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	CANCER
	CANCER RESEARCH

Dear Sir,
Clear cell carcinoma (CCC) of the ovary is a subtype of epithelial ovarian cancer (EOC) known for its relative resistance to standard platinum-based chemotherapy and poor prognosis. CCC account for up to 25% of ovarian carcinomas in Japan while make up only about 10% in North America. Analysis of archived pathology records on cases of ovarian cancer managed by Queen Mary Hospital, Hong Kong, from January 1993 to June 2012 revealed that CCC constituted 22.4% of EOC locally. Moreover, its yearly incidence showed a significant increase (unpublished results). Studies on ovarian CCC are therefore important and of regional significance.
Genetic and molecular biological studies of ovarian CCC often involve in vitro experiments using several widely recognised ovarian CCC cell lines including ES2, TOV-21G, OVISE, OVTOKO and OVMANA.1 However, we found that ES2, a widely used ovarian CCC cell line established in the late 1980s, displayed unusual features distinct from other ovarian CCC cell lines. Such observations led us to question its true histological identity.
Verification of hepatocyte nuclear factor 1β (HNF-1β) expression in our ovarian cancer cell lines has been carried out. HNF-1β is a transcription factor found to be considerably upregulated in almost all ovarian CCC through CpG island hypomethylation but not in other histological subtypes … 
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