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The Design and Analysis of Long-Term Ani-
mal Experiments. Statistical Methods in
Cancer Research. Vol. III. IARC Scientific
Publications No. 79. JJ Gart, D Krewski,
PN Lee, RE Tarone, J Wahrendorf. (Pp.
219; £28.) Oxford University Press. 1987.
ISBN 92 832 1179 8

Most attempts to understand and control
industrial or domestic exposure to chemicals
and radiation as the causes of cancer, and
equally, much research into the stages of car-
cinogenesis are based on long term experi-
ments in animals. The design and analysis of
such studies is far more complex than is
often realised, but if the work is to be worth-
while, extraneous factors must be rigorously
controlled and the results must be evaluated
by appropriate statistical procedures.

The introduction in 1972 of a practical
method of actuarial analysis of carcino-
genicity tests was a great advance in this
difficult field. The originators of that statisti-
cal technique have now combined with oth-
ers to write a first class account of how to do
and analyse such experiments. They and
their sponsor, the IARC, are to be congratu-
lated on a lucid account which shows experi-
mentalists what to do in simple terms, and
which separately presents the statistical the-
ory on which the practical procedures are
based.

The results of long term experiments in
animal and clinical research and for regu-
lation govern most of our usage of chem-
icals. This book needs to be read and
understood by every scientist and adminis-
trator concerned with cancer and its possible
causes.

AD DAYAN

Notices

Joint Royal College of Surgeons/Imperial
Cancer Research Fund Histopathology
Unit

As part of this unit, which has been
established for the purpose of advancing
the science of diagnostic histopathology,
a panel of experienced histopathologists
provides advice on diagnostic problems
to any pathologist seeking a second opin-
ion. Material can be sent as wet tissue,
fixed tissue, paraffin blocks, or sections.
If stained sections are submitted addi-
tional unstained sections should be sent
whenever possible. Where blocks are
sent, they will be returned in due course
when the sender indicates that this is nec-
essary. Special arrangements can be
made, where possible, for the exam-
ination of frozen sections or material
requiring electron microscopy. There is
no charge for these services.

The Panel is now in its third year and
has dealt with an average of between four
and five cases per week. These have come
from more than 50 different hospitals in
the United Kingdom and from 10
different countries. The membership of
the panel at present includes: Professor
NFC Gowing, Professor DH Mackenzie,
Dr BC Morson, Dr RCB Pugh, Pro-
fessor H Spencer, Dr AG Stansfeld, Pro-
fessor AC Thackray and Dr KAD Turk.
The work of the panel is being coordi-
nated by Professor B Cohen from whom
request forms can be obtained and to
whom enquiries can be addressed at: the
Histopathology Unit, 3543 Lincoln’s
Inn Fields, London WC2A 3PN (01-242
0200).

The International Symposium
BIOTECH Ria 88

Molecular probes: technology and
medical applications

Florence (Italy), at the Congress Palace,
April 11-13, 1988

List of the sessions: molecular probes in
genetic diseases; molecular probes in on-
cology; molecular probes in infectious
diseases.

For further information please contact
the organising secretariat: Fondazione
Giovanni Lorenzini, Via Monte Napo-

leone, 23-20121 Milan (Italy).

ASSOCIATION OF
CLINICAL PATHOLOGISTS

JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP

Junior membership of the Association is
available to all trainees in pathology for
up to six years after the start of training.
The annual subscription is £15 and may
be claimed against tax. All junior mem-
bers receive copies of the Journal of Clin-
ical Pathology. Other benefits include
membership of the Junior Members’
Group and a regular junior members’
newsletter; the ACP Newsletter and all
other documents regularly sent to full
members including the postgraduate
education programme.

Apply to: Dr PP Anthony, Education
Secretary, Postgraduate Medical School,
Barrack Road, Exeter EX2 5DW,
Devon.

1493

West of Scotland Committee for
Postgraduate Medical Education

Five day course on histopathology
of the skin
21-25 March 1988

This course is designed to meet the needs
of both pathologists and dermatologists
with an interest in dermatopathology.
Both newcomers to the field and those
with considerable experience of skin
pathology will find the course of value.

The course, which is organised by Pro-
fessor R M MacKie, is divided into three
sections: lecture discussions, individual
microscopy sessions, and projection ses-
sions, at which material submitted by
those attending the course will be dem-
onstrated and discussed.

The syllabus covered includes the
structure of normal skin, congenital skin
disease, inflammatory dermatoses, gran-
ulomata and viral disease, cutaneous re-
ticuloses, skin tumours, bullous diseases
and connective tissue problems including
vasculitis.

The course will be held in the Univer-
sity Department of Dermatology, Ang
derson College Building, Wester@
Infirmary, Glasgow G11 6NT, and acz
commodation will be available at ag
nearby Hall of Residence. )
Course Fee £110
Further information and application
forms from: Mrs W E Scott, adminis-
trative assistant, West of Scotland Com-
mittee for Postgraduate Medical
Education, University of Glasgow,
GLASGOW G12 8QQ.

Corrections
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An error occurred in the summary of J Clin3.
Pathol 1987;40:879-84. (Barbatis ef al.) Theo
last paragraph should read: Bile duct ep1-3
thelium expresses HLA-DR in primary bili- =
ary cirrhosis, large duct obstruction and>
drug induced cholestasis indicating that>
HLA-DR expression in bile duct epithelium-g;
is not exclusive to primary biliary cirrhosis.o

(See also correspondence from Professoro
Wright) .|>
In the paper by Kvale D et al. (J Clin PatholS
1987;40:621-5), the first line of the summary2
should read: The serum concentrations of(d
IgA and IgM associated secretoryc
component . . . and not serum concentrations U
of IgAp and IgMr..
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