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numbers it is probably not significant. The study
reported has shown a marked reduction in false
positive reports in cases where sputum was cultured
quantitatively and the criterion for infection con-
sidered to be more than 25 colonies of a given
potential pathogen on the dilution plate.

We wish to thank Dr E. R. Pavillard, microbiologist,
Royal Perth Hospital, for his encouragement, and
helpful criticism of this paper.
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as there may be poor development of type-specific
antigen on the cephalexin medium (N. W. Preston,
personal communication).

Conclusions

A medium containing Oxoid charcoal agar (CM1 19)
with 10% horse blood, 1 % Difco proteose peptone
no. 3, and 40 ,ug/ml of cephalexin has proved satis-
factory for the isolation of Bord. pertussis. The
isolation rate was as good on this medium as on
the routine medium containing penicillin, but plates
were easier to read due to the reduction in numbers
of commensals. The cephalexin plates should be
incubated for seven days at 36°C before being
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reported as negative, since some strains of Bord.
parapertussis may show variation in colony size
with shorter periods of incubation.

We thank Mr R. W. Boyd of Glaxo Laboratories
for the supply of cephalexin; Dr Hans Lautrop,
Dr N. W. Preston, and Dr F. W. Sheffield for
freeze-dried strains of Bord. parapertussis, and Dr
E. C. Armstrong for the strain of Bord. pertussis.
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