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The COVID-19 pandemic arose from global transmission of the novel coronavirus SARS-CoV-2 which is thought to have originated in Wuhan, China at the end of 2019.1 This virus is characterised by rapid human-to-human transmission and leads to the development of an atypical pneumonia.2

The impact of COVID-19 on healthcare across the globe has been dramatic. Cytopathology services have seen a reduction in samples received during 2020, especially involving samples obtained from invasive procedures such as fine needle aspiration (FNA) and bronchial washings.3 In many jurisdictions, the risk of COVID-19 has led healthcare settings to prioritise patients at risk of malignancy for cytopathology investigations. This has led to an increased proportion of malignant cytology during COVID-19.3 Each procedure leading to a cytology specimen needs a careful risk–benefit analysis incorporating the potential risk of COVID-19 to both the patient and healthcare providers.4 There is still a need to maintain timely malignancy-related diagnoses, as a delay in diagnosis could lead to increased cancer-related mortality.4

University Hospital Galway (UHG) is a large university hospital, tertiary referral centre for several smaller hospitals in the North-West of Ireland and acts as a regional cancer centre. The cytopathology department in UHG reports on a wide range of cytology specimens for both inpatient and outpatient services. To investigate the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on cytopathology services in the West of Ireland we investigated trends in non-gynaecological (FNA and exfoliative) cytology caseloads at … 
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