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There is an extensive bibliography and a
useful technical appendix.- The varied and
plentiful illustrations are of a high order,
in keeping with the fine quality of the
publication.
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Biochemical Tests for Identification of
Medical Bacteria. By Jean F. MacFaddin.
(Pp. xii + 312; illustrated; $12-75.)
Baltimore; Williams and Wilkins. 1976.

This book contains the methods, media,
and biochemical principles of 29 common
biochemical tests used for medical bacteria
together with illustrations of the un-

inoculated media and of positive and
negative reactions. There is also a short
account of multitest systems (particularly
API and PathoTec), and identification
schemes for the various groups of medi-
callyimportant bacteria are presented. This
book will inevitably be compared with
Cowan and Steel's Identification ofMedical
Bacteria (Cowan, S. T. (1974) 2nd ed.
Cambridge University Press) with which
it compares unfavourably in the range of
tests covered. The present book is not
sufficiently comprehensive for a bench
manual as many commonly used tests are
omitted, for example, starch hydrolysis
and ammonium salt sugars, and a great
deal of space is wasted by unnecessary
descriptions of many varieties of the tests
given. There are inaccuracies and omis-
sions throughout the text; for example,
taken at random it is stated on page 3
that all pseudomonads give an oxidative
reaction in the O/F test, and on page 33
there is no mention of the use of 'choco-
late' blood agar in tests for catalase for
fastidious organisms.
The identification tables and sequential

keys also compare unfavourably with the
tables in Cowan and Steel, but the author
is to be congratulated on the extremely
useful explanations of the biochemical
principles underlying each test, and the
coloured illustrations may prove useful
to those unfamiliar with the tests described.

S. P LAPAGE

Notice
Platelets: a multidisciplinary approach

An international symposium on Platelets:
a Multidisciplinary Approach will be held
in Florence on 28-30 September 1977. The
aim of this symposium is to focus at-
tention on platelets both as a model in
pharmacology, biochemistry, immun-
ology, inflammation, and related fields
and as a cell involved in physiopatho-
logical phenomena not directly connected
with haemostasis and mechanisms of
thrombosis.
For further information please contact:

Dr G. de Gaetano, Laboratory for
Haemostasis and Thrombosis Research,
Istituto di Ricerche Farmacologiche
'Mario Negri', Via Eritrea, 62-20157,
Milano, Italy.
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