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      A 61-year-old man presented to his general practitioner in June 2001 with pain and weakness in both legs. He had a 31-year history of type 2 diabetes, treated with insulin for the previous 5 years. He had been treated with cerivastatin since October 2000 for hypercholesterolaemia. His serum creatine kinase (CK) was raised at 1040 IU/l (normal range 25–195). Renal function was normal. The cerivastatin was stopped. Two weeks later his CK had fallen to 734. A diagnosis of cerivastatin induced myositis was made.

      In August 2001 he attended the diabetic clinic. He still had pain and weakness in his legs. He had felt well enough to go on a walking holiday in July. This had resulted in an elevation of his CK to 1033 although this had fallen to 770 by August. HbA1c was 6.9% and total:HDL cholesterol ratio was 3.9. The rise in CK was presumed to be a worsening of his myositis following the walking holiday.



  





      By September 2001 the patient was no better and was referred to the rheumatology clinic. Although the pain was settling, he had continuing weakness in his legs which had resulted in two falls. Cardiovascular, respiratory, abdominal and musculoskeletal examinations were normal. There were no skin rashes. Neurological examination of his upper limbs was normal but … 
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