
Book reviews

Book reviews

All titles reviewed here are available from
the BMJ Bookshop, PO Box 295, London
WC1H 9TE. Prices include postage in the
United Kingdom and for members of the
British Forces Overseas, but overseas cus-
tomers should add£2 per item for postage
and packing. Payment can be made by
cheque in sterling drawn on a United
Kingdom bank, or by credit card
(Mastercard, VISA or American Express)
stating card number, expiry date, and your
full name.

A Handbook of Mortuary Practice and
Safety for Anatomical Pathology Techni-
cians. (Pp 90; £4.20 plus postage & pack-
ing).The Royal Institute of Public Health
and Hygiene. 1992. ISBN 0-9514655-1-1.

This is a good little book and priced so that
you should buy one for each of your anatom-
ical pathology technicians. If anything lets it
down, it is the section on chemical hazards
which is not so practically orientated as the
rest of the book. Furthermore, it lapses badly
into COSHHese: for example, the reader is
expected to know whatTWA stands for (it is
not explained). In a random survey carried
out in our hospital five our of five histopa-
thologists and nine out of 10 MLSOs
thought it stood for Trans World Airlines and
had never heard of Time Weighted Aver-
ages.

AC HUNT

Medical Microbiology. 14th ed. Ed D
Greenwood, R Slack, J Peutherer. (Pp 850;
Illustrations 278; £24.95). Churchill Living-
stone. 1992. ISBN 0-443-04256-X.

This is yet another text book emanating from
the Nottingham stable of medical micro-
biology. What began as "Mackie and
McCartney", originally published in 1925,
progressed to a two-part 12th edition in the
1970s where Part 1 was devoted to the
concept of medical microbiology and its
complex association with disease. Part II
concentrated on the laboratory aspects of
medical microbiology. This volume repre-
sents the latest part I production, with 50
different contributors (48 from the United
Kingdom and two from the United States),
and 68 different chapters. The chapters are
divided into six sections: microbial biology;
infection and immunity; bacterial pathogens
and associated diseases; viral pathogens and
associated diseases; fungal pathogens and
parasitic infections (both protozoa and hel-
minths) and finally diagnosis, treatment, and
control of infection. The book is well written
and the text and illustrations easy on the eye.
The editors are to be congratulated on
getting 50 different authors, and their asso-
ciated different pecadillos, to the market
place. It has must to commend it to both
medical students and trainee medical micro-
biologists alike. However, its price may deter
many students from purchasing it, but as the
old adage says, "You get what you pay for".
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Bladder Biopsy Interpretati
Interpretation Series.
Nochomovitz. (Pp 239; $99
Press. 1992. ISBN 0-88167-871

This is a companion volume
Epstein's excellent Prostc

DXiCOlogy of Interpretation of the same series and com-
bamates. B pares favourably. The layout of material
641; £170). covered is conventional: proliferative and
992. metaplastic conditions, inflammations, and

tumours, benign and malignant, epithelial
terases, and and non-epithelial but is none the worse for
their antago- that. There is also a short introductory
on underpin chapter written in conjunction with a urolo-
cology, phar- gist which addresses the indications and
idustry, and methods of bladder biopsy, technical meth-
g involvedin ods used, and the wording of reports. I
sands (South agree that pathologists should be fully con-
year. There versant with clinical practice, but much of
he scientific this chapter is rather simplistic and pedantic
this weighty (a further plea for more information on

request forms) and is out of place in a spe-
n, the basic cialised text.
rms of tox- Text and illustrations are, on the whole,
in the field, excellent and there is a full and up-to-date
iical features bibliography. My only criticism is of a cer-
mprises sev- tain lack of balance which appears to reflect
er weight to the author's interests-or those of his
atment, bio- pupils.

diagnostic Schistosomiasis is an important cause of
ational expo- urological problems worldwide but I doubt
mation about whether it generates many problems of
n, and envi- bladder biopsy interpretation and I am
icology. Suit- quite sure that this is NOT the text in
)st all the OP which to describe the life cycle of this
v in use in organism; this description must also have

bored the author and/or proof reader as one
trolled avery sentence is repeated on successive pages (44

veproduce a and 45). Similarly, a detailed discussion of
very useful the biochemistry of ABO blood groups in
Ie laboratory relation to prognosis of bladder cancer is
Is and in the misplaced, especially as the technique has
y of materlal never really established itself in clinical
It should be practice.
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AD DAYALL and cystitis glandularis is discussed as is the
problematical concept of papilloma. Other
statements are more contentious. I am not
convinced that all longstanding metaplastic

f N-nitroso conditions are the forerunner of the corre-
Monographs sponding carcinoma and I had also not
Lijinsky. (PP come across the term "mixed transitional
ersity Press. cell carcinoma" for those tumours with

conspicuous glandular or squamous differ-
entiation-no reference is given for this

r Lijinsky has term.
)me covering Initially, I had been dismayed to see the
iistry, includ- length of the list of acknowledgments for
he N-nitroso material used in this book, expecting the
terest in either author of a book of this nature to have seen
vould benefit and reported most of the conditions dis-
)wever, I have cussed. However, this concern was soon
al pathologist dispelled on reading the volume and with
ling to matter the few caveats mentioned above I am
k would find happy to recommend it and to have it on
)ractice in this my book shelf for reference and day-to-day
!s concerned use. With its ample illustrations and numer-
enesis should ous references it is probably the most useful
l synopsis on text on bladder pathology currently avail-
I detection of able for day-to-day diagnostic work.
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Greenfield's Neuropathology. 5th edn.
Ed J Hume Adams, LW Duchen. (Pp 1557;
,£45.) Edward Arnold. 1992. ISBN 0-340-
54629-8

This useful fifth edition will be widely read.
The index is exhaustive and the references,
if not up to 1992, are ample. There are now
27 expert contributors-two of them the
editors-including one of the best,
Oppenheimer, who died recently. The
book, apart from anything else, reflects the
development of neuropathology. The only
principal subject that is missing is tumours.
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afford to-good as it is.

Quantitative Cyto- and Histo
in Breast Cancer. PJ Van I
Baak. (Pp 212; $131.50.) Elsei
ISBN 0-444-89374-1

This book is an updated version
van Diests' PhD thesis Quantit
and Histoprognosis in breast ca
describes the use of morphom
ology, flow cytometry, digital i
cessing, syntactic analysis an(
intelligence.
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with numerous tables of data a]
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Pathological Basis of the Connective
Tissue Diseases. DL Gardner. (Pp 1050;
£145.) Edward Arnold. 1992. ISBN 0-713-
14548-X

of the first This well produced book is a sequel to
s a sine qua Professor Gardner's original, smaller, very
rolumes on useful book. After using it for about a

, in the late month it is clear that Professor Gardner and
xeared only his associate are to be congratulated on pro-
-very good ducing the new Bible of connective tissue
iany books disease (excluding neoplasms). It is useful
opics and a at consultant level for references which are

solely to up-to-date and extensive and for junior staff
dropathology working for their membership exams. I also
to first for think it will be valuable to those needing a

)thers con- pathological basis for MRCP.
ord, nerves In the first part are the principles of the
i a particu- biology of cells, tissues, and organs con-

up to date cerned with connective tissue diseases. The
in greater second part concerns the mechanism of

books, not connective tissue disease, and the third part,
. I wonder which is probably the most useful to practis-
ke of neu- ing pathologists, refers to the pathology of
g in the so- biopsies and specimens. It is nearly unfault-
)anatomy. able. Although the pictures are all black and
onsiderable white, for most pathologists this will not be
be available a draw-back. X-rays, tables, histopathology,
nental and microscopy and macroscopy pictures are
ink that all excellent. The text is written by those who
ing general understand clearly the problems presented
t-in many daily in reporting. I would compare this
be able to book to the similar excellent book on soft

tissue tumours by Enzinger and Weiss. I
I JANOTA find I use Gardner's book in parallel with

this latter book. I have only two negative
comments: cartilaginous according to three
dictionaries is spelt cartilaginous (ie, not
containing an e) and the book is no light-
weight to carry.

There are few books these days which are
)prognosis as useful as often as this one, and I would
Diest, JPA strongly recomend it.
vier. 1992. CM STARKIE
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tative Cyto-
ncer which
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image pro-
d artificial Problem Solving in Immuno-

haematology. 4th edn. Ed IA Shulman.
f but com- (Pp 191; $34.00.) Raven Press. 1992. ISBN
ently avail- 0-89189-321-0
ast cancer.
iese factors This excellent short book, now in its fourth
morphome- edition, presents a wide range of immuno-
Le measure- haematological problems in an entertaining
techniques self-assessment format. It has nine chapters
)teins. This covering the processing of donor blood,
concept of compatibility testing, antibody identifica-
nultivariate tion, blood component inventories, investi-
he basis of gation of transfusion reactions, selection of

blood for neonatal transfusion, Rh immune
includes a globulin, antenatal testing and diagnosis of
techniques haemolytic disease of the newborn, and
mainder of plasma transfusions. I would have liked the
pplications. problems associated with autoantibodies
1illustrated and autoimmune haemolytic anaemia to
nd survival have been considered in greater detail in a
means that tenth chapter. However, each section pro-
text and in vides a surprising amount of information; a
:he book is sort introduction is followed by a series of

exercises aimed at covering the most recent
xr a depart- advances and important problems in that
ne having a area. After attempting an exercise, the read-
)n of breast er can turn to the author's detailed answer
vill provide and discussion. The book is intended to
purchasing give clinical and laboratory haematologists a

better understanding of the kinds of prob-
I for scien- lems encountered in transfusion medicine
luantitative and how they may be solved. It succeeds
it is a com- admirably at a very reasonable price and is
eferenced. fun to use; I strongly recommend it.
C SOWTER RJ SOKOL

Notices
Diagnostic Medical Mycology

A one week lecture and practical course
on the laboratory diagnosis of fungal
infections is to be held in Leeds, com-

mencing 19 April 1993. This established
course is intended for MLSOs and medi-
cal graduates working in diagnostic labo-
ratories and is organised by the British
Society for Mycopathology.
Course fee (excluding accommoda-

tion) £275 + VAT.
Further details may be obtained from

Dr E G V Evans, PHLS Mycology Refer-
ence Laboratory, Department of Micro-
biology, University of Leeds, Leeds LS2
9JT.

Nottingham National Breast
Screening Training Centre

Fine needle aspiration cytology of
the breast

University Hospital, Nottingham, 29
and 30 March 1993

This is a course in diagnostic cytology
suitable for consultants, senior registrars,
and registrars in pathology and MLSOs.
The programme is designed as (i) a

comprehensive course for those new to
breast cytopathology; and (ii) an update
course dealing with new advances and
problems in cytology.

This latter section is part of the com-
prehensive course, but is also available as
a one day option for those with experi-
ence in breast cytology who require an
update style course.
Course fees on application. Residential

or non-residential options available.
For registration forms and further in-

formation, please contact: Mrs B Price,
Training Co-ordinator, Nottingham Na-
tional Breast Screening Training Centre,
City Hospital, Hucknall Road, Notting-
ham NG5 1PB. Telephone (0602)
691689. Fax (0602) 627707.

Association of Clinical Pathologists
Junior Membership

Junior membership of the Association is
available to medical practitioners who
have been engaged in the practice of
pathology for a period of less than four
years. Junior members are able to remain
in this category for a maximum of six years
or on the attainment of consultant status.
The annual subscription is £34 for those
resident in the United Kingdom and £65
for those overseas. The annual subscrip-
tion may be claimed against tax.

Junior members receive the Journal of
Clinical Pathology each month. Other
benefits are reduced registration fees to
attend ACP scientific meetings, all the
documents regularly sent to full members
of the Association including ACP News,
which has a regular column for juniors,
and the twice yearly summary of path-
ology courses included in the ACP
programme of postgraduate education.
Junior members have their own represen-
tative body, the Junior Members' Group,
which has a direct input to Council.

For Junior Membership apply to: The
Honorary Secretary, Association of Clin-
ical Pathologists, 221 Preston . Road,
Brighton BN1 6SA. (0273) 561188.
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