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The current COVID-19 pandemic has imposed sweeping changes in every aspect of life, not least in the way pathologists carry out their practice. Severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 spreads quickly from person to person through respiratory droplets released in the air by infected patients. Thus, respecting strict biosafety procedures while handling potentially infected fresh tissues, liquid samples or even air-dried fixed cytological preparations, has become paramount for pathologists. However, the so-called ‘distraction effect’ represents an even more subtle menace to the pathologists than the virus itself.1 In fact, because of this effect, pathologists run the risk of diverting their attention exclusively toward COVID-19 issues, with a detrimental effect for patients affected by other health-threatening diseases including cancer. Indeed, although rescheduling of non-urgent and elective pathological procedures has become common practice in the wake of today’s pandemic, pathologists should not postpone diagnostic procedures for high-risk patients with cancer.2 Likewise, molecular pathologists must continue to perform molecular predictive tests to assure timely selection of patients for targeted treatments.3 In this editorial, now that the peak of the pandemic is over in many countries, we argue that one lesson pathologists would do well to learn is that everyday pathology practice should never be overshadowed by other health concerns, even in the midst of a major health emergency.1

The report by Vigliar et al can be read as an epitomic example of what an effective prioritisation strategy can achieve in cytopathology in times of global health crises.2 In our experience, we found that whereas the number of the samples examined during the lockdown was drastically reduced, the percentage of malignant cases was significantly increased, thereby illustrating that cytology is crucial in the diagnosis of patients at high oncological risk.
By and large, whereas cytological activities for patients at … 
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