





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via ACP  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Journal of Clinical Pathology]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	75th Anniversary
	For authors
	About
	Call for Papers

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	75th Anniversary
	For authors
	About
	Call for Papers



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via ACP  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 74, Issue 6 
	Circulating PTHrP measurement in the assessment of severe hypercalcaemia in an infant


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Grand rounds commentary


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Circulating PTHrP measurement in the assessment of severe hypercalcaemia in an infant
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Mark Kilbane1, 
	Rachel Crowley2,3, 
	Malachi McKenna1,3, 
	Ingrid Borovickova4, 
	http://orcid.org/0000-0001-7284-4673Patrick J Twomey1,3

	
1
Clinical Chemistry, St Vincent's University Hospital, Dublin, Ireland


	
2
Endocrinology, St Vincent's University Hospital, Dublin, Ireland


	
3
School of Medicine and Medical Science, University College Dublin, Dublin, Ireland


	
4
Department of Biochemistry, Children's Health Ireland at Temple Street, Dublin, Ireland



	Correspondence to
 Dr Patrick J Twomey, Clinical Chemistry, St. Vincent's University Hospital, Dublin 4, Ireland; pattwomey{at}doctors.net.uk





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/jclinpath-2021-207390

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	calcium metabolism disorders
	hypercalcaemia
	pathology
	surgical
	paediatrics
	neoplasms

Parathyroid hormone-related protein (PTHrP) can simulate most of the actions of parathyroid hormone (PTH) including increases in bone resorption and distal tubular calcium reabsorption and inhibition of proximal tubular phosphate transport.1 The low serum phosphate in parallel with low circulating PTH is consistent with PTHrP involvement in this case. Whether it can be causative for a serum calcium of 6.24 mmol/L however is a moot point. While the mechanism underlying the patient’s severe hypercalcaemia proposed by the authors is plausible, the evidence provided for PTHrP being at the root cause is not definitive. The significant differences in mRNA and PTHrP protein fragments reported between neoplastic and normal tissue does not inform on its functional status; it could be … 
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