
BOOK REVIEWS

A Laboratory Manual on Abnormal Haemoglobins.
Prepared under the direction of J. H. P. Jonxis and
T. H. J. Huisman for the Council for International
Organizations of Medical Sciences and the Middle
East Science Co-operation Office of U.N.E.S.C.O.
(Pp. vii+39; 12 figures. 9s. 6d.) Oxford:
Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1958.
This book contains in small compass the essentials

for laboratory diagnosis of conditions which are
characterized by abnormal haemoglobins. It will be
of service not only to workers in this special field
throughout the world, but, because of its clarity, to
workers in general haematology. After an introduc-
tory section, physico-chemical techniques, including
electrophoresis, and haematological studies are
described. There are several minor errors of final
proof correction on page 4 under "diagnostic
methods," where page references are inaccurate.
Although there is no index, references are particularly
well placed at relevant sections. Two tables at the
end of the book which show biochemical character-
istics of the human haemoglobin types and clinical
and haematological features complete a manual on
which the authors are to be congratulated.

E. K. BLACKBURN.

The ABO Blood Groups: Comprehensive Tables
and Maps of World Distribution. By A. E.
Mourant, Ada C. Kopec, and Kazimiera
Domaniewska-Sobczak. (Pp. viii+276. 42s.)
Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1958.
The work embodied here was originally intended to

be included in The Distribution of the Human
Blood Groups, by A. E. Mourant, but so exhaustive
a survey of the frequency of the ABO groups in the
world population would have unduly increased the
size of this book and moreover merited a volume of
its own.
The authors have brought together all data

published up to the end of 1957 on the frequency of
the ABO blood groups (including A1 A2 BO groups)
in world-wide human populations. This compre-
hensive information is presented in tables and maps,

and includes figures and calculations which give the
reader the opportunity of assessing for himself the
reliability of the collected data.
There is a short introduction which, in addition to

explaining the plan of the book, leaves the reader
greatly impressed by the magnitude of the work and
the meticulous searching of the literature so ably
undertaken.
The material presented will greatly interest all

blood-group enthusiasts and will be of much value
to anthropologists and geneticists.

BARBARA DODDS.

Cancer of the Skin. By John C. Belisario;
Foreword by A. C. Cipollaro. (Pp. xvii+321 +
Index; 201 figures. 50s.) London: Butterworth.
1959.
This is a valuable treatise on cancer of the skin

which will appeal to the dermatologist, radiotherapist,

and pathologist. It is well illustrated and contains
201 figures and eight excellent coloured plates. The
author has worked in Australia, where the incidence
of skin cancer, due mainly to the greater number of
sunlight hours, is much higher than in Britain. He
has personally treated patients, using radiotherapy and
surgery when the occasion demanded, so he can write
authoritatively on this aspect.
The term kerato-acanthoma is now the one most

frequently used for lesions which may exhibit the
clinical characteristics of rodent or squamous
carcinomas and which may be benign and self-termi-
nating. A chapter devoted to such lesions includes
the most useful recent literature, and the author
describes how an accurate microscopical diagnosis
may not always be possible.

In the chapter on malignant melanomas, Dr.
Belisario rightly insists on literal accuracy, and he
proceeds to adopt a nomenclature which seems
acceptable to the pathologist. While sarcomas of the
skin are relatively rare tumours, little mention is made
of leiomyosarcoma, but multiple idiopathic sarcoma
of the Kaposi type is described in great detail.

This monograph will be well received by those
concerned with cancer of the skin, in particular the
practising dermatologist. The general pathologist will
find it a valuable reference book, but in some chapters
lack of histological details and staining techniques
make it less useful for the specialist pathologist.

A. DICK.

Symposium on Nuclear Sex. Edited by D. Robert-
son Smith and William M. Davidson. (Pp. xiii+
188; illustrated. 21s.) London: Heinemann.
1958.
In September, 1957, only eight years after the

discovery of the sex differences in cell nuclei by
Barr and Bertram, a symposium on nuclear sex was
held in London at which Professor Barr gave the
opening and concluding addresses. Especially in view
of the remarkably rapid advances in this field, it is
valuable to have this interim report as a record of
expert opinion at that time. The 22 papers were
read by authorities from Great Britain, Canada,
U.S.A., Europe, and Israel.
The papers are produced verbatim and the

discussions on them are printed in full. The editors,
being the chairman and secretary of the organizing
committee, have published a readable account and
have included a full bibliography on each paper.
The book is divided into three sections with an
adequate contents list but no index, and the quality
of the production, including the illustrations, is
excellent. Even the amateur (perhaps aided by a
glossary from elsewhere) will find it pleasant reading.
In the foreword, Sir Robert Platt remarks that this
was one of the most exciting and enjoyable congresses
he ever attended, and its spirit is so well conveyed
in this book that the reader will join him in gratitude
to the organizers.
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The book cannot be too highly recommended to
the clinical pathologist with an interest in histology.

A. G. MARSHALL.

Polymyositis. By John W. Walton and Raymond D.
Adams. (Pp. x+270; 47 figures. 32s. 6d.)
Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone. 1958.
The concept of an acute or subacute polymyositis,

occurring alone or associated with such diseases as
scleroderma, dermatomyositis or rheumatoid arthritis,
is well recognized. The present monograph is an
attempt to broaden this concept so as to include a
variety of more chronic conditions, conditions which
are otherwise extremely difficult to classify. This
attempt is based on a personal series of 40 cases,
17 derived from a retrospective analysis of biopsy
material. Of the 17 patients thus studied, nine still
survived at the time of the investigation. This mono-
graph derives much, too, from the wide experience
of the authors in the experimental investigation of
muscle disease.
Their definition of " polymyositis," because of its

controversial nature, merits quotation. The condition
(p. 184) may affect patients of either sex and of any
age. Typically, the presenting symptom is weakness
of the girdle and proximal limb muscles, although
any muscle may be affected. There may be associated
malignant disease. The condition may be fatal, may
remit spontaneously, and may respond to cortisone.
The muscle lesions include necrosis, vacuolar or
granular degeneration, and phagocytosis: areas of
regeneration are also found. Fibres vary in size, and
there may be central migration of muscle-cell nuclei.
Perivascular and interstitial infiltrations by inflam-
matory cells are seen. The breadth of this definition
will be immediately apparent to the diagnostic
pathologist, and indeed it is further emphasized by
the statement that patients may not experience pain
and tenderness in the muscles; and by the fact that
in four of the 35 cases investigated histologically
there was no cellular infiltration to establish the
presence of an inflammatory lesion.
The authors are aware of the terminological and

diagnostic difficulties implicit in so broad a concept
of polymyositis. Indeed, among the most valuable
features of their monograph is the clarity with which
they have reviewed the literature and analysed the
classification and nomenclature of muscle disease. In
particular, their account of the differential diagnosis
between chronic polymyositis and progressive
muscular dystrophy is likely to be of great practical
value. Some will perhaps question their claim that
in the diverse and often chronic manifestations of
polymyositis there is a- single underlying disease
process, related to that of the other collagen diseases.
On the other hand, a detailed well-documented and
well-illustrated monograph of this kind, in which the
emphasis throughout is on the natural history of the
disease, is bound to be most welcome to all those who
are interested in the pathology of skeletal muscle.

W. ST. C. SYMMERS.

OBITUARY
R. B. H. GRADWOHL

Rutherford Birchard Hayes Gradwohl, who died on
May 9, 1959, at St. Louis, Missouri, at the age of
82 years, was born in Baltimore, Maryland, his father
having emigrated there from Strasbourg in 1855.
Although his original ambition was to enter the
United States Naval Academy, after his parents
moved to St. Louis he chose medicine as a career
and in 1898 graduated from Washington University
School of Medicine. He began his internship at
St. Louis City Hospital, and here showed the qualities
which were to be the foundation of his life and
career, an enthusiastic interest supported by untiring
energy to improve his own knowledge especially in
relation to pathology and pathological facilities.
Thus in 1898 he was pressing for improvement
in the laboratory facilities in the St. Louis
City Hospital with success, and in 1899 he was
working with Dr. A. Ravold on the bacteriological
problems of the city water supply, which were not
unconnected with the Chicago Drainage Canal.
Having saved sufficient money, in 1900 he set out
for Europe, stopping on his way to visit Sir William
Osler in Baltimore. After studying pathology and
chemistry for a short time at Heidelberg he obtained
the position of volunteer assistant to Professor R.
Langerhans in Berlin, and while there attended the
classes of Virchow. He finally returned to St. Louis
after spending a year at the Pasteur Institute in Paris.
He was then appointed to a teaching position in
bacteriology and pathology at the Marion Sims-
Beaumont Medical School, later to become St. Louis
University, and eked out his salary of 25 dollars a
month by becoming one of the coroner's necropsy
physicians.

Apart from taking an active part in the improve-
ment of medico-legal facilities throughout the U.S.A.
and developing the crime laboratory in St. Louis, he
was the original convener of a meeting in St. Louis
which resulted in the formation of the American
Academy of Forensic Sciences in 1948. He is
probably, however, best known for his book Clinical
Laboratory Methods and Diagnosis which was first
published in 1936, although in 1914 he had written
a book on blood and urine chemistry in association
with Mr. J. Blaivas, and in 1932 another on
Laboratory Technique with his wife and niece. He
also translated Schilling's Das Blutbild. Gradwohl
founded the first school for training laboratory
technicians in 1920, a remarkable example of his
foresight.

It was perhaps most significant that when he
returned home from Berlin on his first visit he
brought back with him a copy in his own hand-
writing of the inscription over the entrance to
Virchow's necropsy room and that he still possessed
it at his death. " Hic Locus Est Ubi Mors Gaudet
Succerrere Vitae." F. E. CAMPS.
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