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Eponyms in pathology . . .

BRUCE, Sir David (1855-1931) was a Brit-
ish microbiologist who was born in Melbourne,
Australia. He returned to Scotland in 1860 and
studied medicine at Edinburgh, qualifying in
1881. He entered the Royal Army Medical
Corps (RAMC) in 1833 and was posted to
Malta, where in 1887 he discovered the cause of
Malta (or undulant) fever; the causative organ-
ism is now known as Brucella melitensis, the
disease brucellosis. He held the post ofassistant
professor of pathology at the army medical
school (AMS) in Netley, after which he was
sent to South Africa in 1894 to investigate the
cause of nagana, a native disease of horses and
cattle. He identified the organism now called
Trypanosoma brucei. Research in Uganda in
1903 led him to discover the tsetse fly as the
vector of sleeping sickness in man. In 1899 he
was elected an FRS and in 1908 he was
knighted. In 1919 he retired from the army,
having risen to the rank of major-general. He
was heartbroken at the death of his wife, to
whom he was devoted, and died during her
funeral.

NOCARD, Edward Isidore-Etienne
(1850-1903) was a French veterinarian who
was born in Provins near Paris. He studied
veterinary m,dicine at Alfort and later became
professor of pathology and director of the
veterinary school there. In 1888 he described
the actinomycete organisms which caused
bovine farcy. The germ is now called Nocardia,
and the disease Nocardiasis.

SERTOLI, Enrico (1842-1910) was born in
Sondrio, Italy. He was professor ofexperimen-
tal physiology in Milan when he described the
cells of the testicular epithelium in 1865.
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