
Patel, Rocks, Bailey

450 m) was used for reading both ELISA and
SEGLISA plates. We suspect that the best
results would be obtained without the use of
any filter, but this was not possible with our
plate reader. To read optimally the thin silver
layer on the bottom of the well, different optics
may be more appropriate.
Compared with other established methods

for detecting antibodies to rubella ELISAs
require no pretreatment of the sera, and are
well suited to mechanisation; consequently, in
recent years their use has been on the increase.
The SEGLISA approach offers all the advan-
tages of ELISAs but as it does not involve an
enzyme incubation stage it requires fewer
manipulations and is quicker to carry out. The
SEGLISA reagents are at least as stable as
those used in ELISAs and their cost is com-
parable. A major advantage of SEGLISA is
that visual interpretation is easy and a per-
manent record of the result is obtained.
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Eponyms in pathology . . .

YERSIN, Alexandre Emil-Jean (1863-
1943) was a Swiss microbiologist. Born near
Lausanne and trained in Paris, he qualified in
1888. He was one of Pasteur's distinguished
pupils, and with Emile Roux, in 1888, was the
first to demonstrate diphtheria toxin. In 1894
he became a medical officer in the French
colonial army and served in Indo-China.
Independently of Kitasato he discovered the
plague bacillus in Hong Kong in 1894; an
organism now known as Yersinia pestis. In 1896
he developed an anti-plague serum with
Calmette and did much to control epidemics in
Indo-China. He became director of the Pasteur
institute at Nha-Trang in Annam (now Viet-
nam).
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