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Foreword
The papers in this Symposium were in three groups. The major part of the
first day's programme was spent discussing the use of automated equipment
in the four main branches of pathology. Daring the second day the Confer-
ence was concerned with a series of papers and discussions on the use of
computers in the pathological laboratory. Obviously the two days were
interrelated but it was not possible to keep the subjects exclusive to the
separate days and the organizing committee felt that this division ensured
adequate time for discussion on these separate but interrelated problems.
Towards the end of the first and at the start of the second day, there were

three general papers separately concerned with the role of the compulter
in the pathological laboratory, the laboratory report as part of the total
patient record, and also a general paper on the use of computers.
Mr Michael Healy, a statistician and Head of the Computer Department

at the new MRC Clinical Research Centre at Northwick Park, took part in
the Conference. He was asked to comment on the direction or lack of direc-
tion resulting from our discussions.
The group who organized this Conference held the view that there are

many mutual problems within the four major disciplines of pathology.
Those who practise one particular branch of pathology cannot ignore the
developments in the other branches because combined interest in the problem
is important and has already led to important developments. The Conference
confirmed this viewpoint.
Many representatives of industry were present at the Symposium. It is

not necessary to emphasize the role of the scientific instrument industry
and the computer industry in future developments of laboratory medicine.
We, in pathological laboratories, should play our part in the stimulation,
development, and testing of apparatus. One could spend a long time develop-
ing this theme but suffice to say that we have a pathological service in this
country which is second to none, but it has progressed, particularly during
the last 20 years, using equipment developed, for the most part, outside Great
Britain. There have been some faults on the part of the British scientific
instrument industry; mutual collaboration is vital. Development of new
apparatus for the hospital laboratory of the future cannot be done by
committees, it has to be done by mutual collaboration between enthusiastic
hospital laboratory workers and a particular company or organization. If
this Symposium stimulates such collaboration it will have achieved an
important objective.

The Committee responsible for the organization of the Symposium was chaired
in the embryo stages by Professor R. Curran and later by Dr F. Hampson. Professor
Cunliffe was mainly responsible for the organization of the Conference, ably
helped by Miss P. L. Chater and Miss E. M. Fearn. This publication would not
have been possible without the editorial work of Miss G. Liddle.
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