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Practical Medical Microbiology. 13th ed. Ed
JG Collee, JP Duguid, AG Fraser, BP Mar-
mion (Pp 918; £29.50.) Churchill Living-
stone. 1989. ISBN 0443-02323-8.

Volume I of the 13th edition of Mackie and
McCartney's Medical Microbiology
appeared in 1978. Here at last is volume 2,
but issued as a stand alone manual of
laboratory practice, with a new title to reflect
this status.
The first 15 chapters cover the basics of

diagnostic microbiology. Much of the
material is difficult to find in a collated form
elsewhere. Thus the chapters on microscopy,
staining, media preparation and safety are
essential reading for all aspiring
microbiologists. The use of kits is scantily
dealt with, and a discriminating paragraph
would have been helpful. The next 23 chap-
ters describe identification methods for
various groups of bacteria. The style of
confining detailed methodology to the end of
each chapter makes for easy reading or

reference. The virology section is geared to
the non-specialist laboratory and not inten-
ded to be exhaustive.

Overall, the book is a success. More could
have been said on quality control and on

systemic fungal infections. There are minor
discrepancies in areas of overlap between
chapters, but these reflect an inexact science.
The book is reasonably priced, and should

not be relegated to the departmental library.
A personal copy is highly recommended.

GL RIDGWAY

Endocrine-Dependent Breast Cancer: Critical
Assessment of Recent Advances. Ed RJ San-
ten, E Juhos. (Pp 105; $22.) Hans Huber
Publishers. 1989. ISBN 0-920887-37-6.

This book consists of a series of short papers
presented to a symposium supported by
Ciba-Geigy at the 14th International Cancer
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Man-made Mineral Fibres and Radon. IARC
Monographs on the Evaluations of Carcin-
ogenic Risks to Humans. Vol. 43. (Pp 300;
Sw fr 65.) World Health Organisation. 1988.
ISBN 92-832-1243-6.
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how to Heinemann Medical Books. 1989. ISBN 0-
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