










Acute hepatitis due to Herpes simplex virus in an adult
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FIG. 6. Dense, shrunken virus-infected cell. x 27,500; lead citrate.

from Herpes simplex virus in the nuclei of liver cells,
and the presence within the nuclei of the changes
associated with herpes virus infection. 3 The
isolation of Herpes simplex virus from the liver
biopsy. In primary Herpes simplex virus infection
viraemia occurs, and it might be argued that the liver
contained some blood and thus might contain virus;
but attempts at isolation of herpes virus from blood
taken at the same time as the liver biopsy were
unsuccessful, although the volume inoculated was
much greater than could have been present in the
biopsy. The tissue, therefore, presumably did contain
viable virus.

In infants dying of generalized visceral herpes
infection, necrotic foci are usually found in the
brain as well as in the abdominal viscera. Although
we have no direct evidence of herpetic encephalitis
in this patient (attempts to isolate virus from
cerebrospinal fluid were unsuccessful) her degree
of stupor on and shortly after admission seemed out
of proportion to the extent of the biochemical
derangement. Electroencephalographic examination
in convalescence showed some abnormality but did
not afford conclusive evidence of encephalitis. The
evidence of viral encephalitic infection is therefore
insufficient to establish that this probably occurred.
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FIG. 7. Herpes-type particles within the nucleus of an infected liver cell. x 90,700; lead citrate.
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