
Book reviews

Progress in Surgical Pathology. Vol
XII. Ed CM Fenoglio-Preiser, M Wolff,
F Rilke (Pp 310; 148 figs; DM180.00.)
Springer. 1992. ISBN 3-540-541130-6

This book consists of 13 chapters prepared
by a variety of experts on topics related to
surgical pathology. Most chapters are well
written with good black and white illustra-
tions.

Five of the 13 chapters deal with aspects
of pulmonary pathology which is dispropor-
tionate, particularly for those who see rela-
tively few surgical specimens from lung
problems. I did, however, appreciate read-
ing the chapter which compares and con-
trasts "bronchiolitis obliterans with
organising pneumonia and constrictive
bronchiolitis", and also the chapter on
"lymphoid interstitial pneumonia in HIV-
infected individuals".

I suppose it becomes increasingly difficult
to devise new topics for analysis and this
volume does give the impression that some
of the chapter topics are rather contrived. I
must confess to being completely mystified
by the chapter on "the pathology of the sec-
ondary yolk sac in spontaneous abortions".
Perhaps I should have another attempt at
reading it.

I looked forward to reading the chapter
on "the use of immunocytochemistry pre-
sent and future" and much of it was excel-
lent. I was disappointed that insufficient
attention was given to the pitfalls and prob-
lems of using immune techniques which
many trainees also fail to appreciate. I felt
that an obvious opportunity had been lost.
Perhaps this could be addressed in volume
XIII? I was also keen to read Isabel Filipe's
chapter on "borderline lesions of the gastric
epithelium". Perhaps I expected too much
but I did not feel that our understanding of
how to deal with borderline lesions is really
progressing at the present time. I thought
the chapters on "EB viral genome in routine
paraffin sections" and "HPV infection asso-
ciated with squamous carcinoma" were
both timely and helpful. The chapter on
vimentin staining in epithelial tumours is
important because some surgical patholo-
gists tend to assume that a positive reaction
for vimentin means that a lesion is unlikely
to have an epithelial origin.

Overall, an interesting volume to browse
through and I would urge you to encourage
your medical library to purchase it.

PROFESSOR D RTURNER

Pulmonary Endocrine Pathology,
Endocrine Cells and Endocrine
Tumours of the Lung. JR Gosney. (Pp
184; £50.) Butterworth Heinemann. 1992.
ISBN 0-7506-1440-4

This monograph on the pulmonary
endocrine system is of a high scientific stan-
dard and is written in an accurate and
detailed manner. The canvas is broad. The
book opens with a concept of the diffuse
endocrine system of the body. This is fol-
lowed in the next three chapters by an
extended account of the morphology, devel-
opment, distribution, physiology and secre-
tory products of that part of the system
confined to the lungs. The following two
chapters deal with pulmonary endocrine
cells in diseased lungs and experimental

injury. The latter half of the volume is con-
cerned with the pathology, serum markers,
and paraneoplastic manifestations of pul-
monary endocrine neoplasms. There is an
interesting account of endocrine differentia-
tion in neoplasms of the lung.
The text is very detailed and tightly con-

structed. Each chapter has an extensive list
of references and this will make the mono-
graph of considerable value to research
workers in the field. At the same time it has
to be said that the inclusion of long lists of
references in the text breaks up the flow of
argument and does not help readability.
These multiple references could have been
blended more skilfully and less obviously
into the text. As it is, long stretches of the
text comprise quite detailed summaries of
lists of original papers. One has the impres-
sion that the contents of the papers should
have been digested first by the author and
then assimilated into his text.
The approach followed makes this

monograph a most helpful publication for
aficionados in the subject. Whether it will
lead non-specialist pathologists and
clinicians to develop an interest in the
pulmonary endocrine system is another
matter.

DONALD HEATH

Guidelines for the organization of a
blood transfusion service. Ed WN Gibbs
and AFH Britten. (Pp 150; soft cover
Sw. fr. 25.) World Health Organisation.
1992. ISBN 92-4-154445-7

This WHO manual is primarily aimed at
those who are responsible for organising
new blood transfusion services in develop-
ing countries. The contributors form an
impressive list of individuals with wide
experience in this particular field, and the
book is eminently readable, flowing logically
from recruitment of blood donors to uses of
components, by way of all the tasks
involved in ensuring that safe and effective
products are produced.
The emphasis throughout is truly on the

production of guidelines, giving the reader a
comprehensive overview of the tasks
involved in setting up a blood transfusion
service, without going into too much unnec-
essary technical detail. Some of the chapters
may seem to have a preponderance of tech-
nicalities-for instance, those on production
of laboratory reagents and on blood group
serology-but in fact they constitute a
realistic view of what is feasible under the
circumstances. Only very occasionally is
there a small jarring note-for instance, at
the exhortation that the conductance of
LISS solutions being prepared should be
checked as being between 3-6 and 3-7
Siemens. A trawl of blood banks in devel-
oped countries on this point would
undoubtedly yield a high percentage of neg-
ative responses. Similarly, the recommenda-
tion of gluteraldehyde as one of the
disinfectants of choice is rather at odds with
the prohibition of this substance within
Europe.

But these are small, rather nit-picking
points. The manual seems to fulfil its
declared intention admirably. In fact, it
could well be declared as desired reading
for all specialist trainees in the United
Kingdom who may find themselves in

charge of blood banks of whatever size. It
will most certainly give them a good
grounding into what the running of a
sophisticated blood transfusion service will
entail.

W WAGSTAFF

Molecular Genetics for the Clinician.
DJH Brock. (Pp 289; Hardback £35;
Paperback £15 95.) Cambridge University
Press. 1993. ISBN Hardback 0-521-41179-3;
Paperback 0-521-42325-2

The "new genetics" is served by a number
of detailed textbooks for the laboratory sci-
entist, but there are few introductory texts
for a medical audience. Professor Brock has
filled this space with an excellent, attractive-
ly written, and very reasonably priced book.
He leads the reader from basic genetic con-
cepts, via recent advances in technology
(particularly mutation analysis, such as
multiplex ARMS PCR), to gene hunting
and the molecular pathology of many dis-
eases. The book is largely up to date: the
molecular basis of fragile X, an unstable,
variably repeated trinucleotide unit adjacent
to a gene FMR-l, is described and the gene
APC, which is mutated in familial adeno-
matous polyposis and sporadic colon
tumours, is introduced. There are short sec-
tions on such diverse themes as genomic
imprinting, telomere stability, and mito-
chondrial inheritance. The "suggested read-
ings" at the end of each chapter are well
chosen and avoid cluttering a concise text.
A glossary would have been a useful addi-
tion.

This book competes somewhat with the
third edition of Weatherall's classic The new
genetics and clinical practice (OUP, 1991),
which is stronger on the structure and regu-
lation of genes and in which ethical issues
are more widely discussed. Molecular genet-
ics for the clinician is a good starting point for
pathologists with an interest in molecular
mechanisms. It would also be suitable for
anyone in medicine or the allied professions
who wants to know more about how molec-
ular genetics has advanced our understand-
ing of a wide variety ofhuman ailments. For
those seeking a philosphical treatment of
some of the ethical issues raised by the
human genome mapping project and genet-
ic engineering generally, What sort of people
should there be? by Jonathan Glover
(Penguin, 1984) should provide a welcome
challenge.

W FOULKES

Essential Haematology. 3rd edn. AV
Hofibrand and JE Pettit. (Pp 437; £14-95.)
Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1993.
ISBN 0-632-01954-9

This is a beautiful book. The third edition
of Hoffbrand and Pettit is packed with
superb colour figures, laboratory and clini-
cal illustrations, and is magnificently laid
out. The text is clearly written, contains
excellent, up to date background science,
comprehensive clinical and laboratory data
and sensible advice on the management of a
full range of haematological disorders. My
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own students were delighted to see a copy
and were unanimous in their view that this
is a high quality bargain.

But what is essential haematology? As the
authors acknowledge, the scope of the text
is beyond the undergraduate curriculum,
and those involved in medical education are

trying desperately to teach ideas and
method rather than detail to their hard-
pressed students. The amount of knowledge
generated over the past 10 years in haema-
tology is staggering and contains elements
of molecular biology, immunology, and
microbiology which had not even been
thought of when the second edition was

published. Hoffbrand and Pettit have decid-
ed to take the plunge and to teach haema-
tology from a scientific basis, hoping that
the able student will revel in the excitement
of progress while the less able will be able to
keep up because of the clarity of the
material offered.

This is an outstanding attempt to sum-

marise modem haematology and it will be a

long time before a better book is published
in this field, but the title is misleading.
How about "A Short Textbook of
Haematology-Science, Investigation and
Clinical Practice"?

BT COLVIN

Some new titles
The receipt of books is acknowledged, and
this listing must be regarded as sufficient
return for the courtesy of the sender. Books
that appear to be of particular interest will
be reviewed as space permits.

Large Loop Excision of the Trans-
formation Zone. A practical guide to
LLETZ. Ed Walter Prendiville. (Pp 168;
£60.) Chapman & Hall. 1992.

Notices

The Correspondence of Charles
Darwin. Ed F Burkhardt, DM Porter,
J Browne, M Richmond. (Pp 766; £40 00.)
Cambridge University Press. 1993. ISBN
0-521-44241-9

Anybody who is interested in Charles
Darwin soon realises the complex nature of
his personality. This was brought out very
clearly in the voluminous biography by
Adrian Desmond and James Moore
(Michael Joseph 1991). It was "based on

newly transcribed and unpublished letters",
from which statement of the publishers it is
obvious how important the enormous corre-

spondence of Darwin and his contempo-
raries is for the understanding of scientific
evolution in 19th century England. It is,
therefore, not surprising that the present
book is volume 8 of the correspondence of
Charles Darwin. It covers almost exclusive-
ly the year 1860 which most observers have
regarded as a watershed. At the beginning
of January 1860 John Murray published the
second edition of Darwin's Origin of Species,
printing off another 3000 copies to satisfy
an audience that surprised the publisher
and the author.
On reading even only part of this corre-

spondence, it becomes sadly obvious how
much our present generation has lost of the
skills of clarity and elegance of expression,
of caustic wit, which does not lack polite-
ness, in short, of the highest form of the art
of communication. This also applies when
Darwin merely pays the bill for books he
ordered (p 56). For students of Darwin the
man, or for the period, the reading of the
volumes of his correspondence is simply a

must. For others, interested only in litera-
ture, it is a commendable pleasure.

VC MEDVEI

Correction

Sincere apologies are extended to Mr
Agbarakwe, Effect of beta propiolactone on

specific antibody measurements by ELISA
Clin Pathol 1993;46:368-9, for the errors

which appeared in the above.
Mr Agbarakwe was incorrectly titled as

Dr; the statistical program used was

OXSTAT, not Amstrad; in the legend of
figure 3, the units were U/ml and not
IU/ml, and finally, in reference 5, it is, of
course, pertussis vaccine and not pertsis
vaccine as currently printed.

Course on Cytopathology for
Histopathologists

31 January-4 February 1994
Northwick Park Hospital

This is an intensive course in cyto-
pathology suitable for candidates pre-
paring for the MRCPath examination in
histopathology, and for established
histopathologists requiring revision. It is
given by the Department of Cellular
Pathology, Northwick Park Hospital (Dr
Elizabeth A Hudson) and the Depart-
ment of Cytopathology, St Mary's
Hospital Medical School, University of
London (Professor Dulcie Coleman).
The programme will consist of lectures,
microscopy sessions and discussions.
Topics will include cytopathology of the
cervix and of urine, the respiratory tract,
serous effusions and fine needle aspira-
tion cytology of breast and other sites.
The course is limited to 30 participants.
The course fee is £250 excluding
accommodation.
Applications and enquiries should be
made to: Dr Elizabeth Hudson, Depart-
ment of Cellular Pathology, Northwick
Park Hospital, Harrow, Middlesex HAl
3UJ. Tel: 081-869 3311 or 3312.

European Group for Breast Cancer
Screening Annual Meeting

18 September 1993
East Midlands Conference Centre,

University of Nottingham

This meeting follows on immediately
from the Nottingham-EORTC Joint
Breast Cancer Meeting (14-17 Sep-
tember 1993). Preliminary programmes
and registration forms are available
from: Dr Robin Wilson, Nottingham
National Breast Screening Training
Centre, City Hospital, Nottingham
NG5 1PB. Tel: 0602 691689. Fax:
0602 627707.

Association of Clinical Pathologists
Junior Membership

Junior membership of the Association is
available to medical practitioners who
have been engaged in the practice of
pathology for a period of less than four
years. Junior members are able to remain
in this category for a maximum of six
years or on the attainment of consultant
status. The annual subscription is £34 for
those resident in the United Kingdom
and £65 for those overseas. The annual
subscription may be claimed against tax.
Junior members receive the Joumnal of
Clinical Pathology each month. Other
benefits are reduced registration fees to
attend ACP scientific meetings, all the
documents regularly sent to full members
of the Association including ACP News,
which has a regular column for juniors,
and the twice yearly summary of patho-
logy courses included in the ACP pro-
gramme of postgraduate education.
Junior members have their own represen-
tative body, the Junior Members' Group,
which has a direct input to Council.
For Junior Membership apply to: The
Honorary Secretary, Association of
Clinical Pathologists, 221 Preston Road,
Brighton BN1 6SA. (0273) 561188.

Royal College of Pathologists

Advances in the diagnosis of
myocardial infirction
Tuesday 21 September 1993, to be held
at The Royal Society, 6 Carlton House
Terrace, London SW1.
Current topics in veterinary
pathology
Wednesday 20 October 1993, to be held
at The Royal College of Pathologists, 2
Carlton House Terrace, London SW1.
The meetings are open to members and
non-members of the College. Further
details and application forms can be
obtained from Scientific Meetings
Officer, RCPath, 2 Carlton House
Terrace, London SW1Y 5AF. Tel: 071-
930 5862 ext. 24/26.
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