





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via ACP  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Journal of Clinical Pathology]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	75th Anniversary
	For authors
	About
	Call for Papers

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	75th Anniversary
	For authors
	About
	Call for Papers



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via ACP  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 65, Issue 6 
	Good Medical Practice or CanMEDS for education?


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Viewpoint


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Good Medical Practice or CanMEDS for education?

        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Trevor Gray1, 
	Janet Grant2,3

	[bookmark: aff-1]1Department of Clinical Chemistry, Northern General Hospital, Sheffield, UK

	[bookmark: aff-2]2The Open University, Milton Keynes, UK

	[bookmark: aff-3]3Centre for Medical Education in Context [CenMEDIC] & FAIMER Centre for Distance Learning, London, UK


	Correspondence to Dr Trevor Gray, Department of Clinical Chemistry, Northern General 2 Hospital, Sheffield S5 7AU, UK; tagray{at}doctors.org.uk




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
Background The medical regulator in the UK, the General Medical Council, requires curricula and assessments for postgraduate training to be blueprinted to its regulatory statement, Good Medical Practice. A similar document, Tomorrow's Doctors (2009), covers undergraduate education and training. Good Medical Practice, originally designed to regulate medical practice, is not optimally worded as an educational document. The Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada's physician competency framework known as CanMEDS is designed with education more centrally in mind.

Methods The wordings of Good Medical Practice and Tomorrow's Doctors (2009) were compared with CanMEDS using ‘word clouds’, a textual analysis tool which provides a display of word frequency, revealing the emphasis in the wording of documents.

Results Good Medical Practice places much greater emphasis on the regulatory rather than the educational aspects of medical practice when compared with CanMEDS and is therefore less suitable for blueprinting curricula, especially in disciplines with high science content such as pathology.

Conclusions Good Medical Practice is less suitable for an educational role and the General Medical Council should consider developing a more specific educational document around these principles.
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