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tion to clinical haematology and were
deservedly popular with undergraduates
and trainees in general medicine. The late
Professor de Gruchy’s approach to
clinical investigation was widely adopted
by ward staff, and sections of the book
have been reproduced in countless
student essays. The new editors have
understandably retained the original
formula while making what they describe
as selective alterations to include new
developments without destroying the
character of the book.

The text still contains a great deal of
valuable clinical advice, and the descrip-
tions of signs and symptoms are un-
rivalled. So much of the book’s original
content has been retained, however, that
the emphasis on older tests, such as the
tourniquet (Hess) test, gives a somewhat
dated approach to problem solving.
Advice on treatment is also sometimes
out of date (dental extraction in haemo-
philia without fibrinolytic blockade), is
poorly argued (tailing off warfarin), or is
inappropriately selective (advice on cyto-
toxic combinations in acute myeloid
leukaemia).

It is hoped that the editors will under-
take more extensive rewriting in future
editions to include a critical assessment of
modern diagnostic tests and an evaluation
of controlled clinical trials of therapy.
There is clearly a place for a compact
textbook of haematology with a clinical
bias, and the potential of the current text
is obvious. The present edition, despite
these limitations, is likely to prove
popular and to be widely used by ward
staff.

J. STUART

Handbook of Clinical Neurology, Volume
34, Infections of the Nervous System.
Part II. Edited by P. J. Vinken and G. W.
Bruyn in collaboration with H. L.
Klawans. (Pp. xv + 686; illustrated;
US $124.50, Dfl. 280-00.) Amsterdam:
North-Holland Publishing Company.
1978.

This is the second of three volumes
dealing with infections of the nervous
system, in a series of 36 volumes. This
volume is aimed primarily at neurologists
but gives much information of value to
neurosurgeons, ophthalmologists, paedia-
tricians and paediatric pathologists, neuro-
pathologists, and virologists.

There are 36 chapters and 48 authors
who represent nearly all continents,

although more than half are from North
America. The introductory chapters on
fundamental aspects of virology and
pathogenesis and immunological aspects
of viral infections are basic to the under-
standing of the following chapters. There-
after poliomyelitis, coxsackie and echo-
virus infections, Herpes simplex, vari-
cella-zoster, EB virus, cytomegalovirus,
the arenaviruses (ie, lymphocytic chorio-
meningitis and Lassa fever viruses),
rabies, rubella, slow virus infections,
subacute sclerosing panencephalitis, ric-
kettsial infection, tick-borne typhus, and
Rocky Mountain spotted fever are con-
sidered in detail. In view of the data that
have become available in the last three
decades, a chapter on the teratogenic
effects of viruses is necessarily incuded.
Other chapters consider those illnesses in
which a virological basis is suspected but
not yet proved, such as multiple sclerosis,
cat-scratch disease, Behget’s disease, etc.
The volume ends with a chapter on
Carrion’s disease, Oroya fever, and
neurobartonellosis.

Some chapters are so comprehensive
that they are more suitable for textbooks
of general medicine, but this is necessary
at times to introduce the reader to the
general nature of many viral infections,
before concentrating on the possible
neurological manifestations. The charac-
teristics and progerties of the viruses and
other infective agents are given in great
detail. Although this aspect of each
chapter is a necessary inclusion, it is
almost overdone at times in a book
in which the avowed aim is clinical neuro-
logy. Some readers will welcome this
feature, however. Modern investigative
methods are referred to in appropriate
sections, such as EEG, EMG, electro-
oculograms, and electro-retinograms;
those of a laboratory nature include
fluorescent-antibody, immunoperoxidase,
electrophoresis and radioimmunoassay
methods, ferritin techniques in electron
microscopy, tissue cultures, co-cultiva-
tion experiments, T and B cells, lympho-
cyte blast transformation tests, macro-
phage inhibition tests, cell-mediated im-
munity and cytotoxicity, humoral im-
munity, etc. Pathology is given wide
coverage and includes neuropathology as
well as neonatal, paediatric, adult, and
ophthalmic pathology when relevant.
Illustrations are numerous and of high
quality, and, in contrast to Volume 33,
there are numerous electron micrographs.
Without detracting from these remarks.
the reviewer considers that Figs 23-25 of

Book reviews

Chapter 25 should be improved as they
seem to be rather out of focus, and Fig.
13 of Chapter 13 should be replaced by
one at a higher magnification as the
reviewer could not satisfy himself that
inclusion bodies of rabies were being
illustrated as opposed to remnants of
Nissl substance in neurons which were
the seat of central chromatolysis. A
generous list of references accompanies
all chapters. Although antiviral agents for
use in treatment are scarcely in their
first gestation, it is encouraging to find
authentic comments being made about
those that are available in the sections on
treatment.

This book should be purchased by all
departments with an interest in viral
infections of the nervous system. The
cost, however, is likely to be well beyond
the reach of most people’s personal
pocket, but the quality of production is
very high indeed.

J. F. BOYD

Notice

Tumour Markers 1979: Clinical and
Biological Aspects

The 7th International Meeting of the
International Society for Oncodevelop-
mental Biology and Medicine will be held
at the University of Surrey, Guildford,
UK, 9-14 September 1979. Plenary
sessions devoted to biological implica-
tions of tumour products, aspects of
carcinogenesis, and animal models to-
gether with new markers are planned. In
addition, clinical aspects with particular
respect to lung, breast, and gastroinestinal
tract will be discussed. Free papers are
invited. Further details from: A. M.
Neville, Ludwig Institute for Cancer
Research (London Branch), The Haddow
Laboratories, Sutton, Surrey, SM2 SPX.
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