
Matters arising

proposed by Whitby et al.' Discussions
should take place between geographically
related laboratories. These discussions
should ensure that pathology services which
are defined as non-core are provided in such a
way as to maximise the use of local resources
and to provide a professionally acceptable
arrangement.
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Examination of faeces for bacterial
pathogens

The ACP Broadsheet No 124 is a valuable
summary of the subject,' and I am par-
ticularly delighted to see a reference to
Kohn's two tube media which have been used
in this laboratory for many years with great
success and economy in time and, if properly
used, materials. It is sad that this medium
does not appear in a number of British
textbooks and that one major British man-
ufacturer has stopped supplying it. This is a
retrograde step.
There is only one thing that concerns me

and that is the inclusion of shigellas in the
blanket recommendation (which otherwise is
unexceptionable) that slide agglutination
results should be confirmed by performing
tube agglutinations. The late Patricia Car-
penter maintained vigorously that it was not
necessary to confirm slide agglutinations with
shigellas by tube agglutinations. It may be
argued that there are rare situations, such
as with very uncommon Shigella boydii
serotypes, when one might want to confirm
the finding, and also it is wisely remarked in a

recent edition of a standard British textbook
that if there is doubt about a slide agglutina-
tion with Shigella, a confirmatory tube
agglutination test should be performed. Both
these latter points are, I am sure, valid, but a
blanket recommendation that all Shigella
slide agglutination results should be confir-
med by performing tube agglutinations
would, I think, surprise many workers, and it
would be interesting to see ifmy views accord
with those of others.
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Some new titles
The receipt of books is acknowledged, and
this listing must be regarded as sufficient
return for the courtesy of the sender. Books
that appear to be of particular interest will be
reviewed as space permits.

Photosensitizing Compounds: their
Chemistry, Biology and Clinical Use.
Ciba Foundation Symposium 146. (Pp 241;
£32.50.) John Wiley. 1989. ISBN 0 471
92308 7.

Life Experiences, Development and
Childhood Psychopathology. IM
Goodyear. Wiley Series on Studies in Child
Psychiatry. (Pp 292; 39.) John Wiley. 1990.
ISBN 0-471-91602-1.

Diseases of the Liver and Bile Ducts.
Based on Proceedings of 54th Annual
Anatomic Pathology Slide Seminar of the
American Society of Clinical Pathologist.
J Ludwig, KG Ishak, DH Dail. (Pp 143;
paperback $48.) Raven Press. 1990. ISBN
0-89189-294-X.

Lung Cancer. Vol II. The Evolution of
Concepts. Ed JG Gruhn, ST Rosen. (Pp 191;
55.) WW Norton & Company Ltd 1989.
ISBN 0 938607 17 0.

I was delighted to receive this book to review
as I had previously discovered and bought
volume I. This I had thoroughly enjoyed and
can recommend to any pathologist interested
in lung cancer. Volume I is almost entirely
devoted to the pathological aspects of lung
cancer; volume II only partly so. It is difficult
to see why the subject matter has been
separated into two volumes, for each is quite
slim and together they would have made a
text book of no more than 450 pages.
The book's subtitle (The Evolution of

Concepts) is a somewhat obscure way of
saying that they deal with a historical survey
oflung cancer, from its very beginnings to the
present day. If you find history dull, these
books are not for you, but I find it difficult to
envisage how anyone could take an interest in
the subject of lung cancer without knowing
how our present day concepts have evolved.
These books present a very scholarly his-
torical survey of the subject and make fas-
cinating reading. Illustrations include some
interesting portraits of early workers,
reproductions of original papers, and some of
the early electron micrographs. I thoroughly
recommend both volumes to anyone interes-
ted in lung cancer and believe that they
represent important reading for any aspiring
authors in this field. Volume I contains
chapters on the history of lung cancer his-
topathology, selected histopathological
studies, precursor lesions, the production of
hormones by lung tumours, the neuroen-
docrine lung, pulmonary cytopathology, and
a historical perspective of our understanding
of the aetiology and development of lung
cancer. Volume II contains such subjects as
tumour registries, the development of the
bronchoscope, a history of the roentgenology

of lung cancer, radiotherapy from Roentgen
to the present, historical facets of thoracic
surgery, pulmonary function studies and
chemotherapy. The final two chapters, en-
titled "Oncogenes" and "The biology of lung
cancer," are more likely to appeal to path-
ologists. Both volumes contain material of
interest to the pathologist but this is par-
ticularly true of volume I.

B CORRIN

Biopsy Pathology of the Pulmonary
Vasculature. CA Wagenvoort, WJ Mooi.
Biopsy Pathology Series 13. (Pp 362; C59.50.)
Chapman and Hall Medical. 1989. ISSN 0-
412-27940-1.

Professor Wagenvoort and Dr Mooi have
devoted their professional lives to the study of
the histopathology of the pulmonary circula-
tion. This splendid book represents a distilla-
tion of their researches. Open lung biopsy
may be a rarity in some centres and when such
a specimen arrives in the laboratory it is likely
to cause difficulty. This volume provides
ready help in such cases. There are very clear
chapters dealing with how such material is to
be obtained and processed. A straightforward
description of the microanatomy of the nor-
mal pulmonary circulation precedes a series
of exhaustive and well illustrated chapters on
the pathology of the pulmonary vasculature
in a comprehensive variety of congenital and
acquired cardiopulmonary disorders. The
sections on plexogenic arteriopathy and on
the corrective operability of congenital heart
disease, the latter a special interest ofWagen-
voort's, are particularly good. Of greater
value to the general histopathologist perhaps
are the accounts of vasculopathies in primary
lung disease and lung vessels in neoplastic
disorders. There are well chosen lists of
references at the end of each chapter, though
it is disappointing that the work ofFernie and
Lamb on the vexed question of measurement
of medial hypertrophy and arterial contrac-
ture is not cited; only their paper on the effect
of age and smoking on the pulmonary arterial
intima receives mention. This book is well
written and indexed. It is reasonably priced
and should find a place in every diagnostic
histopathology laboratory and hospital
library.

MS DUNNILL

Diagnostic Neuropathology. Vol II. Ed
JH Garcia, J Escalona-Zapata, U Sandbank,
J Cervos-Navarro. (Pp 296; DM 160.)
Springer. 1990. ISBN 3-540-50197-5.

This book is concerned with the study of
biopsy material derived from central nervous
system, peripheral nerve, and muscle for the
purpose of diagnosis. It describes how tissue
can best be handled and what disease proces-
ses can be correctly diagnosed using establi-
shed techniques. It is intended to be of service
to neurologists, neuroradiologists, neuro-
surgeons and pathologists.
There are four sections and two of them,

concerning nerve biopsy and muscle biopsy,
are straightforward and well illustrated
accounts of well defined subjects. "Brain
biopsy" is more difficult and controversial,
embracing a varied assortment of neuropath-
ological processes including neurodegen-
erative diseases of childhood, dementias of
adult and late adult life, encephalitis, and so
on. The authors wisely point out that other
methods may be used in preference to brain
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Book reviews

biopsy in some types of neurodegenerative
disease. Indeed it is frequently observed that
brain biopsies are less common in routine
neuropathology than in the past.
When it comes to "Tissue Culture in the

Diagnosis ofBrain Tumours" we are given an
attractively presented account of the methods
and results of tissue culture. While the
interest and importance of tissue culture are
without question there remains some doubt
about its usefulness specifically as a diagnos-
tic tool, as the pressure of clinical decision
making calls for increasing reliance on rapid
diagnostic techniques. There are other topics
in brain tumour diagnosis that might have
been of greater value.

In summary it is a book that will be
consulted, and one that is worthy of a place in
a library concerned with the neurosciences.

RO BARNARD

Atlas ofHuman Parasitology. 3rd ed. LR
Ash, TC Orihel. (Pp 272; $142.00.) The
Raven Press. 1990. ISBN 0 89189 305 9

To use superlatives is always dangerous,
particularly in book reviews, but the combin-
ation of such a well planned layout with such
an excellently produced book makes the use
of the word "best" irresistible. If this is not,
by any criteria, the best book on human
parasites currently available I should be sur-
prised. The text is succinct, the illustrations
brilliant in clarity, and the notes about the
various creatures' life cycles and nasty little
habits comprehensive.
Any histopathology, microbiology, or

haematology workers will find the book
interesting and helpful, but it is for diagnostic
use only. There is nothing about therapy, and
the authors have rightly and single-mindedly
stuck to their purpose. They see the work as
an adjuvant to standard reference texts and
purely as a tool to aid diagnosis and mor-
phological recognition. As such it has to be a
paragon.

JS LILLEYMAN

Progress in Surgical Pathology. Vol XI.
Ed CM Fenoglio-Preiser, M Wolff, F Rilke.
(Pp 251; DM 180.00.) Springer. 1990. ISBN
3-540-51361-2.

Halfthe chapters in this multiauthor book are
reviews: dysplasia in Barrett's oesophagus;
colitis (nothing new to material available in
standard textbooks); the pathogenesis of
ischaemic bowel (excellent discussion of
superoxide radicle formation on reperfusion);
anterior mediastinal tumour immunocyto-
chemistry (self-indulgent in text, illustration
and references); a dossier of C cells and their
tumours (little new), followed by a fairly
technical account of their ability to produce
other polypeptides.
Other chapters are on very uncommon

conditions (dysplasia in colonic schistomal
egg polyps, Wolffian adenomas of ovary,
malignant peripheral nerve tumours, and a
single testicular tumour report) are better
suited to joumal format. Immunocyto-
chemistry figures prominently, and curiously
eight pages of colour plates are also
reproduced in black and white.
This is a book for library rather than work-

bench but most of its matter is probably
already there.

AM MACKAY

Bone Marrow Purging and Processing.
Ed S Cross, AP Gee, DA Worthington-
White. Progress in Clinical and Biological
Research. Vol 333. (Pp 561; $129.50.) John
Wiley & Sons Inc. 1989. ISBN 0-471-56716-
7.

This volume documents the proceedings on
the second international symposium on bone
marrow purging before autologous bone
marrow grafting. Most papers concentrate on
the increasingly varied means of in vitro
negative selection of tumour cells from bone
marrow, using mainly antibodies or phar-
macological agents. One feels that however
sophisticated these techniques become, they
are unlikely to be completely successful due
to tumour cell heterogeneity in immuno-
phenotype or sensitivity, and there is the
attendant risk of damage to haemopoietic
progenitors which may lead to prolonged
cytopenias following marrow infusion. In this
respect the section perhaps of greatest
interest deals with methods to select
haemopoietic progenitors. The initial Seattle
experience with CD34 positive stem cell
transplants is an indication of the promise of
this approach. This book will be of great
value to transplant centres as a state of the art
review of purging techniques and results.

NH RUSSELL

Urologic Pathology with Clinical and
Radiologic Correlations. Ed A Someren
(Pp 755; £76.) Maxwell Communications
1990. ISBN 0-241-37502.

For a time there was a dearth of textbooks on
urological pathology, then suddenly there
appeared to be a glut. Is this new book like the
many other recent textbooks on the subject,
or is it sufficiently different to warrant
specific recommendation?

Someren's book is primarily for patholo-
gists but the emphasis is very much on the
clinical aspects of disease processes. The
multidisciplinary approach stresses the
importance of clinical and radiological find-
ings in reaching a pathological diagnosis and
clearly demonstrates the role of the patholo-
gist in the clinical team. It is well illustrated
with clinical, radiological, and pathological
pictures and gives the pathologist a clear
understanding of clinical features. It clearly
describes how to handle pathological
specimens.
The book has 28 contributors and seven

chapters dealing with the kidney, urinary
tract and bladder, renal transplantation, pros-
tate and seminal vesicles, testis, penis and
scrotum, and adrenal glands. It is well written
and readable throughout, and the numerous
photographs and diagrams are useful. In spite
of the fact that the authors had difficulty in
spelling my own name, I recommend this
book as being valuable to pathologists, clini-
cians, and radiologists with a special interest
in urology.

KM GRIGOR

Oral Candidosis. Ed LP Samaranayake, T
Wallace MacFarlane. (Pp 265; £60.) Butter-
worths. 1990. ISBN 0 7236 0983 7

This new book contains chapters contributed
by 16 authors from nine countries. Topics
include the biology, ecology and
epidemiology, and virulence factors of Can-
dida; host factors, immunology, clinical clas-
sification, acute and AIDS-related oral can-

didiasis; denture stomatitis and angular
cheilitis, leucoplakia, chronic multifocal can-

didosis and median rhomboid glossitis,

chronic mucocutaneous candidosis; and
laboratory diagnosis and antifungal agents.
The text is well illustrated, including 24
colour high quality photographs, and some
1500 references to published work.
Anticipated readership includes post-

graduate dental and medical practitioners,
oral and medical microbiologists, and under-
graduates. Those with a special interest in
oral candidosis will find this book a valuable
addition to their bookshelves.
Two major reference books are already

available on Candida and candidosis, and it is
legitimate to question if another is justified.
On the evidence presented-yes. As the
editors point out, there has been a noticeable
increase in the numbers of papers dealing
with oral candidosis. This new text provides a
rich source of information on this important
topic, and brings together information which
is presently scattered throughout medical
publications.

DWR MACKENZIE

Clinical Immunohematology: Basic
Concepts and Clinical Applications.
Wendell F Rosse. (Pp 677; $95.) Blackwell
Scientific Publications. 1990.ISBN 0-86542-
038-6.

This book presents its subject matter in two
parts-about half to basic immunohaemato-
logy and halfto clinical immunohaematology.
The first part provides a readable and well
illustrated account of antigens, antibodies
and their interaction, and includes a long
chapter dealing with complement and its
dependent mechanisms, with nearly 500
references. In the clinical part of the book the
emphasis appears in places to be on the
pathogenesis of disease more than on
therapeutic detail. For example, the cited
figure of up to 40% mortality following fetal
transfusion does not reflect current
achievements. The text is also misleading in
defining the dose of anti-D immunoglobulin
which will clear fetal cells following trans-
placental haemorrhage.
With the exception of the two chapters

dealing with HLA and paternity testing con-
tributed by Dr Emily Reisler (one might have
expected reference in the latter to the use of
DNA probes), the book has been written by
Professor Rosse. In the preface he argues that
the unity given by a single viewpoint is worth
both the effort and the lack of detailed
knowledge in some areas. I think that he has
succeeded in the task which he set himselfand
provided a useful addition to the haematolo-
gist's bookshelf.

D LEE

Diagnostic Function Tests in Chemical
Pathology. PT Lascelles, D Donaldson. (Pp
217; £30.) Kluwer Academic Publishers.
1990. ISBN 0-7462-0108-0.

This book comprises details of some 80
dynamic function tests. For each, the princi-
ple of the test is given, together with indica-
tions for its use and the protocol. The normal
response is described and guidance provided
on the interpretation of results.
A book of this sort is potentially useful.

With the passage of time, laboratories often
evolve their own protocols for tests ofthis sort
without necessarily validating them. Unfor-
tunately, few original references are provided
and there are no indications as to whether the
accounts of tests incorporate any modifica-
tions to original descriptions. The authors
indicate in their preface that several of the
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