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The April issue of Clinics in Obstetrics and
Gynaecology is devoted entirely to
gynaecological pathology. Professor Fox
divides the subject matter into Advances,
for example in immunocytochemistry and
morphometry; Perspectives or critical
review articles on current topics such as
vulval dystrophies, papillomavirus infec-
tion and dysfunctional uterine bleeding;
and Problems which still await solutions.

In the last category the chapter on mic-
roinvasive carcinoma includes several con-
tentious remarks about the measurement
of these tumours and makes very interest-
ing reading. Many of the chapters provide
information on prognostic features and
treatment of gynaecological conditions
which would be helpful in constructing a
histological report.
The result is a book similar to the excel-

lent Recent Advances in Histopathology
series but with the advantage of being
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blood from persons at risk should not be
used. This requires some thought when
blood is collected in factories where there
is considerable pressure to donate. The
diagnosis of frank AIDS with opportunistic
infections and of the syndromes (which
are occasionally prodromal) of lym-
phadenopathy and pyrexia of unknown
origin is mainly clinical. The absolute lym-
phochyte and/or polymorph count is usu-
ally depressed. The T helper T suppressor
ratio is usually inverted but its value is
limited as this alteration occurs in 30% of
US homosexuals and haemophiliacs, and
the ratio is not helpful in the managment of
the worried healthy individual. The ques-
tion whether mild immunodeficiency is an
important predisposing factor in clinically
important HTLV III infection is still open.
Overall this book is a good guide to the
practising clinician and to the research
worker.

GL ASHERSON

The Direct Detection of Microorganisms in
Clinical Samples. Ed JD Coonrod, LJ
Kunz, and MJ Ferraro. (Pp 374; $53-00.)
Academic Press. 1983.
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