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ARTICLES Papers should usually be no more than 2000
words long and should report original research of
relevance to the understanding and practice of clinical
pathology. They should be written in the standard
format with a structured abstract. The abstract should
contain the headings Aims, Methods, Results and
Conclusions and be no more than 300 words long. The
body of the paper should have separate sections for the
introduction, the methods and the results, and the
discussion. If statistics are used the methods and
confidence intervals should be stated. Authors are urged
to seek expert advice if in doubt. Occasional Articles
have a less rigid format, being 1500-2000 words in
length. They are usually invited by the editors, though
unsolicited submissions will be considered. Single case
reports and brief papers (such as those describing
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Short Reports. The format for these is an unstructured
150 word summary, up to 1500 words of text, up to two
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references. Letters to the Editor should normally refer
to previously published papers or make some point
about the practice of pathology. They are not intended
to be a vehicle for the presentation of new data unrelated
to earlier Journal articles.
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Book reviews

books on flow cytometry which have come on
the market in the last few years, there are
several I would purchase before this book.
However if you are embarking on a PhD in
this area then this book would be very valuable.
P QUIRKE
Manual of Quantitative Pathology in
Cancer Diagnosis and Prognosis. JPA
Baak (Pp 616; 192 figures; DM 350.) Springer
Verlag. 1991. ISBN 3-540-51275-6.
The first book A Manual of Morphometry in
Diagnostic Pathology, published in 1983 was
found to be very useful by people involved in
quantitative pathology. It was a small book,
frequently borrowed, but less frequently
returned.
This book has the same format and the
early part of both books is very similar. The
remainder of the book, however, is full of new
material, providing the reader with a wealth
of information. There is a complete section on
techniques and equipment which will be
helpful to those lacking such knowledge.
Topics described include stereology,
cytometry, image cytometry, flow cytometry
and laser scanning microscopy. The section
on image processing, although welcome, may
appear too involved for those lacking specific
knowledge.
The section on applications is much more
comprehensive than before and is likely to be
of value, irrespective of the specific interest of
the reader. These items are written by experts
in the respective fields. There are additional
chapters to the first edition on the use of
expert systems, neural nets, teaching, and
more.

Ocasionally there is a sense of deja vu when
reading a chapter which, although it has been
expanded and is still relevant, reads like the
first version and shares many of the figures.
There are, inevitably, occasions when
readers may question some of the statements.
This serves to make the book more stimulating. In addition, it is very comprehensive,
highly informative, and will become as widely
read as its predecessor.
C SOWTER

Multipoint Methods in the Clinical
Laboratory. A Handbook. M Faiers, R
George, J Jolly, P Wheat. (Pp 95; Paperback
,£6.95.) PHLS Publications. 1991. ISBN 0
901144 28 2.
Mechanisation or even automation of
repetitive processes in the microbiology
laboratory has much to commend it. Not least
in these troubled times is the potential for
reducing the unit costs of routine tests. This
slim volume is an introduction to the application of multipoint technology in the diagnostic laboratory. Chapters include identification
of Gram positive and Gram negative bacteria,
urine testing, application of computers and
antimicrobial sensitivity testing. The latter
chapter occupies almost halfthe book, reflecting the wider experience with this particular
topic. At first sight, the book appears to be a
manual to allow others to proceed. Disappointingly, further reading shows that this is
not the case. The book provides no more than
an introduction to the subject, highlighting
many of the pitfalls. The impression is given
that there is far to go before potential
gremlins are removed and reliable and consis-

tent results can be expected. Indeed, I gained
the impression that this is best left to com-

mercial enterprise.

The book is not well written, repetition and
inconsistencies-for example, M morgani and
P morgani-are irritating. The BSMT clearly
has an identity crisis-is the Society
"microbial" or "multipoint"?
The book is modestly priced and therefore
worth a read if only to provide food for
thought. There is no question that multipoint
technology has an important role in reference
and research work, but I was unconvinced
that it is ready for widespread use in the
diagnostic laboratory.
GL RIDGWAY

Foodborne Illness-A Lancet Review. Ed
Advisers WM Waites, JP Arbuthnott. (Pp
146; £9.95.) Hodder & Stoughton. 1991.
ISBN 0-340-55570-X.
The high level of public concern about food
safety reflects its importance as a public
health issue and is shown by constant media
interest, acceptance by the government of the
report of its Committee on Microbiological
Safety of Food (Richmond Committee), and
the passing of the Food Safety Act (1990).
This timely Lancet review, one of a series of
reviews on current themes, sets out to explain
the causes and extent of foodbome illnesses
and what can be done about them. The 22
contributors are international experts from
the United Kingdom and North America who
have written concise reviews of 17 topics
which were published in the Lancet in 1990
and are collected together in this slim and
attractive book. The foreword by the editor of
the Lancet, Robin Fox, sets the scene and is
followed by an overview of foodborne illness,
descriptions of its epidemiology here and in
North America, a review of sources of infection and accounts of food legislation. Next are
reviews of illnesses caused by specific bacterial pathogens such as salmonellae and
staphylococci, then viruses, and protozoa.
The last two reviews are of natural foodborne
toxicants and bovine spongiform encephalopathy. Each review is tollowed by a list
of references. This book is a tnine of information: it should be read by all microbiologists
and others with an interest in foodborne
diseases and represents excellent value at the
price.
RN PEEL

NOTICES
Preliminary announcement:
25th Congress of the
International Society of Hematology
Cancun, Mexico
April 17-22 1994
For further details contact
The Secretariat, Blvd Diaz Ordaz 808,
72530, Puebla, Mexico
Tel: 005222-438100
Fax: 005222-438428

Health professions in 1992:
The European Challenge
Date:
Tuesday 28 April 1992
Venue:
Guildhall, London EC2P 2EJ
Fee:
£75.00
(reduced fee available to members of the
Royal Society of Health)
All enquiries to:
Conference Department,
The Royal Society of Health,
38A St George's Drive,
London SWlV 4BH.
Tel: 071-630 0121 Fax: 071-976 6847

Continuing Medical Education and
Training in Europe: The Future
October 1 and 2 1992
Royal College of Physicians, London
Further information can be obtained from
Dr MWN Nicholls or Mrs JM Coops,
The Conference Office, c/o The Fellowship of Postgraduate Medicine, 6 St
Andrew's Place, London NW1 4LB. Tel.
(44) 071-935 5556. Fax (44) 071-224 3219.

Association of Clinical Pathologists
Junior Membership

Junior membership of the Association is
available to medical practitioners who
have been engaged in the practice of
pathology for a period of less than four
years. Junior members are able to remain
in this category for a maximum ofsix years
or on the attainment of consultant status.
The annual subscription is £34 for those
resident in the United Kingdom and £65
for those overseas. The annual subscription may be claimed against tax.
Junior members receive the Journal of
Clinical Pathology each month. Other
benefits are reduced registration fees to
attend ACP scientific meetings, all the
documents regularly sent to full members
of the Association including ACP News,
which has a regular column for juniors,
and the twice yearly summary of pathology courses included in the ACP
programme of postgraduate education.
Junior members have their own representative body, the Junior Members' Group,
which has a direct input to Council.
For Junior Membership apply to: The
Honorary Secretary, Association of Clinical Pathologists, 221 Preston Road,
Brighton BN1 6SA. (0273) 561188.

