
Preface
The large number of people who wished to attend this symposium on 'Drugs
and disease' showed that there was a need for it, and the audience included
not only pathologists, but also clinicians, pharmacologists and members of
pharmaceutical firms. It is hoped that these published proceedings will prove
of equal interest to those who came and also to a wider audience.
The explosion in the number of drugs and their complexity during the

last 20 years has posed particular problems for pathologists even if they do
not prescribe them. They may have to make the diagnosis of a drug-induced
disorder or try to incriminate one drug out of a number of possibles. It is,
therefore, of especial interest to read what clinicians and pathologists,
expert in their various fields, have to say about the harmful effects of drugs
upon different organs.
The proceedings open with a scholarly review by Professor Paton on the

molecular basis of drug toxicity as illustrated by lipophilic substances,
particularly anaesthetics. This is followed by a timely reminder by Professor
Wade on the incidence of adverse reactions to drugs and the importance of
reporting such reactions. The bulk of the proceedings contain papers on the
metabolism and harmful effects of drugs on various organs-the kidney,
blood, skin, liver and lung. These include, also, a paper by Professor Cameron
on the wider problems of immunosuppressive agents and a paper by Professor
Jacobs describing some ways in which drugs can be used in vitro to help to
solve the problems of normal physiology. Finally, the proceedings close with
a series of papers, many of which will be of interest to people not only as
members of the medical profession but also as citizens.

I should like to thank the authors for their part in this symposium, and
the College secretariat, and especially Mrs M. E. Halstead, for organizing
what must be considered a most successful two days. Finally, I should like
to thank Miss G. Liddle for her patience and help with the editorial work.
The College is also grateful to Messrs Pfizer, Searle Diagnostic and Leo

Laboratories Limited for their support.

S. M. W.
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