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Royal College of Surgeons of England Slide
Atlas of Pathology. Eds JL Turk, CDM
Fletcher. (Pp 340; £1100) Gower Medical
Publishing. 1986.

Most pathologists agree that museums are a
splendid teaching asset, but much of this
agreement is lip service. Take a surreptitious
glance around as you visit museums in the
laboratories of colleagues. Too often you
will find tell tale signs of neglect. Surgeons
are different. They like pots for teaching,
and I suspect that somewhere in the surgical
psyche is an element of trophy collecting. Be
that as it may, a visit to the Royal College of
Surgeons Pathology Museum in Lincoln's
Inn Fields is a delight. The specimens are
carefully dissected, beautifully mounted,
and provided with short apposite histories.
No hint of neglect or disuse here.
Now Gower Publishing have combined

with the College of Surgeons and produced
a comprehensive slide atlas of more than
1500 transparencies. They describe the Atlas
as a major new teaching source and so it is.
Publishers are allowed hyperbole, but on the
whole Gower's advertising claims for this
Atlas are justified.
The whole Atlas has been edited by Pro-

fessor Turk from the College of Surgeons
with Dr Fletcher of St Thomas's Hospital
and they have recruited a distinguished
panel of consultant editors for each section.
The pattern of presentation throughout is
similar for each section. The slides are
presented in folders and each is supported
by carefully written legends, which consist
of a brief clinical history, a macroscopic
description, and concise clinicopathological
information on the disorder. There is a
splendid uniformity of style about the leg-
ends, and I suspect they are the work of a
single person who is to be congratulated on
his brevity and lucidity.
The Atlas can be bought as a whole or in

sections, and in this laboratory we have
gone through each section as set out below
for those who may wish to consider pur-
chasing only a single section.
1 Osteoarticular System (consultant edi-
tor, Professor PG Bullough, New York).
There is a wide range of material and all the
principal conditions are included, in addi-
tion to rarities such as mercuric necrosis
now of historical value. Bony lesions lend
themselves to spectacular photographs, and
the colour reproduction is of good quality.
Viewing bone pathology without radio-
graphs is to be only half informed and ex-
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pansion of this section to include some
representative x-rays would have been use-
ful.
2 Nervous System (consultant editor, Pro-
fessor W Blackwood, London). The quality
of the pictures is good, but there are some
exceptions and No 73 showing a metastasis
is very poor. The quality of the trans-
parencies for multiple sclerosis is not good,
and brain stem lesions are more pertinent to
common symptomatology. The neoplasms
and vascular lesions are particularly well
illustrated, though it might have been better
to choose the commonest sites for each le-
sion. The wisdom of trying to encapsulate a
description of a complicated disease such as
multiple sclerosis in two or three sentences is
questionable.
3 Gastrointestinal System (consultant edi-
tors, Drs B Morson, A Price, and Professor
P Scheuer, London). The quality of the
photographs is generally very good, though
perhaps because of the quality of the
original, some are very pale. The selection of
specimens is particularly comprehensive
-it might have been better to have omitted
the "undoubtedly atypical" post-cricoid
web (slide 5) and not add to the confusion
on this subject. A gastric Hodgkin's disease

is illustrated: did the distinguished editorial!
panel check the histology or are they merely
accepting the label?
The legends in this volume are particu-

larly well written; succinct and to the point
with just the right balance between clinical
information and pathological features.
4 Respiratory System (consultant editor,
Professor H Spencer, London). The col-
lection is comprehensive but particularly in
this system, where the fixed nature of the
specimens is apparent and there is a definite
uniformity of colour. This is particularly so
in the tumours, which are monotonously
grey-white. The accompanying legends are
short and helpful.
5 Cardiovascular System (consultant edi-
tor, Professor RH Anderson, London). This
collection of 114 transparencies illustrates
the gross abnormalities of heart and blood
vessels. Most common diseases are repre-
sented, ranging from the less common con-
genital lesions to different varieties of
myocardial infarction. The Atlas, however,
is not comprehensive, reflecting the surgical
origin of the specimens. The quality of illus-
tration is high and some are a delight to
project. A few are difficult to interpret and
suffer from the inevitable problem of show-

Femur: giant cell tumour
(Osteoarticular System).
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ing complex three dimensional congenital
disorders in a two dimensional image. The
accompanying text is lucid, short, and to the
point.
6 Urinary System (consultant editor, Dr C
Pugh, London.) This volume comprises 129
slides from kidney, ureter, bladder, urethra
and urinary calculi. There is a strong sur-
gical slant, with few illustrations of medical
conditions such as glomerulonephritis, yet
including 20 slides of calculi. The surgical
pathology of the system, however, is well
covered and the slides are of very high
quality. As in the other sections the accom-
panying text is helpful.
7 Reproductive System (consultant editors,
Professor H Fox, Manchester, Drs R Pugh
and P McKee, London). The quality of the
transparencies in this section is excellent
throughout, and the conditions they illus-
trate cover the full range of common dis-
eases in the male and female reproductive
system. The accompanying legends are in-
formative and strike a good balance between
clinical history, pathology, and general fea-
tures of the disease.
8 Endocrine System (consultant editor,
Professor SC Sommers, New York); Lym-
phoreticular System (consultant editor, Pro-
fessor J Pettit, Otago); Haemopoietic System
(consultant editor, Professor J Pettit, Ot-
ago); Skin (consultant editor, Dr P McKee,
London); Soft Tissues (consultant editor, Dr
P McKee, London). This diverse volume is
generally well selected, though occasionally
repetitious-four photographs of red mar-
row extension. The scale of the photographs
is something of a problem, and comparison
of spleen size in ALL (26) and CML (29) is
impossible. The text as in the other sections
is short and informative-just the right bal-
ance.

Overall this is a splendid collection of
teaching material for undergraduate and
postgraduate alike. If purchased as a whole
it will make the basis of a very fine teaching
collection in those laboratories lacking such
a basic teaching aid. Every picture is not a
winner but enough are to make this Atlas a
resounding success and a credit to the pub-
lishers and College alike.
The cost is high (£1100 for the complete

set, £180 each volume, except the Alimentary
System at £340) and at first sight prohibitive.
Reflection, however, shows that to organise
this amount of photographing in terms of
effort and time would be impossible for most
of us, and the Atlas is a good buy for any
teaching laboratory and is value for money.
How to get the money? Well, these days with
pathologists controlling budgets, virement
of one months salary of a registrar would

substantially pay for the Atlas. Introduce a
little planned "slippage" into your re-
cruiting programme; the permanent value of
the slide collection to your laboratory will
outweigh the temporary staffing difficulty.
Nonetheless, some pathologists will find it
difficult to raise the price: they can buy indi-
vidual systems as listed, but a solution the
publishers should consider is to prepare a
shorter "core" Atlas with the editors choos-
ing, say, 250 slides from all systems.

G SLAVIN

Laboratory Immunology and Serology. 2nd
ed. NJ Bryant. (Pp 216; £l19-50.) WB
Saunders. 1986. ISBN 0-7216-1059-5.

This is a book specifically designed for stu-
dents of medical technology. It is an intro-
duction to the subject. Each of the chapters
covers single topics such as complement or
viral hepatitis using a standard format and a
list of objectives. The main text is divided
simply into clearly labelled paragraphs, with
a section on laboratory methods and finally
some multiple choice review questions. Parts
of the book are a little dated, but it is not
intended as a "state of the art" summary
and it gives the safe answer for the unini-
tiated novice instead of the most recent
research views, whose ever changing nature
could upset the tiros.

There are some nice line drawings out-
lining basic immunological concepts. A
short book cannot include everything: it
concentrates of serological immunology and
omits describing tests for immune com-
plexes, monoclonal gammopathies, and
many autoantibodies. On the other hand, it
gives detailed descriptions of the serology of
syphilis. If you need to learn quickly some
basic immunochemistry or serology this is a
very suitable and relatively slim volume to
read.

DL SCOTT

Macrophage Biology. Progress in Leukocyte
Biology. Vol 4. Ed S Reichard, M Kojima.
(Pp 992; $120.) Alan R Liss. 1986. ISBN
0-8451-4103-1.

This massive volume records the pro-
ceedings of the tenth International Congress
of the IURES held in Ito, Japan, September
2-7, 1984 which was a world gathering of
masters of the macrophage. The table of
contents reading like a role of honour. This
collection of research papers is of great

value to research workers in the many fields
covered, ranging from oncology, systemic
lupus erythematosis, influenza, function of
the cells, and several papers on the origin of
these ubiquitous cells. There seems to be no
end to the host of biologically active media-
tors produced by the macrophages, and it is
no wonder so many disciplines are attracted
to them.
The editors have successfully achieved an

enormous task within a short space of time;
furthermore, the book seems quite cheap for
such a compendium of data, with the added
advantage that when it is out of date its
weight will make it a formidable door stop.

DA WILLOUGHBY

The Autoimmune Diseases. Ed NR Rose, IR
Mackay. (Pp 727; £75.) Academic Press Inc.
1985. ISBN 0-12-596920.

This 700 page book is edited by two dis-
tinguished medical scientists who have spent
a life time of research into clinical immu-
nology, and autoimmune disease in particu-
lar. It brings together a wealth of dis-
tinguished contributors to cover the whole
spectrum of diseases known, or thought, to
be caused by autoimmune mechanisms.

It begins by distinguishing between auto-
immunity and autoimmune disease. In the
former antibodies or immune sensitised cells
react with self antigens; this may be a nor-
mal physiological process (e.g. anti-idiotype
antibodies, immunoconglutinins, etc). In the
latter this process produces pathological
change, and it is these situations with which
the book is concerned.

Inevitably the first chapters are on the
nature of the abnormal autoimmune reac-
tion and its genetic basis, as there are many
clear associations between certain genetic
markers and autoimmune diseases. It
eschews the rigid classification of organ
specific and non-organ specific diseases and
instead emphasises the overlap between
these categories.
Each condition is well covered, and

although there are some idiosyncratic chap-
ters, many follow what is clearly a common
style and format, with short headed sections
that are generally well written and easy to
read. This is just as well as there is a dearth
of tables and figures in many chapters,
which make the volume more didactic in
approach than it need be.

Unfortunately, not all chapters cover the
therapeutic implications of the new under-
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