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In an essentially interdisciplinary field the performed each year, but his will and ability
cost of this desirable book could be shared to share his knowledge are surely his own.
between endoscopists and pathologists. Only minor changes or additions can be

ANNE C MADDOCKS suggested. For those ofus who use the TNM
method of staging, a short paragraph on the
American system understandably applied
throughout this text would have been useful.
In the photomicrographs, when illustrating
low and high powers of the same field,

A Colour Atlas of Forensic Dentistry. occasionally the orientation has been trans-
DK Whittaker, DG McDonald. (Pp 134; posed.
£35.) Wolfe Medical Publications Ltd. ISBN The publication of this book is opportune.
0 7234 0961 7. Carcinoma of the prostate is the third leading

cause of male cancer deaths and yet as urolo-
This is one in the series of the Wolfe Medical gists are well aware current treatment has
Atlases covering in particular the highly little effect on mortality. Therefore, emphasis
specialised field of forensic dentistry written is being placed on early diagnosis by a com-
by two of the leading proponents in this area. bination of rectal ultrasound and biopsy and
The general style is similar to others in the an increased awareness of small foci of aden-

series, with colour photographs accompanied ocarcinoma in resection specimens. Rectal
by a short text. The photographs are of ultrasound is already available in several
exceptionally high quality but sometimes add teaching centres and larger urology units, but
little if anything to the text. it is rumoured that they are being rapidly
This book suffers from two main draw- supplied to many district hospitals. At the

backs: the first is the absence of a biblio- same time there is renewed urological interest
graphy; the second is that it alternates from in radical prostatectomy for low volume dis-
being highly technical to appearing to have ease. In this environment an extra responsi-
been written for the layman. bility will be placed on pathologists interpret-
Notwithstanding this and other minor ing biopsy and TURP specimens. Therefore

criticisms (such as including lip prints, the this book is strongly recommended, not only
relevance of which has never been shown to histopathologists in training but to those
useful in open court), it does fulfil the role in established in practice.
being an introduction to forensic dentistry. There are other text books and atlases of
Serious students in this field should, genitourinary pathology and some devoted
however, look elsewhere. entirely to the prostate, including a previous

DA ROUSE one from Raven Press, but this would be my
choice when faced by a diagnostic problem.

M CONNIE PARKINSON

Prostate Biopsy Interpretation. Biopsy
Interpretation Series. Jonathan I Epstein.
(Pp 270; $86.50.) Raven Press. 1989. ISBN 0- Molecular Biology of the Cell. 2nd ed. B.
88167-548-2 Alberts, D Bray, J Lewis,M Raff, K Roberts,

JD Watson. (Pp 1218 + index; £26.50.)
This volume in the biopsy series comprises Garland Publishing Inc. 1989. ISBN 0-8240-
277 black and white illustrations and 3696-4 (paperback).
approximately 80 pages of text devoted to the
interpretation of surgical prostatic pathology. Cell and molecular biology have advanced at a
Subjects covered include the normal and staggering rate since the publication of the
hyperplastic gland, inflammatory conditions, first edition of The molecular biology of the cell
adenocarcinoma, atypical hyperplasia, and in 1983. Despite this the authors (and their
the non-acinar neoplasms. numerous helpers) have only taken an extra
The illustration and description of the 100 pages to convey the essentials of contem-

various causes of granulomata are useful. In porary biology concisely and lucidly. It is a
the chapters on adenocarcinoma the differen- joy to read the text and study the clear
tial diagnostic problems posed by trans- illustrations, both of which have been exten-
urethral and biopsy specimens, grading, stag- sively revised. The range of the book is
ing, and changes induced by treatment are staggering, mistakes are very rare and it is
excellent. Illustrations and relevant text are remarkably up to date including references
closely correlated and good use is made oflow from late 1988. There are three sections and
and high power photomicrographs, especially 21 chapters. The first section, Introduction to
in the diagnosis of carcinoma-stimulating the cell, covers the essentials of cellular bio-
the diagnostic approach. Each chapter has an chemistry including a brief guide to the
impressive up to date list of references but the methods used for studying cells. It concludes
older classics are not forgotten. with a lucid account of genetic mechanisms
The author has a characteristic which I and an introduction to molecular biology.

have rarely encountered. His book is in- This is followed by a section entitled
tensely practical; one has the lasting feeling of Molecular organisation ofcells, which includes
being taught over a double headed micro- discussions of membranes, cytoplasmic
scope, a quality achieved while retaining a organisation including an excellent chapterprecise text in which every discussion point is on the cytoskeleton, and the nucleus. Otherevaluated in terms of numerical fact, and a chapters describe modernnotions regardingconclusion reached. Finally, he clearly places cell signalling, control of growth and cell
pathology in a clinical setting. As Dr Epstein division, and a very good account of cell
states, his interest in genitourinary pathology adhesion and extracellular matrix. Finally ais partly the result ofhis work with the late Dr section entitled Cells to multicellular organ-Joseph Eggleston and his close liaison with isms considers how cells interact with eachthe Urological Department at Johns Hopkins other, taking development, differentiation,where some 200 radical prostatectomies are the immune system and the nervous system in

turn. For those who wish to understand the
plants in their garden a little better there is a
fascinating chapter on cellular organisation in
plants. The final chapter turns to the cell
biology of cancer. This book is magnificent.
It is a must for any pathologist who wishes to
remain conversant with modern biology, and
at a mere £26.50 is an incredible bargain! Go
and buy it!!

PA HALL

Myobacterial Skin Diseases. New Clinical
Applications Dermatology. Ed M Harahap.
(Pp 142; £30 00.) Kluwer Academic Publi-
shers. 1989. ISBN 0 7462 0119 2.

The indefatigable Dr Julian Verbov has
produced the final volume in his der-
matological series of "New Clinical
Applications". His aim was to publish up to
the minute articles by leading experts on
subjects of interest as quickly as possible and
avoid the problem of multiauthor text books
which are out of date by the time they are off
the presses. This he has achieved. This
volume covers all aspects ofmyobacterial skin
diseases including tuberculosis, leprosy, and
atypical mycobacteria (principally marinum,
fortuitum, ulcerans, and chelonae). Inevit-
ably there is a little repetition among authors
but not enough to constitute a fault. There are
some excellent reviews by Drs Convit, Hara-
hap, Grange, McDougall, Tomecki, and
Ulrich. The readership is clearly likely to be
largely dermatological but this volume would
constitute an excellent basic grammar for the
pathologist in training. The price would put
off some but any self respecting department
should have accumulated enough funds to
buy it.

AWP DU VIVIER

Microbiological Methods. 6th ed. CH
Collins, Patricia M Lyne, JM Grange. (Pp
409; softcover £29.50.) Butterworths. 1989.
ISBN 0-407-008853

To my surprise, I have not encountered this
remarkable little book before. It is not com-

prehensive, nor does it claim to be, but it is
crammed with information not readily found
elsewhere. Its publication record-six
editions in 25 years-is testament
to its success and popularity. The authors
acknowledge that they have "moulded" the
material submitted by their contributors into
their- own "telegraphic style" which I find
synoptic yet readable.
A better title would be "Bacteriological

Methods" because virological techniques are
not considered, although some space is
devoted to mycology. Basic topics covered
include laboratory safety, equipment, steril-
isation, materials, media and methods,
altogether in 140 pages. Collection and
processing of specimens for clinical bac-
teriology is considered briefly (15 pages) and
this is followed by an outline of antimicrobial
sensitivity and assay tests in a chapter of
similar length. The bacteriology of food, all
types including dairy products, water, and
the environment receives detailed treatment
in 70 pages, and I found these chapters a
useful compendium of what to do with an
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amazing variety of specimens and how to
interpret the results once the tests had been
done. The rest of the book (150 pages) is
devoted to systematic bacteriology (and
mycology) which is given the authors'
idiosyncratic treatment. The style is didactic
and at times dogmatic but always carries the
conviction that those who have written the
text have actually carried out the work.
Throughout, there are a relatively small num-
ber of well chosen references.
Mature bacteriologists, previously

unaware of this book, should make its
acquaintance. Young trainees are strongly
advised to acquire a copy, not only for use at
the bench but also for study as a companion to
standard texts.

JD SLEIGH

Recent Advances in Histopathology. No.
14. Ed PP Anthony, RNM MacSween. (Pp
320; 178 illustrations; £22.50.) Churchill
Livingstone. 1989.

This volume-a snip at the price is packed
with information of value to all histopath-
ologists. It is compulsory reading for examin-
ees (and examiners!) and for seniors who need
to keep up. Chapters on DNA technology,
cancer viruses, breast screening, and SIDS
are outstanding. There is a bias towards
hepatology, and sadly the chapter on the
cervix does not address the difficulties of
categorising minor cervical dysplasia follow-
ing the colposcopic explosion. A number of
illustrations are of questionable quality and
value. The aim of gathering current special-
ised information from a wide range of topics
into lucid review form, however, is generally
achieved and, save for an occasional
unremarkable straight "text-book" chapter
and intimidating catalogue-like description of
rarities, the usual high standard of the series
is maintained. Let us hope number 15 is
under way. Unfortunately the white cover is

identical with number 13. Haematoxylin and
eosin stripes or immunoperoxidase brown
would be more appropriate!

LWL HORTON

De Gruchy's Clinical Haematology in
Medical Practice. 5th ed. Ed. F Firkin, C
Chesterman, D Penington, B Rush. (Pp 524;
£39.50.) Blackwell Scientific Publications.
1989. ISBN 0-632-02641-3.

Reading "de Gruchy" for the first time in
nearly 20 years produces a cosy nostalgic
feeling. While there have been many changes,
everything looks familiar, and the uncluttered
lucidity is as attractive as ever. A point of
which one is reminded, though, is that since
the first edition in 1958 clinical haematology
in the United Kingdom has become almost
entirely the province of the pathologist-cum-
physician rather than the "pure" physician
for whom the text was originally written, so it
is important in 1990 to be clear exactly who
the target reader is.
MRCPath candidates and other post-

graduate trainees in haematology will find
they need a more specialised study book, but
MRCPath candidates will find the easily read

contents a delight, especially for those who
intend to go on later to train in laboratory
haematology. For the rest, any non-

haematologist wanting a no-fuss dogmatic
text about blood diseases will be hard pressed
to find a better one, even if some of the half-
tones are not up to Blackwell's usual stan-

dards.
JS LILLEYMAN

Clinical Haematology. (Mainstream
Medicine). DL Barnard, BA McVerry, DR
Norfolk. (Pp 269; £17.50.) Heinemann
Medical Books. 1989. ISBN 0-433-00068-6.

This new edition in the mainstream medicine
series of clinical haematology is a welcome
addition to the series. Eminently readable,
clear, and didactic it will prove valuable to
final year students and those recently
graduated. With good clear tables it provides
a quick ready reference. Perhaps lacking the
clear figures and diagrams of some of its
competitors, its approach reflects the prac-

tical experience of the authors. A welcome
section is the final few chapters, where
haematological changes in relation to specific
organ disease or conditions are described-
for example, liver and pregnancy. Some
haematologists may consider that modern
contentious areas are not discussed
adequately but for the size of the book it
covers a wide subject extremely well and has
useful further reading suggestions for those
of an enquiring disposition.

In summary a book to be recommended
which will hold its head well among its
competitors, and the audience it is written for
(general physicians, paediatricians etc) will
find it valuable.

AJ BELLINGHAM

Paediatric Forensic Medicine and
Pathology Ed. JK Mason. (Pp 526; £75.)
Chapman and Hall Medical. 1989. ISBN
0-442-29160-6.

Professor Mason is a prolific writer and editor
of medical texts. He is also a Doctor of Laws
,by examination) and a stickler for good
English. This latest work maintains his high
standards. Too many multiauthor works are

good in parts. Others, aimed at the United
States market, sink in mid-Atlantic. Thirty
seven contributors of international repute
have subjected themselves willingly to "an
unusual degree of editorial fancy". The result
is a wide-ranging text, of consistent high
quality, which will be of inestimable value not
only to pathologists, but to obstetricians,
paediatricians, and many others who have to

deal with injured, neglected, and abused
children.

Everything is here: practical advice on

clinical examination and necropsy tech-
niques, genetics, perioperative death, and the
impact of HIV infection. Law and ethics
receive masterful (and international)
coverage in 200 pages. This is required read-
ing for pathologists, clinicians, and lawyers
alike. Well published, well illustrated-and a

bargain at £75.00.
MA GREEN

NOTICES

The Leeds Course in Clinical
Nutrition

11-14 September 1990

Both participants and exhibitors should
apply for further particulars to:

Mrs Hiliary L Helme,
Department of Continued
Professional Education,

The University,
Leeds LS2 9JT.

Telephone: (0532) 333233.

XVth Conference on Hormones
and Cell Regulation

Mont St Odile, Alsace, France
24-27 September 1990

Main topics:
Growth factors, transcriptional effects
of steroid hormones, novel actions

of calcium.

Further iniformation from:
Mrs. M. C. Barker,

Hormones & Cell Regulation
Conference,

Imperial Cancer Research Fund,
PO Box 123,

Lincoln's Inn Fields,
London WC2A 3PX.

Association of Clinical Pathologists

Junior Membership

Junior membership of the Association is
available to medical practitioners who
have been engaged in the practice of
pathology for a period of less than four
years. Junior members are able to remain
in this category for a maximum of six years
or on the attainment of consultant status.
The annual subscription is £24 for those
resident in the United Kingdom and £55
for those overseas. The annual subscrip-
tion may be claimed against tax.

Junior members receive the Journal of
Clinical Pathology each month. Other
benefits are reduced registration fees to
attend ACP scientific meetings, all the
documents regularly sent to full members
of the Association including ACP News,
which has a regular column for juniors,
and the twice yearly summary of path-
ology courses included in the ACP
programme of postgraduate education.
Junior members have their own
representative body, the Junior Members'
Group, which has a direct input to Coun-
cil.

For Junior Membership apply to: The
Honorary Secretary, Association of
Clinical Pathologists, School of Biological
Sciences, Falmer, Brighton, BNl 9QG.
(0273) 678435.
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