACTICE IN EXPERIMENTAL BACTERIOLOGY
By G. C. Meynell and Elinor Meynell. (Pp. xii + 228.
50s.) London: Cambridge University Press. 1965.

This attractive book has a wider range than its title may

suggest for it will certainly be useful in hospital and
public health laboratories. It is difficult to imagine any
bacteriologist who would not be glad of reliable help on
such topics as counts of viable bacteria, the precise
control of defined media, reliable pH estimations,
measurement of oxidation-reduction potential, practical
methods of sterilization, plate microscopy, use of
membrane filters, infectivity titrations, comparison of
dose response curves, and preservation of cultures. These,
and many other relevant matters, are very clearly set out
and discussed in a genuinely helpful manner. Numerous
tables, not elsewhere readily available in one book, will
greatly lessen the amount of computation involved in
standard procedures. There is no doubt that Dr. and Mrs.
Meynell have written a book which will be extremely
helpful to all microbiologists. J. W. HOWIE

CORRECTION

On page 600 in the paper ‘Enzymatic release from the
red cells in megaloblastic anaemia’ (J. clin. Path., 18, 599),
line 25, col. 1, please read 0-2 ml. and not 2-2 ml. as
printed and on page 601, col. 1, P < 0:1 should read
P> 0-1.

Reports and Bulletins prepared by the Association of Clinical Biochemists

The following reports and bulletins are published by the Association of Clinical Biochemists. They may be obtained
from Mr. J. T. Ireland, Biochemistry Laboratory, Alder Hey Children’s Hospital, Liverpool, 12. The prices include

postage, but airmail will be charged extra.
SCIENTIFIC REPORTS
1 Colorimeters with Flow Through Cells. A Critical

Assessment of 4 Instruments. 1965. p. M. G.
BROUGHTON and C. RILEY. 13s 6d.

TECHNICAL BULLETINS

1 Data Sheet on Control Sera. July 1964. 1s.

2 A Report on the Enzyme Questionnaire Circulated by
the Scientific Committee. December 1964. A. H.
GOWENLOCK. Is.

3 Non-recording Spectrophotometers for the Visible and
Ultraviolet Ranges. A comparative table of instru-

ments available in Great Britain. May 1965. A. H.
GOWENLOCK, P. C. NICHOLAS, and J. H. WILKINSON.
1s. 6d.

4 Control Solutions for Clinical Biochemistry. June

1965. P. M. G. BROUGHTON and A. H. GOWENLOCK.
1s. 6d.

5 Recording Spectrophotometers. A comparative list of

low-priced instruments readily available in Britain.
July 1965. p. sEWeLL. 2s. 6d.

6 A guide to Automatic Pipettes. A list of more than 100

instruments compiled from manufacturers’ literature.
August 1965. P. M. G. BROUGHTON. 5s.

7 Variability Between AutoAnalyzer Modules. August

1965. B. E. NORTHAM. 1s 6d.
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