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Band 83: Immunhistologische Untersuchun-
gen bei der experimentellen allergischen
Encephalomyelitis des Kaninchens By
H.-G. Kochem. (Pp. 36; 27 figures. DM
18.00.) Stuttgart: Gustav Fischer Verlag.
1971.

This study was designed to assess the
relative importance of the cellular and
humoral factors in the genesis of experi-
mental encephalomyelitis. The results on
a series of 50 rabbits, making use of
fluorescein-labelled antibodies, indicate
that they are complementary. The earliest
changes were noted after five days, the
longest after 45 days. The severity in-
creased with time but the sites of predilec-
tion could not be determined. The
inflammatory response (which included
neutrophils only rarely) was around blood
vessels and in the subarachnoid space.

W. H. MCMENEMEY

Band 84: Virusinduzierte Myelosen der
Maus By R. S. Fritsch. (Pp. 128; 78
figures; 10 tables. DM 48.00.) Stuttgart:
Gustav Fischer Verlag. 1971.

This is an electronmicroscopical study on
circulating leucocytes in myelogenous
leukaemia induced in mice by the Graffi
virus. The number of cytoplasmic myeloid
granules in a unit area of cell can be
related to the stage of maturation, and
the investigations generally suggest a
useful application to the study of granule
anomalies of human granulocytes. There
is an extensive bibliography.

W. H. MCMENEMEY

Color Atlas and Textbook of Hematology
By William R. Platt. (Pp. xiii + 445;
illustrated. £13 50.) Philadelphia and
Toronto: J. B. Lippincott Company;
Oxford and Edinburgh: Blackwell
Scientific Publications. 1969.

This book contains much that is elemen-
tary and is intended for beginners in haem-
atology. It sets out, for example, all the
available methods of haemoglobin esti-
mation with the advantages and disad-
vantages of each technique, coming down
finally in favour of a haemoglobinometer

not often seen in this country. Similarly
most of the references to apparatus and
chemicals are to American firms. Cell
counting is described from the most
elementary to the sophisticated. The
technical section occupies 100 or so pages.
The main part of the book describes the
anaemias, haemoglobinopathies, and other
red cell abnormalities, followed by
chapters on coagulation and its disorders,
with a description ofa coagulation analyser
and a tabulated routine for examination
of patients with haemolytic diseases. The
section on leucocytes includes leucocytosis
and such abnormalities as leukemoid
reactions, infectious mononucleosis,
leukaemia, and myelofibrotic syndromes.
The final chapter is an odd mixture of
EM studies and chromosome analvsis.
The book, if intended for technologists,

is patchy in its clinical presentation being
too detailed in some areas and sketchy in
others. In spite of the author's preface,
the colour photographs are not good
because of the remarkable variation in
the background colours which vary from
light brown through green to a variety of
blues, giving the student a poor picture of
what he should produce. The author uses
Wright's stain and either this is not con-
trolled or the photographs were taken
without constant testing of film and light
source. A. G. SIGNY

Atlas of Spores of Selected Genera and
Species of Streptomycetaceae By W.
Kurylowicz, G. F. Gause, Alina
Pazkiewicz, Tatiana P. Preobrazhenskaya,
Irena Wojewodzka, Tatiana S. Maximova,
Wanda Woznicka, W. Brzosko, K.
Malinowski, and S. T. Williams. (Pp.
110: 137 figures. No price given.)
Warsaw: Polish Medical Publishers. 1970.

This book is an English edition of a
collection of electron micrographs, already
published in Russian, which illustrates
some of the spore types produced by the
actinomycetes. The 10 contributors work
mostly in the State Institute of Hygiene in
Warsaw or the Institute of New Anti-
biotics in Moscow, but the book does
include a collection of scanning electron
micrographs taken in the Hartley
Botanical Laboratory, University of
Liverpool. The very short introduction
and legends to the photographs have
suffered when translated into English and
the meaning is often obscure.
The authors justify the publication of

this collection of photographs by re-
minding readers that 95 0 of the anti-

biotics used in medicine are produced by
the actinomycetes. Spore morphology of
species belonging to the genus Strepto-
myees is now used as an important
character for their identification and they
hope to extend this use of spore mor-
phology to other genera. Coverage of the
genus Streptomyces is therefore quite
extensive and 79 photographs show the
hairy spores of nine species, spiny spores
of 16 species, warty spores of three
species, and the smooth spores of seven
species. A useful appendix lists the
observed spore morphology of 214
species.
The majority are spore silhouettes

photographed using the transmission
electron microscope; a few species have
also been studied using the carbon
replica technique. Four species have been
selected to illustrate the fine structure of
the spores and supporting hyphae. The
spores of eight other actinomycete genera
are shown in silhouette and by sections.

There is very little new information in
this book. Most of the photographs have
already been published in various journals-
and the definition in many of the plates
leaves a lot to be desired. The nomencla-
ture of species, genera, and families is in a
terrible muddle. It is well known that
there is a lack of agreement between
Russian and western classifications and
nomenclature: this book emphasizes the
discord and confusion. There are several
errors and misleading statements in the
legends accompanying the photographs
and in the tables which cannot be dis-
missed as translation difficulties. For
example, the sections of Actinobifida
chromogena strain 2900 show chains of
spores enclosed within a common sheath,
and this exposition is confirmed in the
legend. Earlier electron micrographs of
the aerial mycelium in silhouette and the
original description of this species specify
only single spores.
The volume is a unique collection of

spore photographs, but the idea of
gathering together this series unfortunately
coincided with a world-wide interest in
actinomycete spore structure and develop-
ment. Within the last three years. several
papers have described and illustrated the
detailed structure of spores belonging to
various genera, some of which are not
even considered in this book. This is a
danger faced by most authors or editors:
in this case it has resulted in the book
becoming largely out of date even before
being available to its readers.

T. CROSS
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