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(The price and availability are occasionally
subject to revision by the Publishers).

Histology Picture Tests. Alan Stevens,
James Lowe. (Pp 144; 215 illustrations;
$1995.) Raven Press. 1992. ISBN 1-56375532-7.
This slim paperback is intended to be a
companion to the recently published textbook of histology by the same authors. The
book is organised as a series of photographs
or diagrams with questions beneath relating
to labels mounted on the pictures. Answers
are given at the back with page references to
Histology, from which many of the illustrations have been drawn. This is a useful
approach which has much to recommend it,
although using different illustrations of the
same structures would provide more of a
test.

While the book is in general well produced, some of the photographs are not as
good as they could be. If the stains are
haematoxylin and eosin, why are the nuclei
pink in many of the illustrations? This deficiency is likely to cause confusion and
should be improved for the next edition.
There are one or two problems with
labels the black lines used do not show up
well on the otherwise excellent electron
micrographs. Both the 2 and 3 dimensional
diagrams are good.
Although priced at $19-95 in the USA
and Canada, in the United Kingdom this
book costs £12-95. This seems a bit expensive for a small book that will probably be
used once by most students-perhaps it is
more suited to libraries. But, it should be
useful to anyone who has the Gower
histology text and wishes to test their
histological skills.
IA CREE

Antibiotics and Chemotherapy. 6th edn.
HP Lambert, FW O'Grady. (Pp 561; £60.)
Churchill Livingstone. 199 1. ISBN 0-44303203-3.
This book has been eagerly awaited since
publication of the last edition in 1981. Its
previous logical division into two sections
has been maintained. The first part is a
detailed consideration of the major classes
of chemotherapeutic agents; the second
gives an account of antimicrobial aspects of
the management of infection. Here the similarity to previous editions ends.

Tumors and Tumorlike Lesions of Soft
Tissue. Ed V Ninfo, EB Chung, AO
Cavazzana. Contemporary Issues in
Surgical Pathology-17.) (Pp 295; £60.)
Churchill Livingstone.
1991. ISBN
0-443-08672-9.
It

with some excitement that I started
read this multiauthor book and although
my enthusiasm waned part of the way
through, some of the later chapters revived
it. This book tries to cover all aspects of soft
tissue tumours and tumourlike lesions and
covers the diagnostic features as well as the
immunohistochemistry, cytogenetics and
electron microscopy. Each chapter discusses
the soft tissue conditions normally allocated
to a specific tissue type such as tumours of
adipose tissue, tumours of muscle tissue,
tumours of synovial tissue, etc. Interestingly, although there is a chapter on
mesothelioma, and there is a discussion of
PNET of bone, there is no chapter on bone
and cartilage tumours of soft tissues.
Despite its attempt to be a comprehensive gazette of soft tissue tumours, it has left
out some of the newer tumours and
tumourlike lesions and discusses other
important conditions rather too briefly.
Conversely, it has devoted a short, complete
chapter to clear cell sarcoma. The chapters
vary in the depth of discussion and also in
the number of references. Some chapters
have been well referenced and the authors
have carefully chosen their list. However,
other chapters contain numerous references
and this makes it difficult to separate the
really important ones from those that are
not much better than a case report. The layout and size of the illustrations is sometimes
a little idiosyncratic and the quality of the
photomicrographs varies from excellent to
to

was

being dull and poorly illuminated. I think
the authors missed an ideal opportunity to
be more selective and cover those more
controversial areas and newer entities which
more standard texts on soft tissue tumours
cover poorly. In particular, the controversy
over the diagnosis of pleomorphic malignant fibrous histiocytoma was discussed too
briefly and indeed the variants of malignant
fibrous histiocytoma could have been dealt
with more fully.
However, this book does have its gems
within some of the chapters. The text and
illustrations in the chapter on tumour and
tumourlike lesions of blood vessels are very
good and the chapter on tumours and
tumourlike conditions of the peripheral
nerve is excellent. Overall, my impression is
that although the book has some recommendations it falls between the major texts
on diagnostic aspects of soft tissue tumours
and other texts on the pathobiology and
recent advances of such sarcomas.
J MALCOLM

Diagnostic Immunology. DF Keren, JS
Warren. (Pp 402; £69.) Williams &
Wilkins. 1992. ISBN 0 683 04596 2.
This new volume on diagnostic immunology by two experienced authors attempts
to fill the gap between texts on basic and
clinical immunology on the one hand and
laboratory manuals on the other; it is aimed
at laboratory staff, clinicians and students. I
agree with the authors that there is a need
for texts at this level, but it is a difficult
niche to fill: they have succeeded admirably. The book is in three parts: an exposition of the basic principles of immunology,
building up concepts from simple beginnings and with a nice historical flavour; an
outline of the main immunopathological
processes, both in general and in relation to
specific disorders; and an outline of how the
first is applied to the pursuit of the second
in laboratory diagnosis.
The basic immunology is gently introduced, with a good sense of the wider picture always kept in view. It carefully
eschews the temptation to go off into
realms of detail and/or theory. A broad canvas is built up without the usually evident
seams and the key elements are woven into
a straightforward fabric of the immune
response and an elegant description of the
inflammatory process. Inevitably some of
the latest views on antigen processing and
presentation and on the T cell receptor
complex are excluded, but this does not
detract. The immunopathology is kept simple and is even minimalist in places; while
some of the detail one hopes to find on
one's favourite topics is missing, the key
features are all there, with nice insights.
Again the temptation to be discursive is
avoided and the net result is a clear perspective. The diagnostic approach is well
introduced with a good section on what the
laboratory can and cannot do and how best
to use it. It is followed by another nicely
judged sketch of the laboratory diagnostic
repertoire, with plenty of practical hints.
While one may carp at minor infelicities
in areas one knows well, the overall result is
always relevant and accurate at a certain
level. As an introduction I suspect it will be
of most use to staff in clinical laboratories,
who would do well to read it at an early
stage and have their own copy for reference.
Clinical students may find it a useful

J Clin Pathol: first published as 10.1136/jcp.46.5.486-d on 1 May 1993. Downloaded from http://jcp.bmj.com/ on January 26, 2022 by guest. Protected by copyright.

If you wish to order, or require further
information regarding, the titles reviewed
here, please write to or telephone the BMJ
Bookshop, PO Box 295, London WC1H
9JR. Tel: 071 383 6244. Fax: 071 383
6662. Books are supplied post free in the
UK and for British Forces Posted Overseas
addresses. Overseas customers should add
15% for postage and packing. Payment can
be made by cheque in sterling drawn on a
UK bank or by credit card (Mastercard,
VISA, or American Express) stating card
number, expiry date, and your full name.

The major part of the book has been
written by Professors Lambert and
O'Grady. Their vast experience is complemented, however, by contributions from a
variety of specialists, in microbiology, communicable disease control, mycology, infectious disease, intensive care, renal medicine
and ophthalmology. Contributors have been
drawn predominantly from the UK but
include two from the USA and one from
Australia.
In the first part, the main characteristics
of each chemically distinct group of antimicrobial agents are separately addressed and
sections are arranged in alphabetical order.
Selected references are included. Following
the section on each compound, there is an
informative and up to date summary of
preparations and dosages.
In the second part useful new chapters
include those on antimicrobial treatment in
the immunocompromised host and chemoprophylaxis. There are also expanded sections on antibiotics and renal failure, and on
antibiotic management of infections of the
eye. Key references from the past 122 years
are included here. Inevitably, as with all
publications of this type, the time involved
in manuscript preparation results in a lack
of inclusion of the most recent papers.
The layout of the book is impressively
clear. The text is easily readable. It contains
a vast amount of information which will
appeal to microbiologists, clinicians, and
pharmacists alike. At £60 it is a good
investment and was certainly worth waiting
for.
HELEN HOLZEL
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AIDS and Other Manifestations of HIV
Infection. 2nd edn. Ed GP Wormser. (Pp
739; $162.50) Raven Press. 1992. ISBN 088167-881-3.
This is a multiauthor North American text
which covers many aspects of the epidemiology, virology, immunology, clinical manifestations and pathology of HIV infection.
There are also shorter sections on prevention of HIV infection in the workplace and
a longer section on treatment of established
HIV infection and the prospects for developing an HIV vaccine.
The book is current in that it has been
published in 1992, but contains many references to papers published in 1990 and
1991. Much of the information reflects the
HIV epidemic and its manifestations in
North America. There is little information
relating to epidemiology in Europe or in
Africa.
The core of the book, and its most valuable feature, is a systematic analysis of the
clinical manifestations consequent on HIV
infection. The sections on pathology are
short and necessarily sketchy; the
histopathologist seeking information about
HIV infection would be better served seeking a more detailed account. In contrast,
there is an extensive section on the nervous
system pathology in HIV infection which
any general pathologist might find a useful
introduction to the range of pathologies that
might be found in an HIV infected post
mortem examination. The value of this
book is that it presents large amounts of
clinical information in a single source with a
reasonable amount of information about
laboratory diagnosis. But I found two
aspects of the book disappointing. The
pathogenesis of immune deficiency following HIV infection is not well covered; the
controversial issues are not laid out or discussed. There seems little in this volume on
the events which may follow from HIV
infection and which lead to the development of clinical syndromes. A second
source of disappointment was the lack of a
focused section on prognosis. The assessment of prognosis in an HIV infected
patient can be of great importance because
it can influence the choice to treat or not to
treat and also the choice of treatment protocol. Indeed, when I sought prognosis in the
index I was unable to find it. As this is the
second edition of this volume, I hope that
the editor would address these deficiencies
in the next edition. I believe the appeal of
this volume would then be greatly expanded
because at present it is largely limited to
practising clinicians dealing with HIVinfected patients.
AW BOYLSTON

Oxford Textbook of Pathology. Vols 1
and 2 (Paperback edition). Ed JO'D
McGee, PG Isaacson, NA Wright. Vols 1,
2a & 2B. (Pp 2344 + indexes.) Vol 1-45;
Vol 2a and 2b (to be sold together) £75.
Oxford University Press. 1992. ISBN Vol 1
019-261972-1. Vol 2 019-26194-8.
This new arrival from OUP is in three volumes, some 2 000 pages. In some ways this
is a physical necessity as each volume
weighs about 2 kg. Volume I contains general pathology and volume II systemic
pathology. The division is useful as volume
I will be reprinted more frequently than the
others, with the rapid progress of general
pathology. The second volume covers systemic pathology, each section beginning
with a description of the normal system, followed by a comprehensive but not encyclopaedic account.
The rationale of this book is given in the
preface-the rapid progress in biopsy
methods and cell and molecular biology
over the past 20 years have changed pathology. The impact on biopsy interpretation is
wide and what the student needs to know
has changed. The book is aimed at pathologists, established and in training, and at
interested clinicians.
The authorship of this book is drawn
widely from many active pathologists, mostly from the United Kingdom. The book is,
in general, well illustrated in black and
white, colour, and with well thought out figures and diagrams. Volume I draws comparison with Alberts et al's Molecular biology
of the cell.
Omissions can be found. For example,
no mechanism is described for melanosis
coli, although this has now been explained
in terms of drug induced apoptosis. There
is no mention of the use of microwaves in
tissue preparation and staining. The discussion of cell adhesion molecules is short and
there is no mention of confocal microscopy.
Publishing lag time has allowed the manuscript to be overtaken by events.
Chapter 30 (diagnostic and investigative
technique), dealing with methods which
have been found useful to date in pathology, is a good idea. In future editions this
could be usefully expanded. Pathologists, so
far, have put most of their efforts into dead
tissue. This is a valuable and necessary pursuit. Little effort has yet been put into how
living tissue, normal and diseased,
behaves-for example, using fluorescent
probes and tracers. One exception perhaps
is the tailoring of chemotherapy on tumour
cells in culture from patients. Perhaps this
area of living pathology will be exploited in
the future.
This book is an attempt to relate the discoveries in cell and molecular biology to
pathological and clinical observation. This
is achieved in volume I. Volume II is a more
difficult task, but a start has been made.
I certainly recommend this book for anyone who wants to understand the pathology, as opposed to simply describing it. It
should find its way into all pathology
libraries and, hopefully, the ideas will find
their way into the minds of pathologists and
clinicians.
D HOPWOOD
Clinical Virology in Oral Medicine and
Dentistry. C Scully, L Samaranayake. (Pp
489; £95.) Cambridge University Press.
1992. ISBN 0 521 40102 X.

As the title indicates, this volume primarily
considers those viral infections relevant to
dentistry and oral medicine. I am not aware
of any text which could compete, and as
such it should deservedly find a home in
every relevant hospital department and dental school. It contains far more than the title
suggests, however, with easily readable
chapters on fundamental virology including
consideration of structure, replication, host
defences, diagnosis and treatment.
General clinical microbiologist or virologists are often asked advice about infections in dentistry, and I shall welcome
having this book to hand. It is difficult to
find elsewhere adequate discussions of the
oral manifestations of such viruses as varicella zoster, herpes simplex and papillomaviruses. Hepatitis viruses and human
immunodeficiency virus are covered in
detail and document the protean oral manifestation of the latter virus. Also included
are chapters on control of infection procedures for the dental surgery and a thought
provoking discussion of conditions which
may just have a virus aetiology. The text is
well illustrated with copious use of tables
and excellent diagrams.
I would strongly advise all departments
which provide a virus diagnostic service to
obtain a copy.
P MORGAN-CAPNER

Diagnostic Molecular Pathology. A
Practical Approach. Volume II. Ed CS
Herrington, JO'D McGee. (Pp 218;
£22.50) Oxford University Press. 1992.
ISBN 0-19-963238-3.
As molecular pathology moves from
research to diagnostic laboratories (if such a
distinction should be made), there will be a
necessity for books such as this second volume in the pair entitled Diagnostic Molecular
Pathology. The intention is to provide diagnostic pathologists with a repertoire of modem methods.
The expert contributors to volume II
cover, first, general techniques of extracting
RNA and DNA, preparing and labelling
probes, RNA and DNA hybridisation, polymerase chain reaction, and DNA sequencing. They then deal with specific
applications, such as detection of HPV,
human identification by RFLP analysis, and
detection of point mutations, of gene amplification and of loss of heterozygosity. There
are numerous clearly written protocols,
accompanied by discursive explanatory text,
and followed by references to relevant literature. An appendix lists the names and
addresses of suppliers of specialist items.
The index is comprehensive.
I cannot fault this modestly priced book,
but perhaps future editions might include
approximate times for the longer protocols,
rather like in a recipe book ("20 minutes
preparation, 40 minutes cooking"), and
some guidance on essential equipment.
Strongly recommended.
JCE UNDERWOOD
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springboard for further exploration, whether
towards clinical or basic science, and should
be able to borrow one of the library copies.
Busy clinicians will probably seek something a bit more crunchy if they are interested and may find it too detailed if they are
not. The main competition is Chapel and
Haeney's Clinical Immunology (Blackwell)
and the differences are largely ones of style,
each with very evident merits.
This is a welcome addition to the literature: it is a nicely crafted and internally
very consistent work which is accessible and
eminently readable.
ANTHONY J PINCHING

